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| AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 


LETTER L 


| TO pREDERTC NORMAN, £84.—LONDON- 
| © REONCAER-VALE, 
M erionethſhire, Friday Eeening, 5 


85 vo U ſeem to forget the nature of 
pour friend's diſappointment, and the 


= ſeverity'of that misfortune which has 


driven him into retirement.---You com- 


plain of my peeviſhneſs, yet pity me for 


giving way to it. Ah, Frederic! have I 
ever told you that I could ſtruggle againſt 
my paſſions, and do you know ſo little of 

Audley Forteſcue as to ſuppoſe he can 


avail himſelf of the ordinary precepts 


of mechanical patience. .< A victim to 
perfidy and ingratitude, J have with- 


drawn myſelf, diſguſted, from ſociety, 35 


and my our wiſh is to be forgotten. — 
| a 2 15 


My 


— — 2 — — — 
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4 AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 


My beat may ſometimes yearn towards 
you, as the earlieſt, the approved friend 
of my youth, but remember, Frederic, 1 
have had more than my ſhare of trials, 
and it will not be wondered at if my in- 
firmities have increaſed accordingly. 
When flew into this ſecluſion after 0 
he ruin of my peace, ard the ſad ſacri- 
fice of every domeſtic endearment, hope 
followed me not with fantaſtic illuſions, 
nor was I credulous enough to believe 
that any welcome comforts could be 
gleaned in retirement. I thought by 
abandoning the dreadful ſcene which 
teemed with an object I was once affecti- 
onately attached to, I might in time wean 
my mind fromthe fatal familiarity, and in 


diſtant melancholy exile, linger out, un- 


diſturbed, my allotted e of exiſt- 

6 

- The proſpect at beſt was. gloomy 

enough, but it was all that Was left Tour | 
diſappointed friend! | 

And even into theſe obſcure PT re- 

moter circles, though far remgved from 0 


me dwellings of depravityand diffi pation, 


poor human nature is pretty much the 


N ſame | in its courſe of 3 I have ſeen 
4 exalted | 


tt 


AUDLEY FORTESCUE 5 


exalted affluenee, when ſuffering diſtreſs 
has looked up to it for a little temporary 
relief, have recourſe to the meanneſs of 

falſhood to excuſe itſelf from granting 
the ſolicited pittance. I have heard a 
rapacious landlord enlarge on the virtues 


of charity and forbearance, and arrogate 


to himſelf the amicable qualities of be- 
nevolence for ſparing aa unfortunate te- 
' nant, when but the inſtant before he had 
deen ſtripping the cottage of a defence- 
leſs widow, for half a year's rent. 


This is at any rate a ſpecies of dapli- 
city which is generally underſtood to 


conſtitute worldly policy, and ſhews 


what mankind | in A _ is capable 


You know, Wed 1. am not apt to 


yieldto ſudden prejudices, andwill there- 
| fore believe that theſe obſervations are 
founded oa the teſtimony of experience. 
lnadeed I have ſuffered too much by the 
world not to watch it on every occaſion p 
with 7 — * s ſuſpicion. | 


Adieu, 


Aupter Ton zrscur. 
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6 AUDLEY FORT ESCU "x 


Ia? TER II. 


Kroxcarr VALE; ria. 


1 Am not. the miſanthropiſt 1 you de- 
ſcribe. I have declared no general 
warfare with mankind, nor is there an 
individual that I would ſeek to injure. 
You know, Frederic, how I have been 
deceived, and why I retreated from the 
world. I thought retirement the moſt 
ſalutary refuge, and I ſelected a ſpot 
where, unknowing and unknown, I might 
be ſheltered from any freſh viſitations of 
adverſity. Yet, my friend, my private 
propenſities are the ſame ; I have ſtill a 
rate ready for misfortune ; I am ſtill alive | 
to the luxury of relieving it. 8 
That ſyſtem of philoſophy, which you | 
fay great minds invariably derive conſo·ñé 
lation from, is only inapplicable to me. 8 
I conſider it a ſpurious compound of in- 
difference and inſenſibility, which in its 
operations muft eventually be injurious; 
when J am loſt to this exquiſite ſenſe of 
my misfortunes, every finer ſenſation 


AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 7 


1 müdt be worn away, and the faculties 3 


reaſon and recollection ſuſpended; I may 
poſſibly draw ſome little relief from the 
foſtering hand of time, but my advances 


Vill be flow, and I ſhall jealouſly guard 


= againſt every ſymptom of deluſion. 


Let as a proof to you that I can ſtill -— 


reſpect the amiable traces of private 
worth, I have lately ſuffered myſelf to 
cultivate an acquaintance with the 


Vicar, a venerable well-informed man, 


who is lately come to ſettle in the 
Vale; unaffected complacency and ge- 


nuine urbanity diſtinguiſh his addreſs and - 


manners, and his happy brow is ſo faith. 
ful an index of his heart, that it is impoſ. 
_ _fible to with-hold from him a tribute of 
_ eſteem. He leads me to the Vicarage, 
a tranquil manfion, conſecrated to inno- 
_ cence and virtue, and there in a charming 
little ſociety Ihave been taught to beguile 
away hours which might otherwiſe have 
been marked wich their uſual monty of 
melancholy. + 
No idle impulſe of buſy curioſity ever 
: diſturbs the calm ſerenity which prevails 
in his happy family; they have diſcern - 
ment enough to difcover that ſomething 
i r arhiſs with me, but they ſtudy rather 
A4 to 


* 
| 
| 
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s au Dry FORTESCUEL. 


: intereſting themſelves 1 in the cauſe OO 
inquietude. | 


| hoſpitable Vicarage has afforded me, J 


to ſpleen and deſpondency. My fpirits 
lately have been depreſſed, an arbitary 
langour has hung over me, and I have 
been tempted to ſeek ſome ſolitary receſs 


Frederic! I tremble at my forebodings; 
1 thought the virulence of deſtiny was 
nearly exhauſted. If I am doomed to 
encounter new calamities, where am 1 to 
fly for fortitude to ſupport me? 


your Harriot, and think me, 


to a56id the ſubjeR, than appear t0 be 


And but for the little variety which the 


ſhould long ſince have drooped, a martyr 


to indulge in unwitneſſed ſorrow.— Ah, 


Adieu, bear my heſt remembrances to | 


Ever ſincerely your 8, 
| Avpiey FORTESCUE. 


—— 


CIY 8 
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| LoxnongMonday. 


* U 1 my dear Audley, how | 
aflectionately 15 ſympathize in your 
misfortunes, 


AODLEY FORTESCUE, 9 


' misfortunes, and with what earneſtneſs I 
have laboured to ſoothe the ſorrows of 


© youryouth; to a mind leſs exquiſitely 
3 2 I might have adminiſtered 
more ordinary remedies, but I was aware 
of the dangers of deluſion, and therefore 
| ſought out ſome unbeaten path, which, 
though difficult to explore, might at laſt 
have led to tranquillity. Happy would 
it have been if my friend had reſiſted 
thoſe peculiar doctrines which were in- 
ſtilled into his mind at an early period, 
I might then have had ſome hope, how- 
ever remote, to have ſoftened the terrors 
of adverſity, and by the happy aid of our 
divine monitreſs, Religion, have taught 
be the leſſon of reſignation. 91 


One truth is too manifeſt even for you _ 


| __ to deny,—How many millions of ſouls, 
Z equallyenlightened as yourſelf, find re- 


fuge in her ſanctuaries, and riſe ſuperior | 
to every viſitation of misfortune; their 
faith is ſtrengthened by reaſon, and their 


comfort eſtabliſhed By: a reliance ontheir = 


Doſtitute of the power of exerciſing 
this charm, I am at a loſs in what manner 
to adminiſter the cordial of content, — 


„ the 


| the lenient hand of time only can effect 


AUDLEY FORTESCUX, 


it. Your Frederic ſhares too faithfully 


in your diſtreſs to be inſenſible to its ſe KM 
. verity, nor are you and 1, Audley, the 
only ſufferers. Society feels a loſs in 
being deprived of one of its greateſt or- 
naments, and the friends whom you once 
| honoured with your eſteem, and whoſe 
hearts ſtill follow yon, in ſpite of your 
indifference, inceſfantly regret the ſacri- | 
fice of ſuch accompliſhments, and that 

_ talents ſo ſplendidas Audley Forteſcue's 
| ſhould be waſted in gloomy obſcurity. 


The ſad reverie which has marked my | 


unfortunate friend's deſtiny, affords a leſ- | 


ſon for proud proſperity to contemplate, 


and proves the narrow limits of human 
foreſight when applied to the ſtability of 
happineſs. Bleſt with the firſt choice of 
his heart in a beautiful and accompliſhed 
wife, in an extenſive fortune and the 
Proſpect and homage of an admiring 
world; if fortune could not boaſt a ſhel- 
ter from adverſity, who ſhall dare to 
exult in the ſun-ſhine of the moment, or 
ſecurely ſay he is out of the reach of 
| misfortune ? 
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AUDLEY FORTESCUE, 


The ſorebodings you complain of will 
I hope only prove the gloomy attendants 
on temporary diſcuſſion, and ſubſide in 


- proportion as YOU encourage an inclinati- 
on to cultivate a little intercourſe with ſo- 


ciety. I intreat you to avail yourſelf of | 
the worthy Vicar's generous overtures, 


1 and without any kind of painful retroſ- 


; peR,onlylook forward to brighter ſcenes. 
My Harriet ſends you her wiſhes, 
ever affectionate and tender, and enjoins 
me to ſay, that if you will in ſome mea- 
ſure try to be yourſelf again, ſhe will pre- 
vail on me to bring her into Wales before 
the winter ſets in. Tour little god - ſon 
too, liſps the name of Audley Forteſcue, © 
and in the prattle of i innocence mani 


feſts his remembrances. For myſelf, as 


I never felt the ſacred inſpiration of 


| friendſhip until I caught it from the ſoul 


of Forteſcne, why will he not make me 
more his debtor, and ſay he will yet live 
for me, and be happy ? Fo 


Lale u, 


x 
| Faxmzate Nona 
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2 118 THE ABBEY-HOUSE, | 

5 | Knoxoauaryais,Bidey. | 


. Ms ae * Eleanor will find by the 7 
pacquet conveyed by Mr. Godfrey, that 
T1 have not been altogether unmindful of 
my promiſe, though to ſay the truth, 1 
have had few opportunities lately of re- 
conciling my mind to the ſacred obliga- 

tions of friendſhip. The continued buſ- 
tle which diſturbs theſe venerable walls, 
and which has agitated the whole fabric 

: from top to bottom fince the arrival of 
its new miſtreſs, abſolutely prevents eve- 
ry idea of retirement, and makes it appear 
more like the giddy manſion of a London 
| ſquare than an e ſeat. of ſecluſi- 
on in Wales. 5 
How truly irkſome to 4 'deticate wind 7 
is the neceſſity of conforming to the idle 
prejudices of euſtom ? for myſelf, who 

have ever been in che habit (perhaps too 
much ſo, Eleanor) of indulging uncon- 

T_T 4 | * trouled | 
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AUDLEY FORTESCUE, 3 
cooles my inclinations, I own 1 cannot 
but look on my fantaſtic ſiſter-in-law 
with ſentiments little ſhort of contempt; 

I am ſometimes charitable enough to pity 
ber for the vain glare of empty parade 
with .which ſhe labours to manifeſt her 
conſequence, forgetful of the humble 
| ſphere from which my brother's indiſ- 
creet paſſion ſo recently ſnatched her. 
Do not miſtake me, my dear, Lam ready 
to admit that genuine merit may orna- 
ment and dignify any ſtation; and be- 
lieve me, I ſhould have welcomed the 
object of my brother's love with the live- 
lieſt affection, and ſtudied to have made 
myſelf worthy of her's, had innocence 
and the hfter-yirtucs been her only deer 
—— our Þ . 
But my jealous pen, too a of 15 
whom it is addreſſing, ſhrinks from the 
unxworthy ſubject, and chides me for ſa- 


; _____ erificing ſo much time on ſo. trifling an 
3 oecafion as the character of Mrs. Legrandʒ 
it urges me to embrace the happy privi- 


lege of friendſhip, and the generous con- 

verſe it affords. me with my beloved 
Eleanor, nor need Ixell, her that an in- 
; texcourle ſo endearing, is the ſovereign 
11. | | folace : 


5 


BET bak 


n DIY FORTESCUE. 


| folace of all my little inquietudes. E506 
The irregular beauties of a romantic 
country are peculiarlyintereſtingts thoſe 
who are attached to ſcenes of rural fim- 
plllicity, and had it been my lot to have 
moved iu a circle with fouls congenial 
to my own, I eould now have boaſted of 


the moſt delicious gratifications. Natu- 


rally penſive and fond of retirement, I 

could here have indulged my favorite 

propenſities and unconeernedly heard of 
the great world without a wiſh to bend 
o its allurements. To you, my dear, 
this may appear the ſudden flight of a 
romantic imagination, but ſuffer me ſeri- 

| ouſly to aſſure you that ſo far as it is 
pooſſible to judge of our inelinations, the W 
ſober circumference of the few miles 


round about this Valley would compre- 


hend all my wiſhes, and furniſh that ſort 
of tranquility W en 1 think neareſt allied 
to contentment. 


The cee Viear is come 15 


ble here, and is one of thoſe en- 
gaging characters to whom the ſociety = 
of young people is particularly aecept- 
able, and it is highly gratifying to them 
when in an od man they diſcover a 


_ grateful. 


AUDLEY FORTESEVE. 15 


grateful ſenſe of their little attentions. 
J am ſo happy as to be a favorite with 
him, and knowing that I am ill at eaſe 
at my brother's, when the Abbey-Houſe 
is thronged with a motley group of ac- 


_ commodating viſitants, he kindly urges 


me to. make his houſe the retreat of pri- 


vate hoſpitality. He has a niece, a ; 
charming woman, whoſe earlieſt years 


have been paſſed in a convent, in Nor- 


mandy, and from a little intelligence : 


which our growing intimacy has fur- 
riſhed, I am inclined to think ſome fin- 


gular viciſſitudes have chequered her 


deſtiny; certain it is, that ſne contrived 

to effect her eſcape after her lips had 
ſealed the ſacred vow; but ſhe flew from 
the ſhackles of ſelf-tormenting bigotry 
into the arms of an affectionate huſband, 
and now prefents an exemplary inſtance 


bol virtuous and elegant endearment— 
Mr. Davenport, the happy ſovereign of 


her affections, has been in the army, from 
w hence he receives his half- pay, and they 
xꝛre, beſides, dependent on Mr. Percival, 


the vicar, whoſe poſſeſſions, which are 2 


_ | veryconſiderahle, they wilt undoubtedly == 
mherit. This is our party, unleſs, which 


„ 


br „ AVDEEY. FORTESCUE. 
i | js ſometimes the caſe, we are honoured 
j | With the addition of a ſtranger ——— 
1 Ah, Eleanor, in attempting to deſcribe 
1 this ſtranger 1 find a more difficult taſk 
wan ever yet fell to > the lot of your 
1 friend ! 1 
| An all our intercourſe by. ider; Lam 
1 ſure you will do me the juſtice to admit 
| - that I have dwelt as little as. poſſible on 
' the attrationsof the other ſex, and there 
1 are few characters of that deſcription that 


I ſhould do the honour to introduce into 
our correſpondence, but were I to be 
Llent now, it would be unpardonable 
neg les. and almoſt amount to diſſimula- 
tion. 

1 my dear, . give a looſe 
to fancy. on this occaſion) every thing 
= 8 manly and elegant, amiable and e engag- 
ning, and you may have ſome idea of Mr. 

|  Forteſcue !—— further I dare not truſt 


1, myſelf, unleſs i it were to obſervethat ſuch _ 

| ſplendid accompliſhments. could never 

Ai have been diſcovered in the obſcurity of 
FF a remote village in Wales, without fur- 


T niſhing matter for curious ſpeculation, 
had not a whiſper gone forth that a ten- 

RT but fatal diſappointment, has recon» 
4 5 . „ _clled 
£ 
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eiled him to voluntary exile ; though 


7 poſſeſſed, according to report, of an 


affluent fortune, he reſides in a plain 

ſty le of domeſtic economy, at a reſpect- 
able farm-houſe in the Vale. Mr. Perci- 
val met with him in his walks, and with 


dat happy power of infinuation, that re- 


fiftleſs grace which inſenfibly challenges | 


admiration, he drew him to the Vicarage. 


Mr. Forteſcue ſoon underſtood the diſ- 

| poſition of his hoſt, and could not obſerve | 

with indifference the n which | 

adorned Me oo ooh er eme am 
_ Modeſt merit takes u no > pains to 3 


dle ſuffrages of public applauſe, yet Mr. 
Forteſcue's liberality, though exerciſed. 


| ſelf towards ſtrangers; his viſits are con- 


A with ſtealth, is the ſubject of univerſal 
5 praiſe. The aged villagers never re- 


member ſuch a bountiful benefaQtor ;j-- 


every tongue dwells with grateful ed - 
on his virtues : 1 3-16 
— ſcarce two months G ace he works | 
outthis retirement, and his reconciliation = 
10.1t is evident by the extreme caution 
and reſerve with which he conducts him- 


fined ſolely to the Vicarage, and as Mr. 


2 Exc al 1 18 himſelf pariculanly choice in 
N OE | bis : 


78 AUDLEY FORTBESCUE, 


his ſelection of aſſociates, Mr. Forteſcue | 
is pretty well ſecured from intruders. 


If your friend, my dear, poſſeſſed no : 


more than her ſhare of female vanity, ſhe 
might venture to apply ſome fancied 
merit to herſelf from the attention Mr. 
Forteſcue has honoured her with; twice 
has he conducted me to the Abbey- 
Houſe after our evening ſociety ſepa- 


rated, and I thought, (ſurely I need not 


| heſitate to declare it) that our footſteps 
were ithperceptibly haſtened, and that 

time ſeemed to grudge me the ſelicity * 
the moment. 2 


Should I beeome aequaioted with any 


circumſtance that may lead toa diſcovery | 


of the ſtory of this fingular recluſe, I 


mall certainly introduce them into my 
letters, though from the preſent appears 


ance of things, and conſidering Mr. For- 


| teſcue? 3 reſerve, I think 1 it Father 


unlikely. 


1 Remember me, in been the not wel- 


eome and endearing to your excellent 


mother aud dear Mrs. Godfrey, whoſe in- 
eſtimable value my heart has ſenſibly felt 
hace our 1 mou my love, 


Flea- | 


AUVDLEY FORTESCUE. ty 


Eleanor, and that 1 may ever be bleſt 
with all your aſſections is che een 
. of 
Your 


Jour Lacnane. | 


LITTER V.. 
ro PREPERTC NORMAN, rs. 
| | Kabn0Atkvaln;——Midnight! 45 


3 is "I too true, Frederic, chat the 
| langour which lately hung over me, 
 foreboded ſome remarkable viciſſitude in 
the hiſtory of your unfortunate friend. 
have an intereſting incident to relate, 
but my mind is ſo dreadfully agitated 
chat J have ä Power to hold * 
* WE >; 
Yet if I court repoſe on my pillow, 1 
108 too well what wakeful reflections 
will arreſt my lingering hours. 


My letters are very imperfect, but they iy 


are ſacred to the review of partial friend- 
Hip. e 


The 


20 AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 
The former part of this evening was 
remarkably plealant and ſerene, and I 
was inſenſibly led to ramble a conſidera- 
ble diſtance from home. My favorite 


friends at the vicarage did not aſſemble, 
and a forloru waaderer, 1 ſought a tem- 


Porary amuſemeut in my accuſtomed ſe- 
-queſtration amongſt woods and wilds.— 
It was almoſt dark when 1 reached the 


Vale, and Mrs. Lewis, receiving me at 


the door, ſiguificantly beckoned me to 
follow her into the common fitting room. 
I had been in the habit of familiarizing 
myſelf, to their domeſtic manners, and 
there fore unconcernedly, went after her; 


but when on entering the room, I ob- 
ſerved her ſhutting the door with unuſual | 


Preciſeneſs, it alarmed me. Sit down, . 
my good Sir,” ſaid ſne, I have ben 
upon the watch for you theſe three hours, 


—there's a ſtranger in the blue parlor, 
who I am fure muſt have come a long 


way to ſee you, for he ſeems ſadly diſ- 


ordered.” 1 ſee me, Mrs. Lewis. — 
* certainly ſome miſtake.” He 


aſked very particularly for Squire For. 


teſcue, and would have come out to meet 


Fou, but L could not tell him for certain 


which ö 


S which way you would return.—I ſent 
= dowa to the vicarage but could hear no- 
® thing of you there.” Agitated as I wag 


1 at firſt, it preſently occurred to mne that 


you had ſent ſome perſon with diſpatehes 
on the ——— buſineſs, and I with- 
drew, compoſed enough into the other 
parlor. There ſat an elegant young 
man, who on my entrance aroſe and ſa- 
| luted me reſpectfully; I returned bis 
addreſs, and he was apologizing for in- 
truding on my retirement, when Mrs. 
Lewis ſent in candles. The inſtant the 
light met his countenance; the features of 


his face were familiar ro me; and I ſtaried 


to ſee before me a ſtriking counterpart - 

of the fallen CAROLIN EI — the youth 
perceived my agitation — My name, 
Sir,“ ſaid he, “is Oſborne, aud happy 
- ſhould J have thought myſelf, had not 
this firſt interview with Mr. Forteſcue_ 
forced a bluſh into the conſcious cheek 
of a ſoldier.” To what circumſtance, 


Mr. Oſborne, | am I to aſcribe the honor 


ol this viſi at a time ſo anne and 
ada place ſo unlikely.“ I hear a ſiſ- 
ter, Sir, whom at my departure from 
England 10 America, lome few years 
* 
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ſince, I left flouriſhing in innocence and 
_ proſperity ; that this ſiſter afterwards 
became the wife of Mr. Forteſcue, I muſt 
have been proud to diſcover—that ſhe is 
now, deſervedly, a diſcarded victim to 
infidelity and ſhame; I am ſure you 
would willingly ſpare her brother the 
anguiſh of acknowledging.” 


A tear ſtarted on his 8 


. turned aſide his face, and hid it in his Es 
handker chief. 


e ee 


in my nature which is ſure to give way 
when my ſlings are intereſted. 


« Mr. Forteſcue, reſumed the youth, 
ce L am not come 15 extenuate my un- 


happy fiſter's errors, but I may be ſuf- 
fered to plead the afſection of a brother 
for intereſting myſelf in her behalf more 
earneſtly than the common cauſe of hu - 
manity requires; and when I tell you, 
Sir, that ſhe has but a few hours to live, 
And chat ſhe has intreated me to bear one 
' _- requeſt to you as her laſt appeal, yon 
will at leaſt pity the wretched ſufferer: 
_ guilty ſhe has been, but if the ſincereſt 


contrition can entitle: her to compaſſion, 


Ls my put in her melancholy claim. 


The 
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z | The ſenſe of her diſgrace, and the wrongs . 
= the has done the moſt affectionate of 


huſbands, has planted a thorn in her 


heart, which death only can remove :--- 
© Yet ere the unfortunate victim cloſes 
ber miſerable exiſtence, —ere ſhe bids 
adieu to a world from which ſhe is pre- 
maturely hurried, ſhe languiſhes for her 
= inured huſband's forgiveneſs ;---on this 
2 occafſton, Sir, and for this important pur- 
poſe I am come, ſurely the privileges of 


weeping penitence will extend to this 3 


humble conſolation. 5 
In attempting to reply, though I really 9 85 
knew not what to ſay, found my ſpeech 
faultering. I pauſed, and there was a 8 
gloomy interval of filence. 
At length Mr. Oſborne proceeded: > 


e This ill-fated fifter of mine is now 


at Briſtol Hot-wells, lingering on her bed! 
of death, and in momentary expectation 
of her final fummons; nor do I think it 
poſſible for me to return time enough to 
be the e of ny comfortable U- - 
TS dings” . 
I aroſe from my chair and wits 
few turns acroſs the room, during which 
4 T ſeovered in the poor youth's coun- 
= | tenance 
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tenance erery ſympton of lively: anxiety 
I began ſome. aukward: kind of apology 
for! the confuſion I had: been ſurprized 
into, and intreated him to give me d 
to order him ſome refreſhment. 
Von are extremely good, Mr. For- 
teſcue; but J am indifferent as to any 
refreſiment, although for theſe three days 
poaſt I have been à ſtranger to repofe, 
but all my paws. will be abundantly re- 
auited if my edel » EQUATION: is at 
Aan eee c | 
In this diſtant and remote receſs, 
the ſcene of glooiny retirement, you have 3 
found me, Mr. Oſborne, ſelf exiled from 
the world, and weary of an exiſtence for 


ever embittered by your ſiſter's miſcon- 


dug; but J ought to ſpare you, Sir, and 
myſelf indeed, the. recital of ills which 
can have no other effect now than to tear 


open the wounds of a boſom ſtill bleeding 
and ſore.— Ah, Mr. Oſporne! vou know 


not how tenderly I loved her! of 


IPC: Yes, Mr. Forteſcue, the unhappy 
3 1 ufferer has with fatal fidelity unboſomed 
che ſtory. of her ſhame, and I know how 


you have been injured.; but Caroline, = 


though i fallen from what ſhe was, is ſtill 
Of 
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] my fiſter!---My dying parents bequeath- 
ed her a precious charge to me, and when 


l embraced a military life, and the regi- 


ordered abroad; I transferred the truſt to 
our Aunt Melcombe.---She was indeed 
a parent to her, and felt all a parent's 
Z anguiſh at her diſgrace But Caroline 
has an accomplice in her guilt whom T 
will purſue—I am informed the villain 
& flew abroad ſoon after the verdict in your 
favor, where he thinks to elude the graſp 
of juſtice; he may do ſo for a time, 
but if the world contains the miſcreant, 
my ſiſter's wrongs ſhall be revenged.” 
= Thedetermined ardor which the young 5 
ſoldier diſcovered on this occaſion, to- 
gether with the honeſt ingenuouſneſs of 
his manner, prepoſſeſſed me ſtrongly in 
his favour. Alas, I knew not, Frederic, 
that the unhappy wanderer had preſerv- 
ed one friend whom ſhe could cling to in 
he wreck of her fame and fortune. 


to return with comfort to an unhappy 
W ſiſter and a wretched wife, I know I ſhall | 
ve rewarding the affeQtionate zeal of a 
W worthy brother, whoſe exertions on ſuch 
2 „„ an 


ment in which I was but an enſign, was 


In empowering you, Mr. Oſborne, 
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an occaſion certainly do honor to his 
humanity; but you may judge of 41 
t 


Hus BAN D's feelings at this momen 


5 


Whether my manner of delivering my. 


ſelf was ſingularly pathetic, (for I felt a 
moiſture on my cheek) or from any other 1 
cauſe I know not, but the ſoldier was 
again overpowered, and throwing um- * 
ſelf on a chair, gave a looſe to the emo- 1 
tions of F 1 80 
Whbilſt the gliſtening drop df a grati- 1 
tude ſtarted i in his eye, he came up o 1 
| me,. | 1 


a Wy | 


when be tells you to bear to the unfor- 
tunate ſufferer, in whatever manner you 
think moſt likely to anſwer your gene- 
rous purpoſe, this teſtimony of my for- 
giveneſs, (giving him my hand.) You 
may alſo tell her that I yielded a tear to 
the recital of her afflictions; that I have 
never thought of her, but pity has ſoft- 
ened reſentment, and that even now⸗ 
ſuffering as I am for her, if ſhe will in- be 
ſtruct me how to ſoothe the anguiſh of 
her ſoul, or calm the terrors of her ap- 15 
proa ching diſſolution, tell her, Mr. Ol- | 5 
borne, I am FoRTESc ur ſtill! 8 
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ce « Mr. Forteſcue 1s exactly the hd 
rater my wretched ſiſter repreſented to 


me; -I think I might envy you, Sir, the 
triumph of this moment ;---I was not, I 
| own, ſuſhciently ſenſible of the weakneſs : 


of the cauſe I had engaged in, until this 
proof of your unexampled generofity ;--- 


I have no language equal to the fullneſs 


of my feelings, and I ought to fly to the 
expiring penitent with theſe happy, theſe 


unlooked for tidings. Yet, Mr. Forteſcue, - 


invited by your advances, I will venture 
one ſtap further ;----poſſibly the heart 


8 that can ſo readily yield to an uncondi- 


tional forgiveneſs of injuries may here- 


after derive ſome conſolation, worthy 


only of itſelf, in reflecting that the ill- 


0 | fated girl who is inevitably conſigned to 
an early grave, was not altogether fo 


| criminal as ſhe ſeemed; that her peni- 


tence was exemplarily fincere, and that 


her laſt moments expreſſed a due ſenſc of 
ber injured huſband's generoſity and vir- 


W tues. And oh, Mr. Forteſcue, can this 
be more ſatisfactorily aſcertained than by 


Wy yourſelf becoming a witnels to her dying 


words? Caroline, confiding in the liberal- 
ty of your nature, thought ſuch an indul- 
B2 _ Eve 
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| gence might be within her reach :=The MW 
laws of honor are rigid, but they ſome. 
times yield to the milder principles of 
| humanity ; if you can prevail on yourſelf 1 
to ſee her once more, the journey is not 
ſo far, but we can contrive to accompliſh f 
it in the courſe of a day.” 1 
This was the moment to Gigualize the 1 
triumph of humanity—1 own I felt the 
ſullen dignity of tenacious honor, but 1 
alſo felt the ſuperior aſcendency of the 
ſofter virtues, and whilſt the former gave 7 
way, *pity and tenderneſs ruſhed for- 
' wards, and all that remained of reſent- : 
ment was inſtantly diſarmed. | 

I now exerted an authority over my 
gueſt to inſiſt on his taking ſome refreſh- 
ment, ſoas to furniſh him with a freſh 
recruit of ſpirits to enable him to accom- 
pany me on the morrow---I have ordered 
| a Chaiſe to be in readineſs at day-break. |} 5 
The time draws near, and 'ere this letter 1 
reaches you, I ſhall hang over the ex- 
piring penitent---the wife that was once 
ſo dear to Forteſcue. Ah! Frederic, 
if by affording this little tribute to the 
remembrance of our paſt loves, our once 

| happy chaſtene endearments, I can 
ED N ſoothe 
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5 1 her parting moments, and ſecure * 

her a gleam of tranquility, what have to 

BY dread from the ſeverity of thoſe who 

WE ſhall be cruel enough, to reprobate the 

| deed * 

I fhall write frm Brifiol—you will 

125 drop me a line to the Poſt-Office at the 

Wells; but, my friend, ſay nothing * 

vou find i it neceſſary to condemn me x” 
Adie u, 


AvoLity Foxtesevr. 5 


p. 8. Oſborne had been up to Kobe 
nad by an ingenious device drew my 
1 adreſs rom the agent i 


; 1 1 T T E R ; VI. 


= = 10 MISS Tous LEGRAND. UNS 
| Winnso e. 2 


. 1 80 of thanks are due 
io you, my dear, for your laſt, 
which, believe me, I have taken good 
We care to preſerve, as the moſt curious 
1 origmal that ever paſſed between two 
= 8 5 friends 18 
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1 Megs 3 in the private annals of letter- * 
writing. 5 
Such a mighty pretty ſirain of W © 
romance ſuch a ſeaſt for. languiſhing Wl 
maids to feed their romantic fancies on, 
my ſober ſenſes were never before liable 
1o he run away with. 
All hail ye firſt bleſſed fruits of this 
Welch expedition! if 
Julia Legrand has told her friend rnd 
really ſeemed to be in eargeſt) that ſhe {| 
is naturally penſive and fond of retire- 


mant. 


©. Then pray my dear, what i is become of 
| a certain giddy madcap companion of 
mine, that two or three months ago was 
the leader of all miſchievous exploits, and 

never had a moment to ſacrifice to ſen- 
timent? Where is ſhe, that with a hap- 
Py artillery of charming raillery, was 
wont to put the whole of the dangling 
tribe out of countenance, and ſet them 
altogether by the ears in delightful con. 


fſuſion ?—Ah me, what a wonderful re- 


volution |---this lively little aſſociate of 
mine has got herſelf tranſported into an | 
_ unknown region, and is become meta- 
morphoſed into a grave matron, that 

Em oy 


al 
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1 thinks herſelf qualified to inculcate ſober _ 
and moral principles imo the giddy - 
WE minds of retrograde miſſes. And how 
bas all this happened ?---A certain hair- 


b rained ſtranger whom nobody knows» 


and for whom, I dare ſay, nobody cares, 


juſt emancipated from the clutches of the 


moon, who.occalionally is troubled with - 
7 the government of ham, has crept out ol 


BYE hiding place, and ſtumbled acroſs my 


3 Julia. 
| too good-nIfgred to ſuſpect him of miſ- 


She, poor thing, too caſy and 


chief, inadvertently gives him credit ſor 


the pretty dying tale he has fabricated to 
impoſe on her ſenfibility, and away ſhe 
feads. it to her faithful correſpondent 
Eleanor---a delightfully whimſical ſcheme _ 
this of your headſtrong brother and your 
empty liſter-n-law, to inſiſt on your 
taking a journey to the lord knows 


where, to have your reaſon inſulted, and 
W your head filled with phantoms of len. 
timent aud romance! _ 


I am now going to be ſerious, julia, 75 


and remember I do poſitively inſiſt, that, 1 
on fight hereof, you reſolve to take leave _ 


{ V ench leave) of that ap vale, and 


31 
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10 tranſplant you rſelf to a ſoil more con- 
_ genial with your nature. 


5 miſery and deſpair, and depend upon it 1 
he is now undergoing a merited penance Wl 
for ſome violations, which the men with 
_ inſulting levity diſtinguiſh by the name 
of modern gallantry, but which may with 
more propriety be called an unmanly 

| triumph over innocence and credulity. 


on your own ſex, let the male creatures 


_ that ugly Abbey-Houſe forever upper- 
moſtin my mind, and I am ſatisfied that 
is ſome crazy old ſtructure that has 

been haunted time out of mind. Ugh—h 


3 chick has been perpetrated within 1ts 
5 guilty walls. Murders and aſſaſſinations | 

in every corner Pray, my dear, is not 
he ancient armour ſtuck about the hall 
at the entrance lined with a mouldering 
| ſkeleton (doubtleſs in high preſervation) 


Leave to itſelf that pining TO of 


Ab, Julia, when you have a ſigh to | 
ſpare for diſappointed love, beſtow it | 


take care of themſelves! | 
I have Mrs. Godfrey's n of 


-h— I ſhudder'to think what mif- 


and a curious ſelection of gaping bea- 


vers and helmets arranged in all the hor- 


=s 


rors 
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W rors of diſmal regularity? And have you 5 
WW never, Julia, intercepted any of the 
itting apparitions which at miduight- 
hour are wont to whiſk through the hol- 
low chambers? —then by way of eſtab- 
W liſhing the ſolemnity of the ſcene, to be 
ſure you have ſeen the battlements nod, 
che turrets yawn, and have heard the 
rooks and ravens mingle their engaging 
melody —nor be the ſubterranean paſ- 
WE ſages, which lead to the manhons of the 
dead forgotten the maſſy door, which 
bas for ages reſiſted human art to open, 
WE faithfully guarding the apartment where 
ſome fleeping princeſs lingers under the 
influence of eachantment—theſe and a 
W thouſand terrible things conſtantly dif. 
W turb the devoted inmates of ſuch gloomy . 

1 ſepulchres. Ah fly, my julia, from ſuch 
doleful fcenes, and come to Windſor, 
xF | where ſaug with your Eleanor, you ſhall 


5 over you in that frightful dungeon. 
= Poſitively, my dear, unleſs you come 
by fair means willingly and complacent- 
ly, Iwill be concerned in a conſpiracy 
to force you away. One word more wich 


Bs Es > 


ecurely ſmile at the horrors which hung = 


| You=—does my friend lep alone, and is 2 


34 AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 


there not over her head ſome antiquated if 
moth-eaten remnant of yellow canvaſs 
that might in days of yore have been 7 | 
yelept tapeſtry—aod are the gothic caſe- | ix 
ments of her chamber marked with no 
inſcriptions, no melancholy ditty to de- 
Note who has died there after a long and 0 
5 ſolitary Eonfinement ? 8 


mighty croſs theſe three weeks about | 4 
Edward. In good truth, ill- nature ſeems | TT 
tio be on a viſit at our houſe, and to meet 
with a tolerable ſhare of encouragement 1 
El am in a ſad peeviſh humour but I Bt 
love my Julia, and will with fidelity aſ. WM 
ſure her that we have all nearly and 
_ dearly her intereſt at heart; fo adieu, 
my beſt girl, and reme - that as to 
the point in queſtion Iam eee 7 
one word rherefore is as good as as a thou-| i" 
fan! e a 


* 
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It E T T E * Vi. 
70 116 l ia, | 
BRISTOL HOT-WELLS, | 


S _ (xa call for at FW Poſt-Offce.) 


—Wedreftay, 


Laa. 


I. Approve highly of your reſolution i in 

not conſulting any one on the ſubje& 
of your laſt---on occalibep of ſuch a na- 
ture the heart 1s the beſt afeſt moni- 
tor, and the uniform goodneſs of Aud- 
ley Forteſcue's is at all times a ſecurity 


1 for its rectitude. 


The affectionate zeal with which poor 5 


Oſporne pleaded for his unfortunate ſiſ- 
ter does him infinite honor, and enttitles. 


him to the ap probation of every benevo- 


tent mind. Þcan feel for the diſap- 


pointment of a fond brother, and you Z 


= know, Audley, ] have never loſt fight. : 
of the pity due to the miſguided frail 

WW one! | 
Tou are alſo: aware that 5 1 
morality of my principles will on all oc- 
cafions induce me rather to check than 
t 


* 
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to encourage that vindiQive ſpirit with 
which Mr. Oſborne ſeems determined to 
_ purſue the villain Dutton; but on a re- 
view of the peculiar circumſtances of 
mis caſe, and feeling as I bave done the 
magnitude of the injury, I cannot ſay 
that I am inclined to interfere. I think. 
' ſuch a miſcreant ought to be hunted from 
ſociety, and yet the ſame argument that E 
formerly made uſe of, certainly applies 
with equal force, to Mr. Oſborne as to 
yourſelf. I ſhould invariably proteſt = 
. againſt the equality of a riſque where the 
life of an unprincipled villain is ſet in 
competition with an innocent and inur- 
ed man, and I think if honor is ever called 
in queſtion to give a momentary ſanction 
to duelling, it can only be amongſt men 
of refined principles, not with the raſ- | 
| cally outcaſts of the creation. 
This letter will meet you at the : 
1 Hot-Wells; it were needleſs for me 
. to ſay that T am anxious to hear from 
you, becauſe it would ſound like the 
formality of an injunction, which my 


friend's punctuality has ever rendered 


r Harriet greeis you 
ES. 
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with every friendly remembrance, and 
ſo does 0 . 
Your kincere 


Faepento Norman. 5 


LETTER WY. 
0 FREDERIC NORMAN, 380;—LONDON. | 


| FOREMAN s HOTEL, 
| Buasrox 1 HOT=WELLS ry Night. | 


; 3 is over Lakes 1 de 2 
is no more! — her ſufferings have ex- 


paiated her indiſcretions, and an early : 


grave ſhelters the devoted victim. I 
witneſſed the fad clofe of her wretched 
exiſtence, and marked the triumph of 
penitence and pity over guilt aud error. 
held her faded hand whilſt the current 
_ of life was languidly retreating, and ſaw 


her dying eyes fix on her — For- 9 


teſcue. 
„ Ab. Frederic, not for ten 8 5 

maids would I have reſiſted her laſt 
peition—you, even yer, will have cauſe 


ior. exultation. 
1 feel 
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I feel a load removing from my breaſt, 
and ſomething like a calm ſettling in my 
mind - my paſſions are leſs violent—this 
change has operated like the power of 
 eleQricity—the ſhock was ſevere, but ' tis 
over, and I am eaſier. Vet I have waded 

through a melancholyſ cene—the remem 
brauce wounds every faculty of my ſoul, 
but I will endeavour to be eircumſtantĩ· 5 
al in my narrative. 
Our journey from the vale was re 
| markable for nothing but the rapidity 


with which we travelled, and very little 


' paſſed between my companion and me 
put what related to the ſubjett of our 
expedition —ſadly depreſſed by the miſ- 
fortunes of a fiſter, whom it was evident 
was dear to him, young Oſborne heaved 
many a figh, the involuntary tribute of 
generous affection; but when he men- 
tioned the villain that deluded her from 
Hnnocence and happineſs, a variety of 
paſſions convulſed him his eyes gliſ- 
tened with rage, and his ſoul ſeemed 
burſting with violent revenge, nor did I 
ſeek to, diſſuade him from his purpoſe.— 
You Norman, ſeem reluctant to interfere, 
but what muſt be the feelings of an in- 
* Jured 
1 ” 


cc 
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jured huſband what propenſity does 5 
honeſt nature yield to revenge ſuch | un- 
paralleled villainy. 5 
We arrived at the Hot - Wells a in 
7 the evening, and Mr. Oſborne leaving 


me at the hotel, went to prepare his fiſ- 
ter for the awful interview: he was ab⸗ 


ſent upwards of an hour, which I paſſed 
in a ſtate of anxious ſuſpence hardly to be 
deſeribed, and when he returned, my in- 
quiſitive eyes betrayed the i impatience I 


bad expected him with. We are yet 
in good time, Mr. Vornſeuooths unfor- 


tunate object of our humanity is ſtill ſen- 
fible and collected - when I entered her 


chamber, continued he, © ſhe ſnatcht 


ed aſide the curtains, and in a faint voice, 
tho' evidently a ſtrong exertion, called 
out, © Brother—what an age fince ou 
left me,—any foreboding heart tells me 
your generous labor has been in vain. 
Mi Mercy" extends not to offences like 
r entreated her,“ ſaid Mr. 
IF Oſborne, to endeavour to compoſe 
| herſelf and ſhe ſhould preſently find J 
had tidings to nmicazte to her of the 


moſt welcome nature. — “ Still,“ ſaid 
me, Co * the lame generqus F orteſcue,”— 8 
8 * Yes, 


Fo { 1717 5 
1 
15 
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- Yes, my ſiſter, Mr. Fortefcue is 2 
* character to which diſtreſs can never 
look up in vain. I have ſeen him,— 
e | have ſeeu the moſt exalted humanity 
© elevate his conduct and Caroline may 
et now fink into the ſofteſt lumber of 
1 tranquility if her huſband's s forgiveneſs 
e and compaſhon can lull her into peace 


« —take comfort then from the reflexion 


ee that in the forſaken huſband you have 
e found a ſympathetic friend; and re- 
s member, ſiſter, the importance of ſuch 
Lean acquiſition at a crifis like this" 
Ah, brother,” ſaid ſhe, «I anticipate 
4 ſomething more—for pity's ſake re- 


« heve me from ſuſpence--I feel my 


* moment haſtily approaching, and the 
__ «feeble pag of expiring life are eaſily 


„overcome. — “ An appeal ſo 


„ ernennt, faid Mr. Oſborne, I could 

no longer reſiſt, and I unreſervedly told 
her alli what melancholy ſecluſion I 
found you; and with what generous 
' promptitude you accomponied me from 
Wales, purpoſely to he her final 
moments; and now,” untinued Mr. 
Oſborne, © her agitat on was nearly 


overpowering ker ſhe was ſo affected 
5 | that 
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5 that I deſpaired of reconciling her tothe 
inter view, which but a little before had 
been the moſt ſerious object of her 


| wiſhes, but at length heaving a deep ſigh, = 


ſme ſuddenly cried out, © let him come— 
I have conquered my womaniſh weak- 
e neſs - be haſty my brother, for I know 

not how Tong my * * ſup- | 

port me.” 


From this conetufian of Mr. Oſborne 3 5 


report, I was unwilling to loſe a moment, 
and therefore taking hold of his arm, I 


= ſuffered him to conduct me to a houſe in 


the corner of the Square, where in a 
chamber, on the ſecond-floor, on an in- 
different bed, curtained with red check 
furniture, lay the wretched wreck of Ca- 
roline's fatal beauty. We had aſcended 
the ſtairs as ſoftly as poſſible, and Mr. 
Oſborne previouſly entering, diſmiſſed 
an attendant and uſhered me in. Ca- 
© roline, Mr. Forteſcue is here.” —I fat 


; down on the bed-fide, and taking ber 
= almoſt inanimate hand, I ſpoke not, but 


bore it tremblight o my lips. —Oh, 
Norman, what + tre of horror pre- 
ier beautiful viſage, 


lengthened and Wet by ſorrow and 
fſickneſs. 
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| fickneſs; ſcarce retained a veſtige of what 
it once was---her fine eyes, ſunk inwards, 


were dimly glazed over---her lips were 


livid and parched)-her cheeks, which 
once rivalled the ffeſheſt roſe, now wore 


a faint death-like paleneſs, as if the grim 
tyrant was already poſſeſſed of his victim. 
---Yet the laſt time I ſaw her, when with 
a happy huſband's fond attention, I led 


her to the villain's phaeton, unſuſpieious 
of the dreadful ſacrifice that moment 
| teemed with, what grace dignified her 
form, what luſtre darted from her eyes, 
_ what. emanations of beauty beamed from 
her angel-countenance !---Forgive this. 
rhapſody, Frederic, I am writing w a. 


friend, who knows my weaknels and Who 


knew my fondneſs ! 


No ſooner had 1 Peine an afſection · 
ate kiſs on her hand, than turning her 


face from me, ſhe hid it under the bed. 
clothes, exclaming, © O God, this is 
2 too much”----but almoſt immediately 
recovering herſelf ſhe looked on me 
My once- loved injured Forteſcue, is it 
vou, or is it a phantom to remind me 


a of my fall, and warn me of approach. 
; (c © 2g | 
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e img death Brother, are you there-- 
« is this Mr. Forteſcue, and will he for- 
_ * give Caroline”---(and the big drops 


rolled down her pallid cheeks) © Come: _ 


| Audley, and let me claim my turn to 


embrace that dear hand---it once gave 


me the preſſure of affection.“ I held it 

out to her, and ſne hugged it to her bo- 
ſom, my other reſting on my knee, was 
applying my handkerchief to my eyes, 

which guſhed with a ſhower of tears. 
When the violence of our emotions 
had a little ſubſided, I ſpoke ---< Caro- 
line, does not this look as if ſome re- 
mains of tenderneſs ſtill elung about 
"8 my heart----alas, to fee you thus, re- 
e vives the expiring embers of affection 
* ....they were not quite extinguiſhed 
«when your brother found me. You 
„ have heard where he found me, and 
* may judge what I have ſuffered---but 


© abjure you from every ofence com- 


£8 "oo: now looks down upon you, will 
receive 2 as an unhappy miſled re- 


el forgive and will forget it all- and : 
here in the face of Heaven, I ſolemnly _ 


emitted towards me, and hope that God 


be. pentant 825 


JOINS ; f i — — . — 
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2 pentant wanderer, over whom he has 
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e promiſed to rejoice.” * | 
My fall,” ſaid ſhe, when a little 


 colleged, © was preconcerted by infalli- 


Able ſtratagems, and I could not fave. 
„ myſelf.-guilt faſtened on me ere I 


was aware of its enormity, and when * 


„became a vidtim to frailty 'twas the 
_ © reſult of a deliberated ſyſtem of ſeduc- 
* tion to which every circumſtance fa- 


e tally conſpired--no common means 


_ * could have ſucceeded; but I have not 


* power to attempt an explanation here; 


" read ia this letter the fad but faithful 


narrative !---had I been taken from life 
* without the melancholy conſolation of 


« this inter view, Iſhould have left it be- 


«hind me as the laſt means of reſcuing 


* loquy which is ever attached to indif- 


„ cretions like mine---I commit it to 


* bands. And, oh, Mr. Forteſ- : 


We a are ata 105 how. to . this i, | 


in Mr. Forteſcue's letter with the charge his friend 
Norman made on a former occaſion (ſee page 9) 


which ſeemed to imply ſomething in Mr. Forteſ- 
eue”s conduct rather unfavourable to * prigciples- 


| of religion. 


a cue, 


* cue; our little infant---does it yet live? 
« and is it bleſt with a father's affection? 
* when that chHd was born, innocence 

« and happineſs were mine---may it 
© make you amends for its unfortunate _ 

„ mother's miſdeeds! I could have 

* wiſhed for one laſt kiſs---nature pulls, : 
ec but indeed I am too extravagant in my 
* defires.” 


Exhauſted — ſpeaking, the now 


| ſunk backwards, and remained for a mi- 
nute or two apparently lifeleſs, but once 
more opening her languid eyes, ſne in- 
Waidly articulated a few incoherent ſen. 
tences, chiefly applied to the ſubject of 
her infant, and then looking about her as 
if having ſuddenly recollected herſelf 


3 ſhe fixed her eyes earneſtly at me, and 8 


ſeemed laboring to expreſs herſelf---but 
L entreated her to forbear, and dwell no 
longer on misfortunes which were be- 
 yond a remedy---I aſſured her my viſit 
Vas directed to afford her every poſſible 
conſolation, and not revive the painful 
remembrance of paſt ills---and oh, Fre- 
_ deric, I told her if it ere likely that 
ſome change might take place, I would 
give her an opportunity to prove that 
Shs One 
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one falſe ſtep might be retrieved---but 


this was touching the chord that inſtantly 


vibrated thro? her feeble frame, and ſhe 
| Nopt me. --- “ Ah, Forteſcue, never, 
„never -generous you are, and I am 
„ indebted, unworthily, I know, to your 
« pity for this indulgent condeſcenſion--- 
<« there is the limit of my very hope, nor 
_ © has life a wiſh beyond it but if I had 
not the ſtrongeſt conviction that this is 


« the laſt ſtage of my ill-directed jour- 


* ney, 1 dared not have ſued to you.--- 


« My ſoul welcomes death as an aſylum 


from the bitter conſciouſneſs of guilt, 


« and unleſs I could bring back to your 
arms that innocence I have ſacrificed, 


«the world has not a charm that could 
e reconcile me to it a moment.” 


1 dreaded the effects of ſuch 1 


exertions at a eriſis ſo alarming, and 
baving conjured her with the moſt 
 affetionate tenderneſs to ſtruggle yet a 
little longer againſt the tyranny of 
misfortune, and to look forward to the 
fruits of a victory -I recommended to 
her to take ſome repoſe for the night, 
and to prepare to receive me in the 
morning. 


1 Laws 2 


I have omitted introducing the un- 
happy brother into this melancholy pic- 
ture, for to ſay the truth, Iam at a loſs 
for language to deſcribe his diſtreſs. 
Returning to the hotel, I importuned 
Mr. Oſborne to paſs the evening with 
me, judging it adviſeable to let the ex- 
piring ſufferer have every e of 
compoſing herſelf. . 5 
Early the next morning, he repaired to 5 
his fiſter's chamber, from whence he 
came into mine, and informed me ſhe | 
had paſſed the night tolerably, tranquil, 
and waited her change i in parſol reg 
| nation. ; 
And oh, Pr derte never was s dying 
peniten ce diſtinguiſhed with more fer- 
vent, more exemplary —_——_ 
I had two interviews afterwards with 
her, yeſterday and this evening. 
In paſſing through the hall this after- | 
| noon, I was met by the phyſician, who 
deſired permiſſion to have a few mi- 
nutes converſation witch me in the par- 
lor: «You ſeem, Sir,” ſaid he, © af- 
fectionately intereſted in the caſe of the 
= young lady above; and you will excuſe 
my oblerving that I ſuſpeR ſome men- 
N tal 


WE 
— 
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tal complaint to have hurried on this fa- 
tal criſis---be that as it may, ſhe cannot 
ſurvive many hours. I have done all I 
could for her, but the malady was too 
far gone, and has baffled every art---at 
| preſent I believe ſhe is dozing, and I am 
inclined to think it moſt likely ſhe will 
go off ſo; unleſs, therefore, you have any 
particular wiſh to ſee her, or any thing 
to communicate that may be of impor- 
tance, I would rather recommend it to 
you not to diſturb her.” I had aſſured 
the worthy doctor of my ready acqui- 
eſcence, and how earneſtly I wiſhed her 
to have every poſſible opportunity of 
being compoſed, when a ſervant on the 


ſtairs called out to the people of the 


houſe to diſpatch a meſſenger for Mr. 
Forteſcue- I anſwered the call, and was 
informed that the dying lady had ex- 
preſſed a deſire to ſee me. I flew up 
| ſtairs, and found the fainting victim 


nearly gone. She was ſcarce able to 


ſpeak, but beckoned me to come near 
ber, and fixing her half. cloſed eyes on 
me, in imperfe& ſentences ſhe ſpoke 
_ & Forteſcue---T go---ſome happier girl 
« my bleſs you yet, in whole arms you 
* will 


* : 
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I, will forget. your unhappy Caroline.” | 
She made a faint effort to bear my hand 
once more to her lips, but failing, it 
dropt on her boſom, and with an uni- 
niſhed ſigh ſhe expired. GE 
MW Thus fell Caroline Forteſcue, prema- : 
W turely cut off at the early age of twenty- - 
one, a fatal ſacrifice to infidelity and dif 
honor! nor will it avail now that ſhe 
ce moved the chaſte repreſentative of 
picky and virtue, and ſhone in the cir. 
cles of ſuperior ſplendor. Alas, the ſad 
moment that witneſſed her fall from in- 
nocence, ſaw her plunging into miſery 
and wretchedneſs, that 28 terminated | 
with her exiſtence! 
have peruſed the manuſcript her dy- 
ing hands committed to me, and I ſhall 
take an opportunity to tranſcribe ſo as 
to incloſe it in my next. It compriſes x 
recital of her ſufferings ſince her elope- 
ment, and ſhews into what complicated 
calamities ſuch pts hurries the 
| deluded frail ones. — Oh, may Caro- 
line be the laſt on the fad liſt of guiltx 
victims, and no future huſband endure 
What has embittered the fate of F or- 
teſcue! 


— 0 I mall 


friend. 
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1 ſhall only ſay here until the funeral 


is over, which I will take care to have 
in every reſpect ſuitable to the wife of 


your friend. I have forgiven her, and 
am not aſhamed of this tribute of a tear. 


to her memory. In the cold tomb then, 
reſt unfortunate girl, and accurſed be 


the tongue, that prompted by malice, or 
dictated by ſcandal], ſhall uncharitably 
retrace errors for which thou haſt amply 
expiated ! oh 
= Adieu, your” WEE: 
AuBLEY ForTESCUE- 


. L E TX R IX. 
| 10 1 COURTNEY, AT WINDSOR. 


Tax ; ABBEY-HOUSE . | 


| 1 Was prepared for your raillery, my 

dear Eleanor, and knew very well 

pour ſprightly nature would find ſome- 
Wing to amuſe itſelf with, even though 


it ſhould be a litile expenſive to n 
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Convinced of the fincerity of your af- 
fection for me, and miſtruſtful of my 
own capability to form a competent 
judgment of things, I kaow that I ought | 
to liſten to your admonitions, and place 
them to the account of difintereſted zeal; 
but when, ſetting aſide the gentler offices 
of friendſhip, you have recourſe to arti- 
ficial means to carry a favorite point, 
forgive me, if without meaning to ſhew a 
ſpirit of perverſenets, I take the liberty 
of remonſtratiag. 
Generally | ſucceſsful in all your anda | 
takings, Eleanor, I own I wonder you 
ſhould on this occaſion have ſo widely 
miſtaken your ground, for believe me it 
will appear that the frightful images you 
ſo induſtriouſly endeavour to conjure up 
in my mind, are the very inſtruments of 
your defeat. Unluckily I love to traverſe 
gloomy halls and hollow-ſounding cham- 
bers. I gaze in ſilent admiration on the 
venerable remnants of antiquity which 
W ornament the mouldering pillars. I ſur- 
| vey with awful attention the glittering 
| armour and us ſacred appendages, re- 
gardleſs of the ſkeleton within, and fo far 
from ſhrinking at the idea of a fitting 
| O's: Fenn, 
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Form, 1 declare 1 would fit up all night 
to ſee one, The cawing of the rooks 
and the ſolitary ſcream of the night-bird 
never diſcompoſe me, nor. does the 
Heavy flapping of the raven's wing oc- 
caſion one unpleaſant ſenſation—the tur- 
rets and battlements impreſs me with an 
idea of ancient grandeur ſinking to de- 
Cay, and the deep-toned bell reverbe- 
rating through the ſounding avenues, 


amps a ſolemnity on the ſcene N 


L awful and ſublime. 


So much then for the effect of my 


| friend” s firſt experiment. 


Nor is ſhe more happy in her ſecond 


attempt im loading the innocent unof- 


fending ſtranger with ſuch an unmerciful 


weight of invective and abuſe. Ah, my 
dear, Forteſcue is invulnerable to theſe 
feeble attacks—he ranks not with the. 

' worthleſs inſenfibles who merit the con. 

' tempt and ridicule of our ſex. Shielded 
with conſcious integrity, and elevated by 
the dignity of an exalted mind, he looks 
with contempt on the little arts of vulgar 
Prejudice, and ſmiles at its weak en- 
degvours to tarniſh his unfullied fame. 


But 
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I 


But here poſſibly you will take oc 
ſion to triumph, ſince (with real regret 
[ tell it) Mr. Forteſcue has left the Vale 
and is gone no one knows whither, A 
ſtranger who arrived here expreſs, the 


preceding evening, hurried him away 
yeſterday morning, and we are as much 


at a loſs to conjecture the” cauſe of his 
departure as tojudge of the probability 
of his ever returning. | 

And now, Eleanor, having gratified a a 
little feminine whim in ſtriving to con- 


= vince you that I was not to be frightened 


away, ! I proceed to inform you that in my 
next letter you may expect to find a vo- 

luntary conſent under my own hand to 
embrace the friendly refuge you offer 


me, and I ſhall then neceſſarily take a 


long, and perhaps a tft farewell of theſe 
delightful ſcenes. Ah, my dear, the 
heart will yearn to a favorite ſpot, was it 


only from a principle of gratitude for 
= the pleaſure it has known there! ; Bhi 


Love 10 all friends, DES 


Jour LeGRAnD, | 


8 LETTER 
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LETTER X. 


TO FREDERIC NORMAN, ESQ. 


Bamror nor- WELLS: 


3 HE final ſcene is olefed, and. the 
laſt worldly honors are paid to all that 
remained of the once lovely Caroline. 
The funeral was conducted with an 
appearance of elegant ſimplicity with- 
out any diſtinguiſhing pomp of gawdy 
pageantry. One mourning coach which 
contained Mr. Oſborne and myſelf, fol- 
lowed the hearſe to Briſtol, where, in a 
vault belonging to church, we 
de poſited our melancholy charge. 
| The engaging manners of this very 
| amiable young man have very much en- 
W'  dJeared him to me, and from an attach- 
Wl ment of real friendſhip and ſincere 
eſteem TI importuned him to return with 
me into Wales, but his own private at+ 
fairs, he informed me, rendered: his at- 
. tendance in London indiſpenſable at this 
1 criſis, and ſo ſoon as he has adjuſted 
'F them, he intends letting off for the Ger- 
„ 


— 
„ 
. _ . 8 
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man Spa, whers- it ſeems Dutton is at 
preſent, attached to all the gayer circles 
of faſhionable diflipation, 

I have given the lieutenant a letter to 
Lord , to whom I have ear- 
neſtly recommended him, and he 
takes his leave of me early in the 
morning, . „ 
In cloſed is a copy of Caroline" s nar- 

rative—let your next be addreſſed as 
uſuali to the Vale -I leave Briſtol at noon 
to- morrow. ; 


Adieu, le 
AvDLty For xrscur - 


L E TT E R. 2 
— TO AUDLEY FOR TESCUE, rsd 


(ineloſed in the preceding ) 


V V HEN . 1 that inſeribes_ 
theſe. imperfect characters ſhall be 
cold, and the heart which now but 
faintly throbs, ſhall beat no more, when 


* Mr. Oſborne had this letter with him to deliver to Mr. 
Forteſcue at his firſt - interview with him in the Vale, but 
finding him ſo readily reconciled to ſeeing his lady, he rather 
| Choſe to give the unfortunate ſufferer a chance * preſenting 
it to him herſelf. 


8 4 the 


the ſeverity of its reſentment, and whilſt 
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the period of Caroline's offences 1s 
tloſed, and charity beſtows a tear on her 
grave, the boſom of him to whom this 
laſt appeal is made, may perhaps relax 


the ſterner voice. of juſtice is huſhed by 
humanity, Audley Fortefcue may in- 
dulgently liſten to the momentary whiſ- 
per of expiring tenderneſs. 
Cut off from every attachment to fe: 
and drooping betimes into an early grave, 

my laſt conſolation in this world depends 
on the accompliſhment of one hope, and 
if he, whom next to my God, I have moſt 
offended, will extend to me his pardon 
and pity, when he ſhall be convinced that 
it was ſued for under all the agonies of 
bitter but fervent repentance, I will leave 
him the melancholy ſatisfaction of having 
ſoothed my diſtracted mind, and ſoften- 
ed the anguiſh that is ſure to attend the 
conſciouſneſs of guilt like mine. 

I am writing, Mr. Forteſcue, from 
hat bed from which it is next to impoſ- 
| fible I ſhould ever riſe more. And the 
: only friend I have left, witneſſes and will 
vouch for, the ſincerity of my contrition | 
hat friend is my brother, whom I 
have 
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hve. but lately found-Providence faw 
me deſtitute, and directed him to my re- 
lief---he forgot my error in my misfor- 
W tunes, and with a godlike ſincerity came 
: —pitied--and ſuccoured me. 
But for his aid I muſt have 8 
want and wretchedneſs had nearly over- 
powered me, when he appeared like my 
= guardian angel, and ruſhed between me 
and deſtruction. 

WM The indiſcretions of his unfortunate. 
ſiſter have fixed a ſtain n a family, not 
W diſtinguiſhed for aftiuence, but until 1 


diſgraced it, free from a ſpeck of dif- 


honor---and three years ſince, had it 
been prophetically whiſpered to him that 
Caroline was to fall, he would have 
Wy thought no hazard too great, no pledge 
too precious to have riſqued as ſecurity | 
for her integrity —but diſappointed as he 
is, he forgives me, and has promiſed to 
intercede with the moſt injured of men 
to do the ſame. He will himſelf com- 
mit this letter into your hands, as my 
earneſt dying requeſt, unleſs (which 1 
fear is very unlikely) he ſhould be ſuc- 
ceſsful in his enquiries after you, and you 
ſhould be prevailed on once more to 1 

3 in 
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in Lode perſonally to aſſure of your for. 
giveneſs, the unworthy girl that has 
diſhonoured you. 
l hope and believe 1 poſſeſs as ; mucl 
common charity in my nature as moſt of 
my ſex, particularly in extending forgive- 
neſs for injuries; but I ſolemnly declare] 
want power in my preſent ſtate of mind, 
do forgive the villain that deluded and i 
| betrayed me---altho*I own I have on my 
knees conjured my brother to abandon 
every idea of revenge, and leave to 
Heaven the cauſe of the unhappy victin HZ 
to bis perky. 


CCC 


The admiring world had inceſſantly 
offered me ſuch flattering tributes of 
| homage and applauſe, that it will not be Wi 
- wondered if a female mind felt itſelf too 
1 laviſhly ſupplied with ingredients for 
vanity. I was then ſcarcely eighteen, 
and to ſay that I was unconſcious of my 4 
perſonal attractions, or that I felt not N 
- ſome ſecret delight in extending my em- 
| pire of admiration, would be departing i 
from chat dncerity which this awful = | 
* 


AUDLEY FORTES cus. . ; 


demands.—Ir | is a frailty that in unmar- 
ried women ſooner or later leads into 
alarming embarraſsments, but fatal in · 
deed are its conſequences when it inter- 
feres with the nuptial vow, and deludes 
a wife from that honourable duty ſhe 
| owes to the lord of her tons "and. 


6 => » him alone. 
= Mr. Dutton was too well fkitled i in the 5 


ie of gallantry, and too reſolutely 8 
determined to accompliſh his deſigns, to 
fail improving every ſymptom of my 
weakneſs to his ad vantage. The many 
opportunities your generous unſuſpicious 
nature afforded him of being alone with 
me, and of attending me in my morning 
airings, all conſpired to facilitate his in- 
famous advances. Lown I liſtened when 
IJ ought to have ſhrunk from them. 
Vet ſuffer me ſolemnly to proteſt that 

at the moment I left my home, that fatal 

evening, an elopement was foreign to my 
thoughts —ſuch a meaſure had never 

been ſuggeſted by the traitor, nor was I 

in any manner aware that he had plan- 
ned any ſcheme to enſnare me. 
After having rode a great way, the 
10 _ to wear, and 1 e a wiſh 
to 


reached —————, Mr. Dutton 


ſeemed moſt ee ee. ob. 


the way to the town where it was to be 


intreated Mr. Dutton, on no account, to 


cout ſeveral times, and coming back, aſ- 


1 
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to return, leſt it ſhould be late before we 


ſerved that he could turn better in the 
town, which was only half a mile for. 
wards: this perfectly ſatisfied me, but 
we had not gone many yards further 
before the pole of the carriage ſuddenly 
ſnapt (whichT have fince diſcovered was 
a concerted matter) and we were under 
the neceſſity of walking the remainder of 


repaired. Here we took ſome refreſh- 
ments, but finding the people dilatory, 
and that the evening was advancing ra- 
pidly, I grew impatient, and earneſtly 


ſuffer a moment to be loſt, He went 


ſured me that every thing would ſoon be 
ready, but at length a ſervant came in 
and informed us that it, would by no 
means be prudent for us to venture home 
in the phaeton in the dark, as the pole 
had been ſplintered before, but that 
luckily a poſt-chaiſe was in the inn- yard, 
which if Mr. Dutton pleaſed he might 
he ve his deen put to, and ſet off im- 
9 _mediately ; ; 


A VD LEY | FOR TE S C U E. : 1 


medliately: this ſeemed ſo probable and 


1 conſiſtent, that I felt no ſort of alarm 


whatever, and when the chaiſe drew up, 


I got into it with all the compoſure 2D 


imaginable. 1 
It ſoon grew very al and I found 
we were in a rough croſs-country road, 
W which I had no recolleQion of having 
= paſſcd before, and I expreſſed ſome un- 
= cafineſs—but on interrogating Mr. Dut- 
W ton more cloſely, I thought he began to 
prevaricate, and to betray ſome ſymp- 
toms of confuſion— nor was it long be- 
fore the villain diſcovered himſelf, and 
aſſailed me with a profuſion of the moſt 
violent careſſes—Judging by my ſilence, 
which really proceeded from the aſtoniſn- 
ment I was in, that J was not diſcouraging 
him, he began by a torrent of rhetorie 
to vindic ate the meaſures he had taken to 
get me in his power, and ſtrove, by 
every argument that the moſt conſum- 
mate ſubtlety could deviſe, to reconcile 
me to his guilty propeſals—yor he re- 
preſented as a faithleſs and baſe deceiver, 
ſolemnly proteſting and calling on 
Heaven to witneſs the fact that to his 
knowledge you hag women in different 


paris 
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parts of London devoted to your pleas 
ſures---that your fortune was impaired, 
and that the evil day, which tcemed'with 
a a dreadful diſcovery, was at no great 
_ diſtance---that you had a ſcheme in con- 
templation (and which was very near 
ripe) of decoying me into France, in or- 
der to fix me. in a convent (which at the 
moment recalled to my mind the indul- 
gent propoſition you had lately made to 
me of taking an excurſion to the Con- 
tinent, for the benefit of my health, but 
which undercircumſtances of immediate 
prejudice, I was weak enough hen to 
interpret unfavourably)- -in ſhort, by 
theſe and a thouſand inſinuations equally 
fraudulent and deceptive, he labored to 
impreſs my mind with a ſenſe of your 
unworthineſs nor was the letter forgot- 
ten- - that myſterious letter which you 
well remember to have received with 
ſuch violent agitation,® and which you 
ſeemed ſo artfully and earneſtly to evade 
any enquiry into, he placed all to the 
ſcore of guilt, and if I did not implicitly 
believe him---I cannot ſay but that I ra- 
ther doubted, e . 


ON 


® It does dot appear what the lady alludes to, 


: AUDLEY FORTESCUP. 63 


At laſt we arrived and ſtopped at a 


: ſolitary inn on the ſkirt of a dreary come 
mon, which a faint gleam of the moon 
| preſented to view, and Mr. Dutton, pro- 


poſing to alight as it was then very late, 


_ pledged himſelf with the moſt ſolemn 


aſſeverations that it was the fartheſt from 


his intentions to attempt the leaſt viola- 


tion of delicacy-- that his love for me was 
unbounded, but at the ſame time it was 

hallowed with a reverence and reſpe& _ 

which muſt always ſecure me from any 
treſpaſs that was likely to reſult from un- 


: governable paſſion. 25 


Thus having incantiouſly ſuffered my- 1 


felf to be enſnared, and feeling Oy head 


grow-giddy, and an unaccountable drow- 


ſineſs gathering over me, which I have 


| fince diſcovered to be owing to an in- 
fuſion of ſomething into the wine and 
water I had taken at 

8 which, being. thirſty, 4 had drauk rather | 

freely, I had little power of remonſtrat- 


ing yet ſtill I felt inclined, tho*I know 


not wh y, to confide in his honor, and to 
think myſelf protected, at leaſt for hat 


dy from any licentious advances. 


Supper Was ordered. and I heard him 
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particularly direct two bed rooms to be 
got in readineſs, but my mind as well as 
my whole frame was ſo violently dif- 
turbed that 1 have. little recollection of 
: what paſſed =— _ 
—— Except that after having 
taken a ſort of ſullen leave of Mr. Dut- 
ton, I was conducted by a female ſervant. 
(a decent looking country-woman) to a 
chamber, and left to my repoſe---but I 
could not have been long in bed, for I was 
| ſcarcely ſunk into an imperfect ſlumber, 
when II felt ſome perſon by my fſide--- 
I ſcreamed out, but Dutton had me faſt- 


locked in his arms, and reſiſtance ofa 
vain, 


The m morning came, but found me not 
familiarized to the meaſures of guilt, or 
inſenſible to the ſhame that was ſure to 
attend it---I wept and raved with all the 
vuiolence of diſtraction, nor could the ac- 
_compliſhed traitor's ſpecious arguments, 
"tho? dreſſed up in the deluſive garb of 
ſophiſtry, and interlarded with ſpecious 
vows of eternal fidelity, reconcile mea 
moment to myſelf. Alas, reflexion had 
affailed me with accumulating ter- 
. and I ſhrunk from the light as from 
8 a ma- 
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a malicious fiend that wantonly expoſed 
| ho miſchief that was done! 
Overpowered with the heavy conſci- 


ouſneſs of my crime, there was nothing 


I dreaded ſo much as the thoughts of 
ever again facing the moſt injured of 


men---the. wretch who had me in his 


power obſerved a conflict in my dif- 
tracted breaſt, and when I had once 


nearly determined to run every riſque, 


and, whether I obtained your forgiveneſs 


or not, conſign myſelf to a diſtant ſeclu- 
fon from the world, he pictured fuch a 
dreadful ſcene, ſuch fatal conſequences 


3 : 3 
in caſe I attempted it, that my reſolution. 


gave way, and I ſuffered myſclf to be 
conveyed to London. 
(And if I had power to deſcribe the 


bitter anguiſh of my ſoul, or to expreſs 


with what a bleeding heart I was hurried 
along the roads, which in days of inno- 


eence and happineſs I had traverfed with 
the moſt affectionate of huſbands, my 


puniſhment. would be pronounced at 
moſt equal to my crime. 


Every face that looked on me ſcemed 
to dart reproach that ſtung me to the 


ſoul 
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6 AUDLEY FORTESCUE, 
ſoul—honeſt indignation ſeemed rouſed 
to upbraid me—lI felt like an outcaſt 
from the world from friends—from 
connexions — 5 | 

My little infant 

Gracious God 1-1 was o wretch enough 

to abandon my « child — 


— 
— 


43 was now with Mr. Dunon in Lon- 
don, in faſhionable and expenſive apart- 
ments in 3 Etreet. Proud of the 
ſucceſs of his exploits, and eager to gra- 

tiſy his unbounded vanity (though mani- Wl 
ſeſtly at the expence of every thing 
dear to me) the ungenerous wretch from f 
time to time introduced ſeveral of his i 
profligate aſſociates to viſit me---they 

were to be ſure, chiefly. his countrymen, 
and without meaning any general reflex1- 
on, I believe it is admitted that the gen- 
tlemen of Ireland are not always the moſl 
delicate in their conduct on ſuch occaſions 
== but as a ſingular inſtance of conſummate 


villainy, I have been informed that Mr. 


Dutton ablolutely boaſted i in a crowded 
coffee 


his friend. 


The event of the trial, however, in 
which the jury, wifely meaſuring the na- 
ture and the extent of your injury, 
awarded ſuch conſiderable damages,*was 


ſoon diſcoverable in his conduct at 
home---mean enough to conſider me as 


the primary cauſe of his being obliged. 


| brutality. 


of my honor and my peace. My God, 

into what abject miſery was I plunging ! 
= This honorable deſpoiler of domeſtic 
W tap pineſs, this traitor to his boſom- friend, 


now 


The verdid was for ten thouſand pounds, 
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eoffec-houſe of his triumph over, and 
being then in poſſeſſion of the wife of 


to abſcond in order to avoid impriſon- 
ment (his relations having peremptorily 
declared their reſolution to renounce 
him) his behaviour ſoon deſcended from 
cold politeneſs to mortifying indiffer- 
ence, and at length funk into marked | 


I was now left to reflet on my audit ; 
cretions, and on the ſacrifice I had made 
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now ſatiated with poſſeſſion and ripe for 
new enterprizes, found it expedient to 
concert a plan which might afford a 
plauſible pretence to abandon me, and 


actually contrived to bring one of his 


. ; countrymen. (properly inſtructed for 
the purpoſe) who at a convenient oppor- 
tunity was to become a candidate for my 


affections- this neceſſary tool of accom- 


_ - modating friendſhip, in his firſt outſet 
| betrayed his purpoſe--+for the chief argu- 


ment he had the inſolence to make uſe of 


was the neceſſity I was under in juſtice to 
myſelf, of revenging the unmerited lights 
I met with from Mr. Dutton (His 
FRIEND!) and the check it would be to 
his pride to find I had taken the ſpirited 

| _ reſolution of flying from a fellow ſo un- 
2? worthy my regard. But I inſtantly ſaw 


through the ſhallow artifice, and although 


my virtue had hitherto ſlumbered, it 
was on this occaſion rouſed into a ſenſe 
of its conſequence, and with becoming 
and ſucceſsful dignity overwhelmed the 
infamous abettors of the nefarious plot 


in terror and confuſion. 


Defeated in this unmanly attempt, 
Mr. Dutton felt himſelf at a loſs to ac- 


compliſh 


* 


AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 6 


compliſh his purpoſe, unleſs by ſome 
deeper laid ſtratagem, and the expedient 
he had afterwards recourſe to might have 


anſwered, had I not had reaſon for ſuſpi- 


cion and of courſe took every occation.to 


goure myſelf againſt impoſition. 
One evening after I had been anxiouf- 


0 waiting for Mr. Dutton's return from a 
faſhionable gaming-houſe to which he 


was accuſtomed to dedicate his midnight 


| hours, I was a good deal ſurprized to 


find him greet me on his entrance with a 


fondneſs I had long been eſtranged to, 
and if the colouring had not been too 
glaring I might have been deluded into a 
temporary belief of its reality, ſuppoſing 
that ſome extraordinary ſucceſs at play 
had elevated his ſpirits, but under my 
circumſtances, cautious and ſuſpicious, 1 
watched his motions, and was preſently 
convinced that ſome miſchief was lurking 
under the maſk of good-nature---the 
clock ſtruck four, and ſuddenly preten- 
ding to recolle& himſelf, he faid it was 
hardly worth while to undreſs, as he had 


promiſed to accompany Colonel I.—III 


a few miles on the road to Liverpool, and 
the chaiſe was. to call for him between 
"Tour 
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would have the goodneſs to forgive his 
having treſpaſſed on my repoſe, and beg: 
ged me to retire to reſt. 


pearances of ſuſpicton, there is frequently 
ſomething ambiguous in its movements, 
that leads to its own deſtruction—1 Was 
now perſuaded that ſome new manceuvre 
was on foot, and that it behoved me 
__wanrily to watch the progreſs of it---pre- 
tending therefore to be ſatisfied, I wiſhed Ml 
him an agrecable Journey, and WRRGreS "3 
to my chamber. 


hand, äntending to keep myſelf awake to 
watch the progreſs of the ſuſpected con- 


_ exceſſive fatigue, at length gave way, 
and I was almoſt loſt in a ſlumber, when 
I vas alarmed by hearing a creaking from 
that fide of my room. where the cloſe! 
was, and liſtening, I heard ſome perſon 


for a moment rivetted to my feat with 
_ aſtoniſhment and fear, but with a won- 
 derful preſence of mind, I counterfeired 
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four and eln hoped therefore I 


If guilt is not always marked with ap- 
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Ichrew myſelf into an eaſy y chair by 
the bed-fide, with Rouſſeau's Julia in my 


ſpiracy; but nature overpowered with 


tread ſoftly towards the bed---I remained 


Beep 


— 
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f Reep until I heard the perſon get into the 
ved, when flying to the bell and ringing it 
W violently, ſcreaming all the time, I alarm. 
Jed the houſe, and the fellow jumping 
out of bed, collected his cloaths and Pre- 
5 cipitately retreated. 
That ſome of the ſervants connived at 
is eſcape there is no room whatever to 
Wd oubt, otherwiſe nothing could have been 
aer than to intercept and apprehend 
My brother indeed, by extraordinary 
Wpains, found out one of the domeſtics, 
ad partly by threats and partly by hold- 
Yang out a reward, he drew from him ſome 
Woutl incs of that part of the plot, to which 
8 t had been found neceſſary to make him 
Privy, which if it did not amount to an 
Wbſolute diſcovery, went very near to 
orroborate every circumſtance I had- 
apprehended. 
Mr. Dutton I have never ſince beheld 
— this was his laſt effort to diſhonor 
and diſgrace me, and having failed, he 
hought it expedient to abſcond and leave 5 
me to my fate. | 
Day after day I expected his return, 
but hearing n no > tidings of him, and the 
| : po ; 


__ 


people of the houſe becoming impor: 


| tute of the means of diſcharging, I de- 
termined to ſecure what few valuables] 
| had, and give up the apartments. 


woman who kept an earthen-ware ſhop 
in ————$treet (and to whom I had 
communicated fome circumſtances of 
my ſtory) to a lodging in Petty-France, 
_ Weſtminſter, whither I went, and having 
converted my little articles into money, 
I found myſelf miſtreſs of about deren 
teen guineas. 


way, before this ſum was entirely exhauſt- 


Work, or engage in ſome humble do- $ 
meſtic occupation, which might ſerve toll 
keep the horrors of want at a diſtance. 


any particular recommendation, I ſoon S 
found it altogether impracticable to de- 
rive any ſupport in that line, and my li- 


four months, I ſaw myſelf on the eve of 1 
being expoſed to all the miſeries of indi- 


A 
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tunate for their rent, which I was deſti- 


I was directed by a good kind of 2 


N Dk”. ESE IU et. 
F 
„ 3 

C 


I thought it might poſſibiy fall in my 
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ed, to provide myſelf with ſome needle- 
But as a ſtranger without friends or £ 
tle ſtock gradually decreaſing, in about 


gence and diſtreſs, 5 1 
Here 7 
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Here let the thoughtleſs fair one turn 


her eyes and ſurvey the melancholy 
wreck of ſhattered reputation—bleſt but 


a few. months ſince with health, with 
wealth and honor,ſplendor and happineſs 
awaited my call, and I commanded the 


ſuffrages of a devoted world—flattering 


and bright were my morning prof pes, 
and tranquil and ſerene my evening 
hours; pleaſures ſanctioned by innocence 
and purity encireled me round, and eve- 
ry joy I had power to communicate to o- 
thers I received back with ten- fold ſa- 
tisfaction; this was the enviable ſlate of 
conſcious virtue—now mark the fatal 


reverſe---pining in a miſerable chamber, 


ſcantily ſupplied with common neceſ- 
faries, - behold the forſaken Caroline, 1 
doomed to linger out a guilty E ence- 

no friend to ſooth, to pity or protect her 
her mind torn by a dreadful variety of 
contending paſſions, one moment feeling 
the dire workings of deſpair, and the next 
aſſailed by reflection, ſettling into the 


fad ſtillneſs of melancholy remorſe. 


Ah look into thyſelf, wretched girl--- 5 
ſee thy happieſt hours of promiſed life 


tor ever blaſted- ſee thyſelf at the early 
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age of nineteen fatally cut off from every 
f hope, from every proſpect that your 
make exiſtence defirable. 


ſeducer, Dutton, determine on the de- 
ſtruction of the fair ſabric of domeſtic 
ſelicity; if the monitor reflection, but fos 
a moment prevails, think *ere ye ſtrike 
ibe irremediable blow, what ſcenes of 
| horror arc about to burſt on the wretched 
victim to your guilty pleaſures ?---go un- 


and barter with devoted beauty for the 
meretricious gratification, but treſpaſs not 


volve in your crimes, the defence leſs 
virgin and unguarded wife. 


as the luſt ſad ſhelter from miſery and 

reProa Ch-=-y et not until my finances were 
reduced to a ſolitary ſixpence, and my 
ſcanty wardrobe hardly atorded me ſuf- 
Heient to appear in, did 1 take the fatal 
reſolatioa. 
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And ye giddy ſons of licentiouſneſs 
and diſſipation, who, like the treacherous 


reſtrained explore the midnight b1othel, 
on the roof of private friendſhip, nor in- 


That W refoge of the unhap- 
py , ſelf-defiruQion, now preſented itſelf 


Friend- 


AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 5; 
| - Friendlefs and forſaken, I ſaw myſelf 
; bokins under the preſſure of ſorrow and 


want, and whichever way Iturned the 


: ſore againſt the ſeverity of my deſtiny, 


bd 


f proſpect was dreadful ; to ſtruggle there- 


would be only lengthening my milery, 


ud eventually aggravating it. 


I fixed upon Roſoman's pond in the 


reen Park to perpetrate the horrid deed, 


hould cloſe the ſcene of my misfortunes} 
WT walked ſeveral times rou 
Watching an opportunity to plunge into 


emarkably fine, and the company in- 


oon be uſeleſs to me, I threw it towards 


the pond, 


er, but asT obſerved it rolling from the 
travel towards the turf, I tu raed round to 
5 ST 


und one evening, (which I determined ; 


t unobſerved, but as the evening was 


uced to enjoy it, I ſaw che neceſſity of 
Wc fcrring it 'till a later hour, and in order 
go prevent my being taken any notice of, 
wandered along the wilderneſs which led 
owards the rangers---here I met with a 
oor woman with two infants who ſolicit- 
d charity---I ſtopt for a moment to 
ompare within myſelf the different ſort 
o miſeries we were contending with, and 
ccolleAing that my laſt ixpence would 
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ſee if ſhe had ſecured it, when immedi. 
ately behind me my eyes encountered a 
form on which they gazed an inſtant, and 
whilſt] juſt uttered the word ROHR. 
they cloſed, __ 1 ſunk lifeleſs on the 
ground. Von ; 
When recovered, I found myſelf re- 
clined on a bench in the arms of my ; 
brother, whoſe emotions at ſo unexpected 
a rencontre were 1 as Molen as 
| mine. ” EO 
Oiur firſt greetings were affedionately 
O interchanged, and he preſſed me to his 
boſom as the dearly beloved ſiſter of his 
youth, but when he talked of attending 
me HOME, my coaſcious heart ſhrunk 
from the propoſal, and I hefitated=then 
the ſecret began to betray itſelf, and the 
| beſt of brothers preſently found he was 
ſtraining within his embraces her that M 
: had diſhonoured and diſgraced him.“ 
The tear of diſappointment ſtole down 
his manly cheek, but fraternal àffection 
ruſhed into his heart he took my hand 
— come, Caroline, the die is caſt, and 
we may ament the misfortune, but 'tis 
not Poſſible. to remedy 1 it— tis well that 


* Mr. Oſborne had — arrived in London that morn- 


yr our 
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our departed parents are ſpared the an- 


guiſn of this diſcovery yet they would 


not have renounced their favourite child 
nor ſuffer her to be plunged into greater 
calamities; I muſt be a friend, Caroline, 


as well as a brother. 


Reſcued from the rend ful ſacrifice ] 
was about to make, I returned with him 


to the ſolitary chamber, from which de- 


ſpair had ſo lately driven me, impiouſly 


armad againſt myſelf, and having diſ- 
char 


me away to an apartment in the neigh- 
bourhood of Leiceſter Fields. 


And with unwearied attention, With 


unceaſing aſſiduity —with all the ſoothing 


and welcome conſolations of tenderneſs, 
did the amiable youth ſtrive to reconcile 
me to myſelf but the blow was ſtruck, 
fell into a decline, which I law with 
ſceret ſatisfaction, promiſed to put a_ 
ſpeedy period to ÞY- N aud 
diſgrace. 8 5 
Waſted and worn to a POET 8 
ſpectacle, at laſt the Briſtol- hot-wells 
were recommended as a final reſource, 
and more from a wiſh to oblige my bro- 
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the rent (of which there was not 
more than a week in arrear) he hurried. 
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/ 


ther and reward his generous attention, 
than from any hope of being benched, 
I undertook the journey, but was ſo weak 
and reduced as to be e of ten 
day s ON the road. 
I have now been nearly a worte 
confined to the chamber, from whence [ 
pen this melancholy record it has col 
me much labour and many tears, but | 
have ſtruggled hard to accompliſh it--- 
feel myſelf haſtily approaching my end 
Eno medicines can avail---my life pays 
the forfeit of my indiſcretions, and I ſur. 
render it with becoming reſignatton. , 
My brother, Mr. Forteſcue, has pro- 
miſed 10 ende avour by every poſlible 
exertion to find you out, and try to per- 
fuade you, by repreſenting me as I really 
am, to indulge me with your forgiveneſs 
I think 1 have a good deal to hope 
from the tenderneſs, the N of | 
your nature. 
But ſhould my Bual tas arrive 
before he returns ſhould I go without 
the melancholy gratification of being 
forgiven (which I dare ſay you will be 
ſorry for) let rot this laſt prayer of dying 
penitence be forgotten may every 
N „„ 55 | bleſſing, 


AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 70 


bleſſing, every happineſs await you, and 


may the remembrance of an unfortunate. 
girl who once ardently loved you, never 


embitter a future moment or incline you 


to judge too harſhly of our ſex— another 


Caroline there cannot be. 


And may I, Mr. Forteſcue, without 
being ſuſpeted of a wiſh to impeach _ 
your. uniform generoſity, venture to 
breathe one tender maternal ſigh for that 


dear infant I was cruel enough to aban- 


don---ſuffer its dying mother to commit 
it to your paternal care, and ſhould the 
baſe tongue of calumay wantonly ag- 
gravate the ſtory of my ſhame, remem- 


ber I here cali God to witneſs, that du- 


ring the career of fatal indiſcretion, my 


only guilt was with Mr. Dutton. 


Oh, Forteſcue, if the recollection of, | 
our paſt loves ſhould teal in at this me- 


lancholy moment and give birth to a 


tender ſentiment in favour of the un- 


happy Caroline, for pity's ſake nouriſh 


the gentle prepoſſeſſion-—I will look 


| down from the other world, if heaven, 


accepting my penitence will recelve me, 


and watch over you and the little! inno— 


cent with affectionate and grateful fond- 
| OY nelſs, 
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"neſs, ſuch as then may be worthily be- 
ftowed, conſidering it comes from a 
 Tfource purified in the preſence of An- 

gels. | 


CaxoLixy Fonxrsc us. 


-L E T 1 E R XI. 
70 51188 coonrny, 
Anprv-uover,Ficey 
Wo U will pronounce me a perverſe 
little Girl, Eleanor, for dwelling with 
juch apparent ſatisfaction on ſubjects 
hat are irkſome to my friend alas my 
. dear, this heart of mine muſt have 
''  fuffered a wonderful and a ſudden de- 
|  pravityifa few ſhort weeks could have 
made it inſenſible to gratitude or friend- 
|”  Afſhip---Iam not faying this to a ſtranger, 
10 tis to the faithful companion of my ear- 
Will llieſt youth, who is acquainted with every h 
0 thought and is convinced that I never 
I! © Harboured a wiſh which 1 ſhould endea- 
65 vour to conceal from her. 
"ry EN Knowing 
160 


1 We — 
[ 8 26 and _—R 
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„Kobin the dominion you hold over 
my heart, you are undoubtedly ſatisfied 
that nothing could ever dimigiſh your 
ſovereignty there---Ah leave me then, 
my dear, faithfully to obey 1 its innocent 
dictates—nor teach me the neceſſity ot 
diſſembling with my friend. 

And I have juſt felt a whiſper of con- 
viction that tells me I'ſhall be guilty of 
diſimulation if I ſeek to conceal any 
thing that relates to a ſubjeR | in which 
I own Iam unaccountably intereſted. 

The ſtranger is returned. 

I was at the vicarage laſt night, and . 
Mrs. Davenport and I in a vein of ſober 
ſentiment were recounting ſome of the 
amiable qualities of a certain abſent ac- 
quaintance of ours, when we diſcovered 
a dark figure eroſſing the Green and 
making towards us- various were our 
conjectures until Mr. Forteſcue appeared 
habited in deep ſables his naturally 
fine form and manly graces received 
additional ſanction from his dreſs---he ſa. 
luted us as friends that he thought wor- 
thy his regard, and I think during the 
whole evening diſcovered an unuſual 
elevation of e the barrier 

D 5 that 


e 
Ne PE e 
Tot © £ OR TT 
E 


: 
; 
: 


! 00 


45 AVUDLEY FORTESCUE. 


-that ſtood between him and happineſs i ls 
removed---yet if ſo, why return to his i 
melancholy ſcene of exile---Mrs. Daven- i 
port once riſqued a flight enquiry into if 
2 cauſe of his abrupt departure from 
„but inſtead of replying he ſeemed 
ok for ſome kind of excuſe, and wit) 
delicate adroitneſs ſhe inſtantly changed 
the ſubject. BH 
Surely my dear girl, the tunen ot 


Mr. F orteſcue” s affecti 1008S muſt be 2 com- 
pleat ſecurity againſt the evil you ſeem 


apprehenſive of? what girl poſſeſſed off 


common diſcretion could let her heart 
"nouriſh an attachment to a man, who 


was evidently ſuffering under the im- 
preſſion of a firſt love ?---indeed indeed, 
Eleanor. Four: aye nothing to ſear for 
pour friend. 

My giddy fider broke in upon me to 
"has a conſultation, as ſhe was pleaſed to 


call it, on a dreſs for her to appear it at an 
_ Aſſembly to be given by the Officers at- 


and Iwas obliged to humour her flippan- 


cy for above an hour, during which my 


little manuſcript was  configned to my 
cabt- 
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eabinet---I expect che dinner bell to ring 

every minute, and ſhall therefore not at- 

tempt to ſit down with any degree of 

compoſure, but juſt haſtily tell you that 
| L ſhall ſteal away to the Vicarage in the 

evening, and at my retu rn will cloſe my 

epiſtle. 

By the confuſion ag the ſervants 
[ ſappoſe we are to have an uncommon 
eroud of viſitors to-day. 


nid : 
Ihall be und guilty of hacboaring 


certain romantic-ſeatiments by my ſober 
correſpondent in her judicial capacity of 
lecturer to her friend, when ſhe finds I 
date this fragment at the awful hour of 
midnight-and that I tell her the bright. 
beams of a delightful moon are playing 
on the boſom of a ſilver ſtream that winds 
irregularly thro' the valley before me, 
and which my ſolitary windoweommands 
an uninterrupted view of—Ah me !--this 
is tae hour my Eleanor fingled out for 
alarm, and yet her undaunted friend is 
tearleſsly gazing on the ſurrounding 
ſcene and lmiling at chimerical horrors. 
On 
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0 On the riſe of the oppoſite hill are 
1.8 | the ruins of a church roofleſs and Neg- 
lected— hark! the bell tolls fromthe 
N turretts—all is ſilent again now pale 
FR ghoſts are aſſembling i in yonder Church 
IP. | yard, undiſturbed by human footſteps--- 


now the apparition of the poor pedlar 
(who was found murdered one winter's 
night in the dark lane below) is haunting 
the ſpot to alarm the ſolitary traveller- 
yet here [ fit, indifferent, unconcerned— 
altho' the chamber I occupy is at the 
extremity of a Ivy — winding gallery, and 


has not a habitable room within a conf: y 
derable diſtance of it. 
Well then, my dear, I am, you ſee 
ablolmely bardened, and there's an end 
at once "of all your ſchemes to e : 
me away. _ 
Now for the kiftory of the evening. 
We had indeed a firange motley 
groupe at dinner, and I thought ever 
moment an age until I could decentlfi 
make my eſcape—at laſt I contrived v 
ſteal away unobſerved, and with ligh 
tened ſteps tript to the Vicarage. 


1 ha 
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'S had got within a very little Ss 
of the houſe, when turning round the 
garden wall, Mr. Forteſcue was inſtantly 
before me—he was returning from the 
vicarage, the worthy divine being abſent | 
at a funeral and Mrs. Davenport called 
out to attend a neighbour who had juſt 
lain in—my viſit therefore would have 
been loſt and I muſt either have retreat. 
ed back ſullenly to the Abbey houſe, or 
| fought out ſome ſolitary path to linger 
away the hours I had otherwiſe ſo hap- 
pily diſpoſed of Mr. Forteſcue politely 
 ſympathized for the diſappointment I 
had met with, and with becoming deli- 
eacy hinted that the evening was delight- 
ful, and he ſhould think himſelf peculi- 
arly honored if I would condeſcend to 
accompany him in a little walk thro' 
the pleaſant winding of the wood our 
huouſe had no charms for me, Forteſcue's 
converſe was irreſiſtibly engaging, and 
where inclination leads (I am unreſerv- 
edly confeſſing all my frailties, =ivanor) 
every argument is readily admitted: 
away we rambled together, and inſenſi- 
bly wandering from the main road we 
got into the thickeſt ſecluſion of the wood 


and 
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and there for three hours we amuſed 
ourſelves in tracing and retracing its 
almoſt impenetrable receſles--- 
More pouting my dear---more 
1 for declamation againſt this rebel 
correſpondent of yours. 5 
Fes Eleanor, until the ſetting ſun 
and coolneſs of the weſtern breeze wa rn- 
ed me to retire, did I dedicate the happy 
moments to friendſhip and to Forteſcue, 
And are theſe dawnings of virtuous 
eſteem to be overcaſt by the chilling 
gloom of cold prudery ? has conſcious 
innocence no ſafeguard in itſelf, or are 
we to judge of all mankind by the Vitlat- 
ed principles of a depraved few ?---no, 
Eleanor, Julia's infant mind received 
certain generous impreſſions which it 
will require ſome violence to remove. 
Oh rhat you were here, Eleanor, and 
wouldibe convinced---that you could 
liſten to Mr. Forteſcue's diſtinguiſhed 
_ eloquence---mark the exalted purity of 
his ſentiments, and obſerve the delicate 


= ip which invariably graces his eve- 


action—how ſoon would prejudice 
. Fenn and on its ruins ariſe a laſt- 
ing monument of admiration? 


4 = 


pen and commence the well-meant 
jectute what a troubleſome creature is 


this Julia Legrand, thus to occalion ſo 
much inquietude in the boſom of her | 


deareſt friend. 


Heigh-ho what ſhall I ſay—me thinks 
I could dwell: for ever on this pleaſing. 
theme yet I feel a powerful attraction 
towards my Eleanor, and I would not for. 
the world wilfully give her a moment * 


Aneaſineſs. 


hen let us be ſerious my dear, and 
with that candor which I have ever given 
you credit for, tell me your ſentiments _ 
give me youradvice—am I in danger? 
I have heard that love has its ſweet delu- 
fiogs—1 am neither well or ill—a con- 
ſtant fluttering about my boſom—it can 
ſurely bode no harm ſomething may 
be amiſs notwithſtanding——another 3 
beigh-ho—1 11 retire to my pillow—good | 


night. .- 
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Am I in love my dear —1 hear you 
1 ſee the earneſt ſtare which 
ſpreads over your animated countenance. 
—now you wiſh you had me under the- 
friendly ſhelter of your generous roof— 
now you fly with affectionate zeal to your 
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night. may Angels guard the roof of my 
beloved friend. 


ori Leokany, 


LETT ER XII. 
10 Miss JUL. L. GRAND. 


Wasen. — Sunday. 


I. will be . Julia, and ſeriouſly 
and in few words, I pronounce you to 
be galloping apace into love. The ſub- 
tle tyrant is forging chains for you. 

„And u:der friendſhip's borrow CE name 
« He aims at thy incautious heart.” 


Oh how fervently have I prayed ha 
the ſpiteful flirt, whoever ſhe be, that 
ſent this doleful figure ſighing into 
Wales, was leading apes in a certain 
naughty place 5 
| "Tis all a wicked trick of malicious 
deſtiny to rob me of my Julia's affections, 
and tranfplant them to an TO 
' wretch of the other ſex. | 
Ah my dear, are you aware of the 
effects of theſe dangerous condeſcenſi- 


ons ? then, ere it be too late let. me point 
them out to you. 


Depend 


AUDLEY FORTESCUE. #9 
Depend upon it the pride of conqueſt 


is inherent in the minds of moſt men, 


they may talk of difintereſtedneſs, but 
dear ſelf is at the n of all their 
purſuits. _ 7 

:'The - common mode of: backoied 2 
advances would have done nothing with 
a mind like Julia Legrand. This wretch 
waz too artful, too converſant in the 
| {cience, not to know it, and he has aſ- 

ſailed you accordingly. EE 

You may yet recover you rſelf, but it 
muſt be by immediate flight. 

Seriouſneſs, I know, fits but awkwardly 
upon me, but I love my Julia, and how- 
ever prone to levity, I have private mo- 
ments ſac red to friendſhip and to her. 

A time may come (yet heaven forbid 
it) when Julia will wiſh ſhe had profited 
by my admonitions, and abandoned a 
place marked for the deſtruction of her 

peace----I ſay heaven forbid it, for ſurely 
you will inſtantly ſet a reſolution to p re- 
vent the unavailing ſorrow which after- 
reſſection furn ines. 

Oh then at once damnaine ler your 
ſiſter reign ſole arbit reſs of her old faſhi- 
| oned manſion, do y on renounce abbey, 
Vicarage, wood and vale and bring to 

theſe 
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theſe ſocial and- to you, once pleaſing a 
ſcenes a heart to be div ided only with 


You r, 


ELN ο Country 2 


LETTER NUI. 


10 FREDERIC NORMAN, rsd. 


Krosc hin- -vain,=Wednefioy 


* 
. eriſis pf misfortune | is paſt, aud 
pour friend lives to announce his 
trivmph over adverſity Frederic I 
| ſhall ſoon be the Fortelcue your gene- 
rous partiality wiſhed mei now find 
a pleaſing tranquility in my breaſt which 
I but lately thought it impoſſible for me 
ever to have known, unleſs by an univer- | 
ſal revolution of nature; and that memo- 
ry nay no more diſturb me with painful 
retroſpects, I have determined to let the 
laſt two years of my life be expuuged 
from my hiſtory, and reckoned only a 
blank. | Ty | 
 Liew'enant Oſborne has written to me 
in terms of the moſt lively and reſpectful 
| gratitude — — — he has had an Interview, he 
tells 


ug 
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tells me, with Lord es and from what 1 
underſtand paſſed between them, I have 
no doubt but that it will auſwer the 
purpoſe I intended. oo pen SEW. 
geen relpect him, aud moſt 
earneſtly wiſh he may have ſueceſs equal 
to his merits but for Vin the unhappy 


wanderer had been deſtitute of thoſe'faint 
rays of comfort which gleamed on the 


early evening of her life—and but for 
iin tranquility and peace had yet been 
W {irangers to the boſom of your friend. 


1 kb trial was ſevere, but the hand that 
alllicted me had power to heal. -- 
Ah Frederic, I loved 1 the 


| rujus of domeſtic happiucſs I ill thought | 
of her as the firſt choice of my heart, and 
I pitied the woman M hilſt I ſuffered from : 


the injuries of the wis. 


A ſolitary ſigh ſometimes eſcapes me 
which 1 try net io rebſt, for I conticer | 
it atribate of humanity that any unſortu- 


nate beauty might claim, cut off, like 
her, in the flower of her days. 
Society had offended me ſorely, and 
| renounced it with cordial diſguſt, but 
lam not natu rally igexorable, and I think 


I muſt cen Make it up and wy to glean 
from 
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from amongſt the worthy part of it, my 
humble portion of contentinent. 

My ſtory is yet a ſecret to this part 
of the world, and I mean it to remain fo. 
Not that I am diſſembler enough to 
conceal this ſudden alteration in my 

affairs -I manage it as well as I can, bu: 
the change is manifeſt, and with people 
| leſs delicate in their curioſity, I ſhould 
be embarraſſed to account for it. 
We have really a charming little ſo- 
ciety every evening at the vicarage—a 
lovely girl who came a few weeks fince 
on a viſit to her brother at the Abbey: 
houſe (which you have heard me ſpeak 
of) is conſtantly of our party, and | 
cannot help wondering that I have ſo 
long omitted mentioning her in my cor. 
_ reſpondence---I ſuppoſe I have been fo 
taken up with my own Private misfor- 
tunes and the vieiſſitudes which have 
attended them, as to have offercd but 
melancholy. ſubjects for my friend to 
peruſe---I will now brighten the Teens 
a little. 

Miſs Legrand pollelles wat a 
complacency of manners, "that happy 
diguity of demeanor, which ſecures whilſt 

FN i 
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it exacts the moſt cordial homage--»but 
ſhe deals out her condeſcenſions with 
ſuch delicate frugality, and ſeems ſo loth 
to ſacrifice the attention to worthleſs in- 
ſenſibility, that altho' it may betray q 
conſciouſneſs of its importance, it enhan- 
ces its value where ſhe beſtows it---her 
| perſon is not beautiful, but there is a 
_ captivating ſomething about her that 1 ir- | 
refiſtibly challenges admiration. 

I caunot lay but that of late I have 
taken ſome pains to ingratiate myſelf into 
her favour and good offices, and I have 
ſucceeded ſo far that we are on a footing 
of the moſt ſocial familiarity---reſerve : 
dwells not at the vicarage, but a licen- 
tious breath never you. profancd the 
ſacred circle. BY | 

The e Houſe lands on the U 
mit of a hill about half a mile diſtant 
from Mr. Percival's, and as my dwelling 
is nearly in the ſame direction, I am ho- 
nored almott every evening withthe care 
of Miſs Legrand to her brother s- ſome- 
times I think all is not as it ſhould be 
with her---I have more than once ſurpriſ- 
ed herin a ſolitary path, muſing and pen- 
aye, when the Abbey Houſe has furniſh- 
ed 
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cdl ſcenes of ſeſtive mirth and attractive 
gaicty-—-and when I have hinted the l of; 
her friends muſt ſuſtain by her ſeceſſion, 
| ſhe forces a half ſmile, and obſerves that 
ſuch amuſements are not calculated for 
: her. | 
5 Perhaps her n are arreſted, and 
a martyr to untold love, < ſhe pines in 
thought.“ 
Or perhaps ſome Alain 
Ah no! that mind is the throne of in- 
nocence ſupreme, and the ſelf created 


Harrier of virtue is there in vulnerable. 


I know not how it is, but I feel ſingu- 
larly intereſted. in whatever relates to 
her. 
The vicar too is a charming old man, 
uncontrolled by any violent paſſtons, 
his life is one uniform ſyſtem of calinneſs 


and content---an engaging ſmile which 


| brightens his venerable brow greets you 
with unaffected coinplacency and wel- 
comes you with genuine hoſpitality--- 
Miſs Legrand is ligh in his eſteem and 
| ſeems to be affeQionately attached to him 
---ſfuch privileges. Frederic, are ſweet 


ſolteners of declining life. 
We 
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We have ſome other amiable cha- 
acters in our party, but Julia Legrand 
urpaſſes all- and I have lutleinclivation 
or deſcription after I have done with 
Anothei time I may poſſibly ſay ſome- 
hing about them, but my ſheet is full, 
nd I have hardly room to re-aſſure my 
riend of the ſincereſt eſteem of his 
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& 


L E T T E R XIv. 
ro | MISS COURTNEY, AT WINDSOR. | 
Arver: eee 


HAVE conſulted with my heart, dear 
leanor, and have determined it ſhall 
apitulate. I aſk no other terms for 
edeluded rebel chan permiſſion to ſtay 5 
ere a fortnight longer, at the expiration 
f which 1 pledge myſelf to march out of 
e vale with all the honors of friendſhip. 
Yet believe me my dear, this is a ſa- 
rifice which I ſhould have found a great 


mculty 1 in making to wy thing lefs than 
the 
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the folicitude you ſo. affectionately fa 
on my account---longer to have reſiſted 
would have been an ungenerous inſult to 
your affection, and juſtly excluded me 
from claiming its couſolations in any fu. 
ture ſtage of misfortune---ſhovld my 
obſtinacy or any ather failing forfeit me 
the ellcem of my Eleanor, Iam loſt 1 in. 
deed. 5 
Our intercourſe by letter now draws t0 
| * tain own 1 promiſed myſelf 
at the outſet, a good deal of pleaſure in 
the proſpect of reciprocating by this 
means our mutual ſentiments---and I con. 
ſoled myſelf with the idea of its provinga 
ſovereign ſweetener of thoſe little inquie 
tudes which naturally occur in abſence 
and diſtance for eachother---but you have 
been diſappointed---Your julia has been 
a a poor correſpondent---inſtead of amuſing 
her friend ſhe has from time to time fur: 
niſhed her with ſubjeRs for anxiety and 
alarm. She has wounded the dearet 
, intereſts of private friendſhip. 
Aud but for this captivating Airanger 
5 whe ſtole ſo inopportunely into ourretire- 
ment, I ſhould till have been permitted 


to enjoy its innocent pleaſures---fooliſl 
| girl.. 


1 
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giri.- to believe is preſence would bring 
Vich it a ſource of new delight and amuſe- 
ment! -I ſaw not with the eyes of need- 
ful circumſpection, I had not been taught 
the war y leſſons of ſuſpicion. _ 2 

How ſtrange is it, my dear; that you 
think ſo lightly of Mr. Forteſcue, as not 
to enquire more particularly into the cir- 
cumſtances of his ſecluſion from the 
world? 

Yet had you taken it up with all the : 
eagerneſs of female curioſity, I could not 
till yeſterday have furniſhed you with 
the leaſt clue that could lead to a diſco- 
ery---and now though I am convinced 
Ihe is ſtruggling with fome ſevere oppreſ- 

fion, I have no more idea of the nature of 
Wit than if Ihad never ſeen him. 
He had, he told me, the poems of 8 
Oſſian, and I expreſſed a wiſh to read 
them---they were accordingly ſent to my 
brother's, and on turning over a few pa- 


own hand-writing, 150 marked with the 
initials annexed. 


e- | 
Jr += 
% ; * *. 5 
Je : 2 8 Hi Bo 
* ; Be FELT a Tg aA 
— 0 * « FO . 
0 * . . 3 
- : 1 ; © : 2 dF, „ 
4 : = ; 2 4 ; 
PR . 


ges I met the following Sonnet in his 


— 


„ 
* F 9 N 
z * 
vt) 1 
1 * 2 
{ : Ft 1 
in 
14 + 1 
p $98" 30) 1 
104 
EW 
»; WES) te tt 
3 4 
: HY 
i] 119-4] 
M 
1 
NM 
11} 
117 1H 
if 
: 
14 
1 
N J 
155 
10 
5 
10 
A 
7 1 
40 In 
15 
bt; 
OTIS * 
5 1. 
01180 
N 
Hs . 
1 
in 
I. Ix : / 
t * 
[ 11 
4 . 
l : ! 
- 17 : 
25 
: 1 
14 
TH 
l : 
4 
FS | 
4 ; 
4 1 
10 
4 
jl 
de? | : 
£25 
"1 
$ 
i 
15 ji 
* 
11 
l 
1 
N 
7. 
1 
1768 


| TE 
i 
Il; * 
veils 
: 
FI 
TH 
1 
ii 
: 
4 
17 
11 
N 
„ 
„ 
11.950 
. 171 
: +3, 
: 7 
$11 8 
114} 
. 
1 1 it 
" 03; 
. 
} 3+ 
. FIT 
i\T% 5 
TERS 
Wl: 
I 
mh; 
. 
ie 
Ii 
1 1 4 
1 
. 
1 
Wes: 
r 
TEE 
19:5 #18 
; „ 
WH 
Wh 
* 1. 
138 
I 
$74 41 
5} 1198 
Tx" ; 
x 4 
14 1.56 
1% 
R148 
#3 C 
1 x 
. yu 
. : 
: 
1 
{ | 
$31: Ji! 
. ' 41% * 1 
n 
1 ont 
5 : 
11 
5 
4 1 1 
4 
E ” 


ut 


9 AVDLEY FORTESCUE. 


SONNET. 


REAR D! in the ſun-ſhine of life's opening day, 
My earlier hours were lull'd in ſoſt W 3 


And whilſt advancing ſeaſons roll'd away, 


The flatt' ring proſpect charm'd my raviſh'd ſight 


"Al me, what ſtorms aſſail my riper years, 3 
Black diſappointment, anguiſh, ſighs and tears! 4 


Freſh wich che dawn, and cheer *dby hope? $ ſoft ſmile 


The early traveller his courſe maintains; 
A thouſand charms the ling*ring way be guile, 
And blythe he traverſes the diſtant plains. 


The ſhades of evening il. ſhelter near, 


His anxious boſom ſwells with riſing fear ;— 


The treach*rous phantom lures—his courſe is 0 er, 
ns like me, loſt, he anke to rife no more. 


e 
7 3 not 1 the 8 of 2 


| 1utle act of plunder on this occaſion, and 
having taken a copy replaced the paper 


where I met with it, and the firſt oppor- 


tunity ſhall return the book. 


The calamity he complains of could 


be of no common kind---it can avail me 

nothing to know it, but I have a ſtrange 
deſire to diſeover what ſingular viſitati- 
ous can have marked the deſtiny of lo 
amiable a character. : 


Mrs. Davenport and her worthy uncle 


are of opinion that it is a love affair for 
my part 5 ſit filent when the ſubjeQ is 


mer r nel, 
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mentioned, and only liſten to glean i in- 
telligence which they are as unable to 
afford me, as I am to ſatisfy myſelf by a 
world of imperfect conjectures. 

But my pen feels heavy -the night is 
advanced, and Iwill only add, chat my 


beſt love attends you. 5 
„ 1 LEGRAND. 


LETTER XV. 
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Lenos fad. 


1. AM delighted ein the . re- N © 


cluſe you mention, and earneſtly win 


that for her ſake you may be prevailed 

on to draw a veil over palt ſcenes, and 

be once again reconciled to the more 

elegant endearments of life. 
This ſingular viciſſitude ſnews how cir- 


cumſcribed the limits of human diſcern- 


ment are — in all my miniſtration of 
friendſhip | it never occurred to me to 
anticipate ſuch an event as the death of 
the unhappy Caroline. Providence in pi- 
ty to the ſuflerings of my friend graci- 
E 2 aul 


des. ux FORTESCUE 


bs ouſly thon ks:proper 40, arreſt her courſe Y 

and give 105 im ono mots an opportunity 
to place happineſs Within his reach. 

Oh then, my friend, my Forteſcue, 
cultivate the valuable moment, and de- : 


Re termine to be * hay y. 


Jou were to venture a trip to e 


we will do our beſt endeavours to facili- 


tate the taſk of retrieving ſuſpended fe- 
 licity—my Harriet thinks with me that 


and rather retard your cure—the vari- 
ety of livelier ſcenes may be more effi- 
cacious. 
OF your next tell us when we may 
expect vou in the mean time — Adieu. 
Ta am ever ſincerely your's, - 
WD 7 NORMAN. 5 


—_— — 


LETTER VI. 


10 M185 LEGRAND. 
| | Wixp3os, —Wedneg. a 


1 „ou are a dear good girl, 5 
: and not only abſolve you for all the 
i 5 15 uneaſi- 
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ul you have occaſioned me 5 
the . have given way to on your 

account, but the prompt and generous 

condeſcenſion in your laſt has abſolutely. 

turned the ſcale, and Lam and ever mall 5 
be your debtor. 
You have ne terrified. me ſo un- 
accountably from time to time, that I 
have not had leiſure to think or write 

about any thing elſe but your own im- 
_ mediate ſafety.—Ah, my dear, I faw hon 
neceſſary it was for you to be circunm- 
ſpect, and to regard the cautious dictates 
of ſuſpicion —however tis all over, and 

Iwill now give you a little domeſtic in- 

telligence which I am ſure you will re- 

ceive with pleaſure. 7 

Mama's peeviſn humour having at 8 
tired itſelf out, ſhe at laſt conſented toſee 
poor Edward, and to put the naughty 
delinquent on his defence this pious re- 

ſolution of the old lady was the effect of 
dear Mrs. Godfrey's kind offices and ſa- 
lutary remonſtrances, and having once 
formed it, I believe, mama is as thankful 
to Mrs. Godfrey for her interceſſion, as 
that good creature was at firſt for cany- 
ing her Point. „ 

E 3 | Sunday 


——— —2—ů—— — AE TT I PIES. —œ 2 — 


Sunday laſt was the day appointed for 
the ſelf-created tribunal to fit---and juſt 
before tea in the afternoon, my poor 
conſcious-looking brother made his en- 


tres, but by way of guarantee he had 


_ judged itexpedient to bring a friend with 

him (an offieer in the ſame regiment) to 

| whom it might be neceſſary to make an 

_ _ occaſional appeal as evidence in the 

_ courſe of his examination; and very ably 

did the two friends ſupport each other- 

my brother's companion (a Mr. Oſborne) 

is a very agreeable eloquent young man 

and he took infinite pains to plead the 

defaulter's cauſe. Dame Courtney purſed 

up her mouth, and with a contracted 

| brow reprobated my brother's miſcon- 

duct, and enlarged on the tendency of 

ſuch evil examples.---He deprecated the 

ſeverity of offended juſtice by an appeal 

to the. humanity of his judge.----The 

court ſoftened---I wept for joy---brother 

melted in well-timed n and 
mama was reconciled, 


It ſeems however, that- matters have 


e 2 good deal exaggerated by the 
number of hands they have paſſed 


throu eee declaring on his honor 
= 4 (and 
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(and his friend with equal ſolemnity 


confirming the aſſertion) that the lady 
whom he brought to Windſor in the 


_ chaiſe with him, was not of the night- 


party at Salt-Hill. 


Ihe reſt of the evening went away de- 
: liehfully=my brother was in high ſpi- 
rits after his acquittal, and together with 
his friend was charmingly entertaining 
we walked on the Terras which was ho- 
nored with the preſence of che Royal Re- 
fſidents, and I think afforded as brilliant 


and gratifying a ſpectacle as ever Wind- 
| for could boaſt of. The gentlemen fupt 
with us, and breakfaſted the next mora- 
= ing they are now gone to pas a day or 


two in ſhooting at Mr.— — [cat | in 


Berkſhire. 1 2 


Edward's friend has atained'n no higher 


Tank than lieutenant, though he has ſer- 


ved a campaign in America, and is but 
lately come home - he is juſt ſueh a man 
as you would like, my dear, but Ibelieve 
you muſt be contented with this deſcrip- 
tion of him at preſent, for before your 
_ fortnight is expired, I fancy he will be 


for taking a trip acroſs the water to the 


Continent : and from ſome hiats which 


bs 5 dropt 


. 
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dropt I rather think my brother inderids 
to accompany him---they promiſed to 
call on us the latter end of the week in 
their way to town, and if any thing new 
occurs I ſhall let you know. 
TI have a profuſion of careſſes for you, 
my Julia, but I know not how to convey 
them at ſuch a diſtance, 1 ſhall there- 
fore keep them until Lean perſonally 
offer them. 
Ever yours, 
FErxANO covzxxkv. 


LETTER, XVIL 
ro FREDERICK NORMAN, EQ: 
wee e OVEN, 


P! E kind intereſt you take in the : 
concerns of your friend, he can 
never be inſenſible of ..--acknowledg- 
ments between us are at an end. they 
would found like the ceremonies of 
| compliment. 5 
Is eonfeſs I feel no A EN by 
= io leave the country independent ofthe 


| - attachment I have had reaſon to form to 
; this 
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5 this ſcene of my ſecluſion, London would | 
but ill agree with me in this ſultry ſeaſon. 
Be under no apprehenſion, Frederic, 
of my loſing ground in the advances 1 
am making---I view things through a 
different medium from what I have here- 
tofore done- -I mean fince the com- 
mencement of the gloomier pages: of my 
hiſtory. 
This girl, this charming Julia Le- 
grand is gaining upon me ſurprizingly. 
There is a niece of Mr. Percival's, 
2 Mrs. Davenport, a fugiuve from one 
of the convents in Normandy, who is 
really enough of herfelf to embelliſh a 
ſcene of this kind with the graces of wit 
and beauty, and would doubtlefs be the 
| diſtinguiſhed Belle of the place, but for 
thetranfcendantexcellenciesof the other. 
What a palpable profanation of every 
thing lovely was it to conſign beauty 
and accompliſhments like Julia Le. 
grand's to ſuch obſcurity! . 
There muſt be ſome latent cauſe for i it, | 
which I feel ſtrongly inclined to in veſti- 
gate —if it was merely to gratify com- 
mon place curioſity I would forbear, bu: 


E 5 Ire 
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I have an intereſ i in her fate that will 
Not let me be indifferent. 


I, ſend you a ſhort letter, but a poſt or 
two ſhall make you amends. 
8 Adieu, V 
95 Auprer Foxrrsous. 


—— 
LETTER XVI. 


' 10 THE SAME- | 


KReoncark. Hark 


I AM all diſconcerted--- Miſs Le- 
grand has been conſulting with me 
this evening on the expediency of obey- 


ing the ſummons of ſome friends of her's 


who reſide at Windſor, and who have 
inſiſted on her nnn n the 
alle,, 

1 told her 1 was in qualifed to adviſe 
her, fince it was impoſſible for me to 


ffpeak on ſuch a ſubject with the diſinte- 


reſtedneſs it might require She under- 


ſtood me, and ſeemed for a moment em- 


darraſſed for a reply—— 
Alt length with a deep figh which the 


did not appear to bave a wiſh to ſuppreſs, 
ſhe 


MY 4 
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| ſhe ſaid her word was pledged to be at 
' Windſor in a fortnight; ſome part of 
which was already expired--+* it was 
drawn from me rather reluctantly,“ 
added ſhe, “but! yielded to the: 8 
rior judgment of my friends.“ 
They know the value of your bebe, 
Miſs nr re? and how many rivals are 
neceſſarily contending for it -I almoſt 
think it a ſelfiſhneſs which ought to * 
puniſhed with a little diſappointment.“ 
„They are very kind to me, Mr. 
Forteſcue, and their partiality induces 
them to think this place ſolitary and 
cheerleſs-—they zudge only comparative- 
ly and in ſome reſpects erroneouſly, be- 
cauſe they do not conſider that in theſe 
retired ſcenes happineſs may be found by 
thoſe who court it, and that it is no un- 
likely thing for the heart involuntarily 


to form attachments which it trembles 


to be torn from---I never paſſed happier 5 
hours,“ continued 8 chan in this 
delightful valley.” — 
And are they generous enough to 
conſider, Miſs Legrand, how many”; are 
Intereſted in, and will ſuffer by your 
#bandoning a place which has been ſo 


happy : 


— 
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happy as to be honored with your pre- 
ſence? Surely a good deal might be ſaid 
to warrant your lengthening your viſit at 


a ſeaſon when the POP is in een 7 
eſt perfeftion,” -— 5 
To oppote che e admoni- 


tions of thoſe who voluntarily intereſt 


themſelves in our welfare might be deem 


ed a ſpecies of ingratitude which in me 
would be particularly unbecoming, nor 


bave I power to refuſe to the gentleneſs. 
of intreaty what I might have found a 
diffculty! in yielding to the harſhneſs 
command“ a 
Lou 1 ee Miſs Legrand, you 
have paſſed ſome pleaſant hours in this 
part of the world, and I with equal frank- 
neſs will declare the ſame- it mfy have 


excited your curioſity to find me in this 


diſtant and remote retirement-- ſome 
misfortunes of a domeſtic nature had 
wounded my peace of mind, and I deter- 
mined to try the effects of a temporary 
ſecluſion from the world.—I came here 
not very well pleaſed with it, and in a 
ate of mind very unlikely to imbibe 
2 more favourable opinion. but a change 
42a happened. aud Iam beuter reconciled 
= of : 


AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 199 
of late, inſomuch that I was on the point 
of accompliſhing che purpoſe for which 
I withdrew. from ſociety, when I am 
threatened with anew diſaſter---ſerioufly, 
Miſs Legrand, and without the mockery . 
of compliment my reſtoration een 
on your continuing with us.“ 
41 ſhould be ſorry, Sir, to retard, 
much more to fruſtrate the good effects 
you promiſed yourſelf in this retirement, 
but it appears to me that Mr. Forteſcue 
could have but flender doubts of his 
recovery if it depended on ſo unimport- 
ant a circumſtance as my ſaying | in + the . 
vale.“ ws 
1 was now on the point of an explana- 1 
tion which would neceſſarily have dif- 
eloſed the main circumſtances of my ſto- 
ry, when the awkward old porch belong. 
ing to the Abbey-houſe appeared before 


us, and I had but juſt time to avail myſehf 5 


of the advantage of a few minutes to ea 
ddt a promiſe from the dear girl, that ſhe 
would hear me further on the ſubject to- 
morro evening; and in the mean time 
ſuſpend hier determination of leaving us, 
before I ſurrendered my lovely charge, 
and zeturned ſullen and filent to the Yor | 
3 


=_ 
2 


% AUDLEY FORTESCUE, 
And here I have fat down to write. — 
*tis paſt midnight, but as the poſt calls for 
my letter early in the morning, and asI 


have not paid ſo much attention to my 
friend of late as I feel he deſerves for his 
anxiety on my account, I would not miſs 
the preſent opportunity. 


Your s ſincerely, 
 Avvigy Foxtsscvue. 


# 5 E TT A XIX. 
10 IHE SAME. 


| DESERVE a very ſevere: 8 for 


being in ſuch wonderful haſte to diſ- 
patch my laſt.— had I reſerved it until I 


had compleated the ſequel of the inter- 


view with Mifs Legrand, you would 
have been ſpared one addition to the 
many gloomy taſks my correſ e 

has afforded you. 


'T his is the hour Ebave been accuſ- ; 


tomed to dedicate to friendſhip and my 
pen the family are long ſince retired to 


reſt, and the valley is huſhed in general 
filence---I have no inclination to court 


Ef AUDLEY FORTESCUE, 
hs favors of the leaden god, and ſhall 


therefore relate to you * occurrences 


of the evening. 


I thought it would "Op no difficult 


matter to intercept my fair companion 


about the ufual time of walking to the 
vicarage, and was fortunate enough to 
meet her on the hill;---the evening 


_ favored my deſign, and I perſuaded her 
to forego her intended viſit to Mr. Per- 
cival's, and honorme with her company 

: in a ramble through the wood“. 


„Our converſation laſt night, Miſs 


Legrand, was growing intereſting at the 


moment it was interrupted, but the ge- 


nerous permiſhon you give me to renew 
the ſubject ſeems to promiſe to atone for 


| the ſuſpence it has kept me in- in look 
ing up to Miſs Legrand as a friend, IR] 
how far I am preſuming, but there is an 


_ expreſſive ſenſibility in her countenance 


which charms the unfortunate into confi. 
 dence---I have told you that diſappoint- 
ments and diſaſters of a very particular 
nature had driven me into a kind of felf- © 
inflicted ex le- dut before I can claim 


3 evening Mis Lean alluded coin hes : 


any 
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nm AUDLEY FORTESCTE. 
any portion of your valuable conſola- 
tion I muſt be more explicit. 
«If Mr. Forteſcue, induced by the 


good opinion he does me the honor to 


entertain of me, ſhould think proper on 
any occaſion which related to himſelf, to 
repoſe a confidence in me, he may very 
ſoon be convinced how far I am intereſted 
in his welfare---itis a tribute, Sir, which 
merit like yours demands from every one, 
and to know that you have been unfor- 
nate is already to lecure you the ſym- 
pathy of friendſhip.“ 
Charming girl! with what delicious 
_ gratitude did I pour forth my acknow- 
ledgments, and with what ſacred fidelity» 
did I naboſon the melancholy ſecret--- 
Ah Norman, I told her all -I produced 
the dying letter the tears ſtarted on her 
poliſhed cheeks---ſhe faultered---ſhe hung 
upon me whilſt her trembling limbs re- 
fuſed their office to her agitated frame 
 wewept together---to me it was an un- 
N taught luxury of grief! 
The tender look of melting ſenübility 
which the amiable weeping angel gave 


me, pierced my very ſoul---it was as much 


as to . you will deem it vanity, 
Frederic, 
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Frederic, and may beſides thick 4 my 
profane pen, by an ungenerous compari- 
ſon is diſturbing the aſhes of the dead. 
A mind like yours, Frederic, may pre- 
ſently conceive what further was likely 
to paſs between us on this intereſting 
ſubject. I have not at preſent ſufficient 
powers of recollection to put it down 
with any method or regularity. N 
But whilſt the lovely virgin's boſom 
was ſwelling with gentle ſighs, and her 
eyes were betraying the ſenſibility of her 
foul, we found we had penetratedintothe 
leſs frequented receſſes of the wood, and 
that the path was ſuddenly terminated by 
a venerable rock which hung frowning 
over our heads, and preſented before us 
the entrance of a wild ſubterranean ca- 
vern, the mouth of which was almoſt clo- 
ſed by circles of entwining ivy—Miſs 
Legrand ſtarted at the fight, and turned 
about to retrace the path that had led us 
there, and I know not whether it would 
at that time have furniſhed us for a ſub- 
je& for converſation (for we ſeemed. to 
be intent on ſomething elſe) had we not 
been hailed by a female voice e're we 
had got many paces from the cavern, and 
found 
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found ourſelves followed by a tottering 
figure, reſembling as much as poſſible the 


antiquated hag in Otway's Orphan—we 


ſtood ſtill to receive her addreſs, which 
was courteous enough, and rather better 
than what might have been expected from 
her appearance. I have been,” ſaid 
the, the only inhabitant of yon cell 
' theſe fifty years, and J am reported to 
| have ſome ſkill in fortune-telling, in- 


ſomuch that I am conſulted as a kind 


of oracle by the country people for miles 
about, and though I ſay it, I have done 
| ſome little good in my time, for when 
any thing has been ſtolen, and the loſer 
has threatened to come and conſult Judy 
Bell upon it, the hint has operated, and 
the things been brought to light.“? 
Ihe novelty of this addreſs was amu- 
ſing, and for a moment diverted us from 
the ſubject we had been engaged upon 
I was about toaſk Miſs Legrand what ſhe 
wh, whe of it when” the old. wy bil Te- 

_ ſumed. | 
"2:00 Genilefolks of: a better fon? (aid 
| the, © c are above prejudice, and I dare 
venture to ſay it will repay your pains if 
you would condeſoend to enter the ca- 

vern, 
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vern, and ſee my way of living-—the hows 
er order of people are accuſtomed to 
ſpeak to me on the outſide of my cave, 


merely becauſe they are weak enough to 


be afraid, but if you pleaſe you ſhall be 
welcome to take a view of the inſide. 

I thought my fair companion ſeemed | 
to have no objection, and I made a flight 


inclination toaccede---our curiofity was 


awakened, and from its firſt impulſe we 
followed our venerable guide. . 
Nature ſeemed to have been the chief ; 
architect, though the ſtructu re was artful- 
ly diſpoſed. 
Ihe entrance was low and narrow, and 
we were obliged to ſtoop to get for- 
wards ; but it preſently grew wider, and 
a light which glimmered from the top of 
the rock ſhewed the hollow of the cave--- 
at a little diſtance before us we obſerved 
an eminence where a great ftone was 
placed to facilitate the aſcent---we went 
forwards, and found the cavern winding 
to the left, and were guided on by ano- 
ther light gleaming from the extremity— 
ſeveral broken avenues opened in differ- 
ent parts-—in that which we were explo- 
ring we preſently came to a kind of de- 
Rs een 
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hacked cell, the door of which was meth 
of interwoven wickers, and faſtened on 
bits of leather as hinges, to a thick ſtrong 
hedge ſtake--- the floor was 1{mooth and 
neatly ſanded---in a corner on a parcel 
of ruſhes was ſpread a bed apparently 
made of ſtraw, aud confined in a clean 
decent ticken three ſtools formed of 
knotty blocks were the ſeats---feveral 
implements of houſewifery and for do- 
meſtie uſe were curiouſly arranged on 
the ſhelves — the place was upon the 
whole comfortable, and might ſuit a ſolt- 
tudinarian who had bumllizy: enough to 


= be reconciled to fuck a fituation. 


The governeſs of the gloomy manſion 
having invited us to ſeat ourſelves, took 
her place by our ſide, and eyeing us with 
-profound attention, feemed defirous to 
impreſs us with a belief of her fkill in 
' necromancy=---Mifs Legrand ſmiled, and 
the old dame conſtruing it into a ſymptom 


of encouragement, took one of her 


hands, and having earneſtly examined 
he lines of it, ſhook her head, and told 


her all was not right there (patting her 
left boſom)---a deep ſcarlet ſuffuſed the 

lavely girl's cquatenance, and ſhe tr ug- 

= 135 
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gled hard, butin vain, to diſſemble the 
anten of 1t.---< You are ſoon to for- 
fake this part of the world,“ ſaid the 
ſubtle propheteſs, though ſorely againſt 
your will, and ſomebody elſe is not very 
well pleaſed about it — but it will be uſe- 
leſs to oppoſe it---diſtant eee 
will prevail.“ | 

If the former part of our hoſteſs's 


cloſe of it did not much relieve her 1 
felt for the dear girl's embarraſſment, and 
would fain have ridiculed the prediction 
z3the caſual reſult of imperfe& conjec- 
ture, but I found my fair friend (eriouſty 
inclined to liſten to the fequdel. 

Jake care my ſweet young lady of 
that little flutterer of yours---if it is not 
your own fault happineſs may be within 


lurk under the faireſt roſes.” 

Here our ſelf-qualified ſearcher into 
futurity turned to me, and with the ſame 
unceremonious familiarity was taking my 
hand, when I drew it back evidently un- 
willing to countenance ſuch abſurd prac- 
tices, hut the old lady would not be re- 
hoſed, and Miſs Legrand abſolutely join 


addreſs diſconcerted poor Julia, the 


your reach---but ſharp thorns ſometimes = 
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edin intreating me to ſuffer her to EXas 
mine it. 
Poor e ſaid 4 me. 
lancholy changes you have ſeen within a 
few years that ring( pointing to a mourn- 
ing memento I had on my finger) is a 
_ diſmal tell-tale---but for the future, be 
\ firm---ſtruggle againſt the dominion of 
dangerous paſhons, and if you are not 
1 — as happy, you will never be 
as miſerable as you have been. 
I ought to be aſhamed of the unmanly 
| infirmity, but abſolutely, Frederic, I felt 
unaccountably chagrined by the old 
woman's harangue--.Miſs Legrand knew 
| how aptly ſhe had ſuited the circumſtan- 
ces of my cafe, and with pleaſant adroit- 
_ neſs rallied me on the temporary embar- 
raſſment I had been ſurprized into. 
It was however but temporary —-for 
_ almoſt immediately recovering myſelf, I 
affected an indifference as to the ſubjeck 
ſne had been hinting at, and giving the 
9 ſeeble ſorcereſs ſome ſilver, I propoſed to 
her to conduct us out of the cave. 
Hlaving once more regained the freſh 
YJ air, Miſs Legrand and I directed our i v 
1 courſe home Wards, but all that I could f 


4 
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fay (and to ſpeak the truth I made but an 
awkward piece of work of it) was inſuf- 
ficient to divert away the gloom which 
overſpread her lovely countenance—fſe. 
veral times ſhe appeared loſt in thought, 
and gave ſome ſtrange incoherent replies 
tomy obſervations—then ſuddenly re- 
collecting herſelf, and the error ſhe had 
fallen into, ſhe tried, but under circum- 
ſances of evident perplexity, to explain 
1. I ſaw her confuſion, and thought the 
only method of relieving her was by : 
ſhifting the ſubjea. 5 . 

Let ſometimes 1 fancied that ſhe 
ſeemed inclined in return for the confi- 
dence I had repoſed in her, to diſcloſe 
ſome particulars of her own fituation---I 
have ſince been angry with myſelf that I 
did not give her an opportunity to do it, 
though I would not for the world have 
treſpaſſed a moment on the delicacy due 
to her exalted ſenſibility---if ſuch another 
occaſion, ſo happily calculated for the 
purpoſe, ſhould fall in my way, I wal | 
endeavour better to improve it. 

By the time we reached the vale it 
was growing duſk, and as my lovely 
cllow-wanderer ſeemed | ſomewhat fa- 

| | tigues, 
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| 1 I conduQed her to her brother's, s, 
and at the yn of the mot we 
parted. 
She is now in abs wie enjoyment of 
delicious ſlumbers--- Oh may guardian 
angels inceſſantly watch over and protect 
her, and in Juſtice to innocence and 
virtue ſhelter one lovely creature from 
the ſtorms of life---for me---if hope is 
not ſpreading its gaudy deluſions to des. 
ceive me, I think — but I dare not an- 
ticipate the ſmiles of fortune---already 


| have I courted the fickle goddeſs, and 


when 1 thought I ſucceeded her, and 
that the cup of Joy was e for” w_ 
Hes, EH: 
5 T was daſh'd with gall by ſome left. 
handed god.“ 
I ſhall ſee the fair 0 of my fats 
to-morrow, and if no predilection has 


| : _ uſurped a place in her gentle boſom, I 


will only ſay, your friend---your Forteſ- 
cue ſhall once more be a candidate for 
0 happineſs, 


Adieu, 8 


Avpkur FoaTescus. 


LETTER 
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LETT ER XX. 
To: es counν] M. ! 


"Tan anp8r-nov33.— Monde 


V Vs E are likely to meet very ſoon, 
Eleanor, or I could ſuch a tale un- 
fold reſpecting Mr, Forteſcue, that 
would intereſt a n, of your 
| foul. - 5 | | 
Ah, my dear, this cath man is a wi- 
dower, and his laſt ſudden journey from 
the vale was to viſit his lady in her laſt 


moments—they had been parted ſome _ 


time, and never met till a death-bed 
preſented to the beſt of huſbands, 
beautiful and accompliſhed woman, 
cut off at the age of twenty-one a 
melancholy vidim to diſhonour and 
ſhame.—Gractous heaven, Eleanor, it is 
really true that Forteſcue flew into this 
ſecluſion to lament the ANCE: of his 
wife ! 

"# eee the n he reafier, 
_ Honored with his confidence (for he 
has unreſervedly unboſomed the whole 

ns _ melancholy 
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melancholy ſecret) I now feel an intereſ 
in his happineſs which only could reſult 
from the ſincerity of friendſhip—] glory 
in declaring it, Eleanor, and that I feel 
dhe friendſhip which glows in my boſom 
towards this amiable man ſeverely 
wounded by the proſpect of our 18 
courſe being cut off in its infancy !— 


However, I obey—and on Monday 


next ſhall take my departure—I am in- 
formed the coach paſſes Salt-Hill between 
four and five in the afternoon on Satur- 
5 day, about which time a ſervant may be 
in waiting for me at the wind- mill. 


Adieu—my Eleanor till we meet, 
Invariably yours, 


Juua LEGRAND: 


LETTER XX 
70 FREDERIC NORMAN Rot 


Ky FONCAER=VA LF, | 


; - "BON ERE is been bach 8 
weather for this week paſt, ſuch inceſ- 
i: ſant deluges of wet rain that we 


have 
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have been almoſt inundated in our bum⸗ 
ble valley, and of courſe all communi- 
cation with the families here has necel- 
farily been ſuſpended. 

It will take ſome days t to repair theſe 
ravages ſo as to put the country into a 
condition to afford a certain defcription 
of ramblers an opportunity to repeat their 
evening interviews —you underſtand 

what Jam alluding to, and may mel 
what your friend muſt have ſuffered 1 
being ſo long confined at home bon 
once beholding the lovely Julia. 
_ How mortifying, Frederic, to have 
our intercourſe cut off at the moment 
when it was ripening into the tenderneſs 
of friendſhip. 
The wind has however aukted this 
morning, and the day has been upon the 
whole rather pleaſant. | 

I mean preſently to take a ramble, mi 

if poſfible ſhall make my way towards the 
vicarage - but unleſs Julia Legrand hap- 
pens to be in the ſame mind for a walk 
at the ſame time, I might as well ſlay 
where Jam. 
1 hall fold up this letter racy 10 be ö 
5 delivered to the Polt man in the morning 
| | F 2 . fince 
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ſince it is very unlikely that I may be in . 
Me humour when I come home to take 


up wy mw 
Adieu, 


Avpizy ForTESCVE. 


LETTER XXII. 
10 THE SAME. g 


KroncL;var. 


1 is . the lovely far that 


irradiated theſe gloomy regions has diſ- 


= appeared, and all is a cheerleſs blank. 


That happy evening I wrote about was 


the laſt—it was the criſis of Forteſcue's © - 
; 1 MES iS; 


I am coward enough to rail at the 


= . for the ſhare they have bad * 
my diſappointment. 


Frederic, I ſeem ſingled out for fate - 


.maleyolently to ſport with, 


| Yet Mrs. Davenport ſays the dear 15 


wept, and left © a tender memorial 8 her 
 Tegret for Mr. Porteſcue.” 


Theſe were Mis  Legrand's own 
words 


words—Mrs. Davenport was TP! par- 
ticular in reciting them. 
I was prevented laſt night from 


taking my walk to the. vicarage, but 


this evening a beautiful ſun ſhed its 


refleting rays around the valley, and 
my eager ſteps haſtened me thither— 
J entered the parlour in which we were 
wont to aſſemble—Mrs. Davenport was 
alone I enquired after the reſt of the 
party—Mr. Percival was well—Mr. 
Davenport was amuſing himſelf with 
his gun, and Miſs Legrand—ſurely I 


knew what was become of her—here a 


ſigh ſtole from my charming friend, and 
had inſtantly a foreboding---a chillneſs 
came over me---I ſunk into thought--- 
Mrs. Davenport relieved me from ſuſ- 
| pence by informing me that Miſs Le- 
grand left the Abbey-houſe early in the 
morning---that the chaiſe came round 


with her to receive the parting regrets of 


her friends at the vicarage, and that the 
dear girl's eyes faithfully ſpoke the an- 
guiſh of her heart Ah Mr. Forteſcue,” 
continued Mrs. Davenport, © how her 
friends at Windſor are to be envied the 


acquifition of ſuch a companion?“ 


3 4 I heard 
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= heard her and was flent---my agita- 
tion was violent, and yet I was ſecretly 
ſatisfied that no one but Mrs. Davenport 
_ obſerved it. 0 
„ always honored Mr. Forteſeue I 
penetration? 'reſumed theamiablewoman, 

* and it is no unwelcome teſtimony of 
his ſenſibility when he regrets in common 

with us, the loſs of fo charming an afſo- 
eise ; 

She ſat down t to >the piano- forts to ory | 
to amuſe me, and played one of Miſs Le- 
grand's favourite airs---Mrs. Davenport 
has exquiſite taſte, but Julia Legrand's 
notes had a different effect upon me. 
Before ſhe had finiſhed, the reſt of our 
party aſſembled, and all our converſe 
was on the merits of the lovely abſentee. 
A tender męmorial of her regret for 
Mr. Forteſcue”---there is ſomething in 
this ſentence which I would fain glean a 

favourable Interpretation from. 5 
She has promiſed to write to Mrs. 

Davenport immediately on her arrival 
at Windſor, and they have mutually 

pledged themſelves to ſupport a Rane” 
al correſpondence. _ 

3 this means Iſhall hear of her. 

1 tak 
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Like ſome cumkoört in remembering 


that Miſs Legrand and] parted, mutually 


pleaſed with, and mutually confiding in 
each other—ſhe wept over my tale of 


misfortune, and that was a feaſt of ſenſi- 


bility which my enamoured foul ardent- 5 


ly dwells on. | 
Fou know my natural impatience, 
Frederic, for you have often been 


| tormented with the inconvenient effeAs 
of 1t---] count the days---the hours---till 


a letter arrives---and if a gleam of com- 


fort comes with it, Iwill ee impart 


it to my friend. 


Ido not forget your Harricr-alhy eve- 
ry thing to her that friendſhip like mine 


ean ſug eſt. Se ts Ne 
I. 4 Yours, 


AvpLlEy FORTESCUE. 


LETTER XXIII. 


10 MRS. DAVEN PORT, 


At the Vicarage in Kzoncars VALE. 


Winder, 


1 OPEN. our R dear 
= Emily, with ſenſations of uncommon 


? 4 _ you: 


n 
1 
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_ pleaſure, for independent of the value of 
your friendſhip, methinks the remem- 


brance of the happy hours I have paſſed 


in the vale, clings to my heart with 
animated preference, and it feels no 
gratification ſo exquiſite as when it re- 


traces thoſe delightful ſcenes. 


The weather was very unfavourable, 

and the roads in many places almoſt im- 

pPäaſſable from the heavy rains which have 

of late deluged the country—but had it 
been otherwiſe I ſhould have been loſt to 
any enjoyment——Ah Mrs. Davenport, 
who. would have thought that a ſlender 

ſojournment of a few weeks in Wales, in a 

place where at firſt all whom I am now ſo 
affectionately attached to, were entire 
ſtrangers to me, could fill my heart with 
ſuch regret at leaving it. 

I have a charming friend here thank 
- whoſe jealous eyes I muſt conceal this 
avowal, but indeed I love her not leſs 

dihan ever, nor are my affections weaken- 

TT ed by being divide. 15 

Oh Emily, how fakfulty does my 

buſy ſancy rove to the favorite ſpot I- 

bave abandoned—to the happy ſeat of 

* and content to the oak 

| Parlour 
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parlour opening on the nn, where he 


chearful converſeofthe venerable divine, 
the ſprightly ſallies of my much- loved 
friend, and the wit and graces of the 

charming Forteſcue, beguiled the fleet. 


ing hours—happily conformable to the 
wiſhes of his gueſts, I hear the worthy 


Mr. Percival retrace the livelier adven- 
tures of youth —T liſten to Mr. Forteſcue's 
comments on the manners and cuſtoms 
of men, whilſt he deſcribes with eaſy 

eloquence the ſufferings of the freezing 
Laplander, or the parched Indian in the 


ſultry deſart—now is he dwelling with 


| elegant enthuſiaſm on the extenſive em- 
pire of ſcience, or lamenting the fettered 
prejudicesof contracted ignorance---now | 


is Mrs. Davenport enlarging on the vir- 


tues of the ſacred ſiſterhood, the choſen 
refuge from guilt and oppreſſion, and re- 
calling the tranquil hours ſhe paſſed in 
her ſecluſion from the world, forgetting 
and forgot---now---but whither does my 
greedy imagination tranſport me? Ah 
how eagerly dwells r my pen on the deli- 


eious theme * M 
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5 Did you communicate my parting 
meſſage to Mr. Forteſcue? ] have con- 
demned myſelf for not ſnatching ſome 


* opportunity to take leave of him----he 


might think it unkind, but you Know 
could not help it. 
My friends here rally me on the ſeri 
_ ouſneſs which they lay I have lately 
aſſumed---they | lead me into faſhionable 
circles, where gaiety and mirth preſide, 
but I return inſenſible to pleaſure they 
take me with them into the park, the 
Walks are pleaſant, but they appear to be 
Zh regulated by forms, and devoted to the 
Purpoſes of art--they are not like the 
bumble vallics of Keoncaer---in vain | 
lock ſor the romantic receſſes of natu re, 
ihe ſhades of rural ſimplicity. 

Do not forget me, dear Mrs. Daven- 
port---my chief ſolace will reſult from 
3 our correſpondence---I ſhall always re- 
lvy on your faithful report of me to my 
friends in the vale--you can never tay 
tow much I think of them. 

V,rrite then, my much- eſteemed Emily, 
28 often as poſſible, and knowing how in- 
tereſted J am in all the events of a pc 
. a 


3 
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ſo Sons to me, ſurely you will not be 
"_—_— of intelligence. 


een, 
9 am with real affection yours, 


Jour LEGRAND- 


1 write e by the ſame poſt to Jy: brother: 


LETTER XXIV. 2 


To. M1Ss LEGRAND AT WINDSOR. 


"Tax VALE —7 2 


8 and ae will pro- 
nounce it a treſpaſs on their eſtabliſned 


forms, when Forteſcue addreſſes Miſs 
Legrand by letter it may be ſo, but 


ſuffer me, lovelieſt of women, to con- 
tend that there are partial circumſtances 
in the preſent inſtance which will be 


found to afford extenuation. 


And the privilege of friendſhip i is the 


plea l offer. 


Yes, madam, 1 we: been alt 

enough to believe, or rather to indulge 
ſome kind of hope that as a friend I am 

not entirely indifferent to you.—Your 


ſenſibility took alarm when I unboſomed 
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my ſtory, and there was an intereſting 
ſympathy in your emotions which made 
directly to my heart— then began the 
triumph of friendſhip, and I felt all that 
| you could wiſh me=--but what my feel 
ings were when Thad the bliſsfulteſtimony 
under your own dear hand that Forteſ- 
cue's ſociety was remembered with plea- 
| ſure, Iown myſelf incapable of declaring. 
Indeed, Miſs Legrand, you are not 


de only ſufferer by your diviſion from 


the vale;—weall mourn our irremedi- 
able lofs, but none, I am ſure, feel it 
o exquiſitely as Forteſcue. 
Cruel Julia ! not to deal more ingenu- 
- ouſly with your friend. had a right to 
know you” had Emcermined to forfake 
"Us: 
| Yet let me not call her eruel for 
withholding that which it was the moſt 
gracious act of humanity to conceal. 
I enjoyed whilſt it laſted, — ſweet 
deluſion. _ ERS nat 
And Miſs Legrand's generous mention 
of me in her letter to Mrs. Davenport, 
ought to counter-balance the miſery 
oS endured when 1 found that deluſion 
vaniſhed, 


Yet : 
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| Yet if I had known it was irrevocably | 
determined that ſhe was to forſake us, I 
would have ſued for ſome happy teſtimo- 
nial of perpetuating friendſhip—ſuch as 
honor might aſk for, and virtue and de- 
licacy beſtow—I would have implored 
permiſſion to talk with my lovely friend 
by letter, and by a mutual interchange 
of ſentiment, mature a friendſhip to which 
my pride, and my honor would have 
been firmly rivetted.---Ah fay Miſs Le. - 
grand, would the ſordid leſſons of a ſuf. 
picious world have been ſuffered to pre- 
vail over the generous n of ſenſi- . 
bility ? 
I know your reply, for I kane you 
have a mind ſuperior to prejudice. 
Then here, thus I entreat you to let 
your devoted Forteſcue at leaſt partici- 
pate in your valuable correſpondence-.-- 
honor me, deareſt Julia, with one letter, 
one line only ſay that you are well and 
happy, and the benignant act will dif. 
penſe comfort to us all, but no one more 
chan your idmiring, 1 
WOT Fonrzscuz. 


LETTER 


pu > — 2 — —— 
Ara _ 3 a} ai_— S 8 — Se 8 
9 N — 


= — 3 — NS 2 — . 
— - WF 4 5 A — 1 . _ xg 
— of A von 5 — 
A * — * —— Tas * * 
2141 — Ss - > 4 
. IRE 8 


„ AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 


LETTER XXV. 
z ro MISS LEGRAND- +; 


The Vicarage | in KrONCABR-VALE 


Tic early attention our -amidble 
Julia has paid to her promiſes of re- 


membering her diſtaat friends, 1s highly 


| flattering to us---we deal not in compli- 
ments, dear Miſs Legrand-----our ſenti- 
ments are undiſguiſed, and every tribute 


we offer is directly from the heart. 
You have abſolutely de ranged our lit- 


IX th party beyond the likelihood of its 


ever again being ſet to rights---we meet, 


it is true, but it is to unboſom our wen 
| together. 


My worthy uncle 3 calls for 


he lovely fugitive, and do you know I 
' think I loſe ground in his favor---poſi- 
| tively he fixes upon Julia Legrand as the 
ſtandard of perfection, and all our merits 

are but admitted in a comparative ſenſe--- 


if I play any favourite leſſons or airs, he 
honors me with a kind of formal paſſi ve 


approbation, but ſays or ſeems to ſay that 


Miſs 


AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 


Miſs Legrand, were ſhe here, could do it 
better. : 


Beloved then as you evidently a are by 


all to whom you are known, what ſay 


you to a propoſition. I am charged to 
make to your friends at Windſor.—it is 


this---that you ſhall paſs three months 


with them, and the like time with us 
5 alternately | in the vale. 


This is ſo reaſonable a propoſal, and 
ſhews on our parts ſuch an accommodat- 


ing diſpoſition, that if they cloſe not with 


it, I ſhall poſitively pronounce them a 


ſelfiſh ſet unworthy my Julia's regard. 


Forteſcue 1s in raptures at this ſcheme, 
and earneſtly recommends it to your con- 
ſide ration on my word, Julia, the man 


is almoſt beſide himſelf, and from what 


he threatens, I think he will have the 


temerity to write to you. 5 


Be ſatisfied, my dear, of my a 8 

eſteem, and that the ſincerity of it will 
always keep me punctual to my correſ- 

pondence-nay more, Julia, if you will 

with all convenient diſl patch return us an 
engagement under your own hand that 
you will cloſe with our propoſals, I will 
| deyote ſome of my letters to the purpoſe _ 


I Pr 


133 


— 
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1 promifed--aud i in retracing the earn 
ſcenes of my life you will find my fate 
has been ſtrangely chequered- - certain it 
is that ſome ſingular vieiſſitudes muſt have 
occurred to have induced me to eſcape 
from the convent at Valognes after I had 
taken the veil---but through every viſita- 
tion of misfortunes you will obſerve the 
» benevolent hand of providence has been : 
ſignally held out to protect me. 
Nemember, my Julia, we have agreed 
5 15 to let no more than two poſts elapſe 
between our letters. 
I have a thouſand things to ſay to you, i 
but what with the united intreaties of my 
uncle, my huſband and Mr. Forteſcue, 
to ſpeak of them to you as they feel, I © 
am really perplexed how to acquit my- 
| ſelf---they admire and eſteem, and are 
always talking of you---there---I need ſay 
no more, but that Lam on my own pri- 
vate account, 


Very aſe8ionately 3 your, 


„ Euirr DAVENPORT- . 


LETIER 
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LETTER XXVI. 


wle... lan. | 


L HAVE ever : on. taught to reſiſt the 
tyranny of cuſtom---conſcious innocence 
ſpurns its contracted laws, and ſerenely : 


ſailes in its own ſecurity. 


Equally irreconcileable to an ing _ 
ous mind are the low artifices of diſimu- 


lation. 


tially unboſomed his melancholy ſeeret, 
every faculty of my ſoul was arouzed, 


and the ſympathy J offered him was the 


pure and earlieſt tribute of friendſhip. 


In return for this friendſhip, the genu- 


ine offering of an innocent heart, will 


Mr. Forteſcue forget himſelf ſo far as to 
delude me into an act which may hereaf- 


ter lay a foundation for ſelf-reproach ?--- 

no -i character is uniformly amiable 
doubt and e vaniſh before him, 

| and 


| I have BE Rey Mr. Forteſeue, that 5 
Ihad at leaſt diſcernment enough to ad- 
mire his virtues; but when he confiden- 


_— 
1 
8 
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and with them the cold dicdates of re- 
lerve. 5 
1 owe you, Sir, much for your letter— 
1owe my dear friends at the Vicarage 
more lads long life of unceaſing grate 
tude can ever diſcharge. 5 | 
I cannot ſay that I am well or happy— 
| theſe ſcenes are ill. calculated to ſecure 
' ME peace or tranquillity, 
I had Mrs. Davenport's affeRionate 
letter this moraing---alas, fear her gene- 
_ Tous intentions in my favour will be de- 
feated---I hinted to my friends here my 
wiſhes to return into Wales, but they 
ſeemed determined to oppoſe them, and, 
(in a way which I felt unfriendly) ridi 
culed the idea. 
Be kind enough, Mr. W to 
tell Mrs. D. that I ſhall anſwer her letter 
in a day or two---or rather ſay ming 
7 about 6 
| Yet ſhe will know I have written to 
| you, and may expect me to take ſome 
notice of the ſubjeR of her laſt---tell her 
if you pleaſe, that I ſhall have an oppor- 
tunity of communicating my ſentiments 
do her ireely' in my next. 


And 
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And oh may the choiceſt of heaven's 
bleſſings be for ever ſhowered over yout 
happy roof, ye dear amiable friends, and 
could Julia Legrand be indulged in the 
firſt, the prevailing wiſh of her heart, it 
ſhould be to paſs her days in undiſturbed 
ſerenity in Keoncaer-Vale.---Say then, 
does not this prove my affectionate at- 
tachment to it, and proportionably ma- 
nifeſt what J muſt ſuffer ! in e divided 
from it? 


" Adicr—dear Sir, 
1 am 1 yours, 
h LEGRAND. 


LETTER Waun. 


10 rp ER Ie NORMAN, r. | 


* 


THE VALE. 


15 TOLD you in my laſt⸗ how Wazeriy 
the dear girl expreſſed herſelf in her 44 
ter to Mrs. Davenport. 

Read 1 in the eneloſed cravferipts | the 


* This letter does not appear in the collection. 5 
| | Sce letters XXIV. and XXVI, ED HL 
3 triumph 


madated to domeſtic purpoſes, and if fo 


wet and gloomy, and I have taken 


140 AUDLEY FORTESCUEP. 
triumph of ſenſibility and innocence 
over prejudice ang ſuſpicion, 
I bave met with a ſingular ad venture to. 
day; but am not in the humour to write— 
_ to-morrow may poſhbly be better accom. 


f 


I ſhall devote the greater part of it to the 
gratification of your curioſity, and when 
I tell you that the occaſion will warrant 
its being excited, you will ſuppoſe I have 
; ſomething particular to communicate. 


8 TY — 


Beſt remembran ces to Harriot 
Ever yours, _ 
Avvpiey ForTzsevs 


LETTER XXVIIL, 
ro THE SAME, 
Kzon CA R-VALL, 


T- E day: has turned out as $1 expeRted, 


my place by the fire- ſide, rather peeviſh, 


V believe, but in a tolerable humour for 
ſcribbling. . -N 


: Ever 
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rer ſince the bappy hours I paſſed 
with Miſs Legrand in the wood, I have 
felt myſelf unaccountably attached to it 


—] explore its receſſes, I pauſe at the 
well-remembred ſpot where che dear girl's 


choly. 


where dwelt theaged ſybil of the wood 
the mild filence of the evening, the calm 
ſerenity of the ſcene around, and the pic- 


cities of fancy---it was a favourable op- 


portunity for a viſit into the cavern, and I 


determined to have a further conference 
wich its venerable 1inhabitant---yet un- 


willing to be noticed by any one who 
might interpret my curiolity into weak- 
neſs, I turned warily round two or 


three times to ſatisfy myſelf that I was 
unobſerved, ard finding the coaſt clear at 


laſt I ventured in---I had juſt paſſed the 
mouth of the cave, and v Was directing my 
courſe | 


zgitatioa had nearly overcome her—I 
e but find a ſecret gratification in the _ 
uninterrupted indulgence of my melan- 5 


In one of theſe ſolitary rambles I had 5 
inſenſibly brought myſelf to the cavern 


tureſque features of nature were exactly 
ſuitable to a romantic imagination, and [I 
felt diſpoſed to indulge in the excentri- 
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courſeforwards whenl ſuddenly heard the 
cries of a female, and it inſtantly occur. 


red to me thatpoſſibly ſome ruffian might 


be committing violence on a defencelels 
fair one, and that Providence had dire@: 
ed me thither to relieve her---this may 

ſound like the language of antient knight. 
errantry, but I was too well convinced 


that it was a real occaſion, to loſe a moment 


in determining to afford my aſſiſtance, and 

I called out as loud as I could---the re. 
verberation of the ſound through the hol. 
lo cavities had a very awful effect. — All 
was quiet, and I ſhould have repeated 
my call with increaſed energy, but at the 
_ inſtant my old friend the propheteſs made 
her appearance, Heaven be praiſed, 
<« worthy Sir, that you are come,” ſaid 


ſhe, „I am in a woeful quandary within 
| there) s a poor creature with a child 
«whom I found about an hour ago juſt by, 
„ fajuting and forlorn, and I verily be- 
« lieve ſhe mult have periſhed if I had not 


come to her relief, ſhe has juſt had a ter- 


* rible fit—doubtleſs a ſtrange diſaſter 
£« muſt have befallen her, for ſhe ſeems, 


Fe and I dare ſay is of ſoine conſeqaens 


oY 
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©*...come in, good Sir, and talk with her 
© —we may together be of ſervice to the 
poor ſufferer---Ah, Sir, though I am 
© what you ſee, my roof is always ny 


to ſhelter the wretched !” 


To readily accepted the 1 invitation, and 
was ſoon conduRed to the interior apart- 


ment where but a few evenings fince I 
had been bleſſed with the preſence of the 
lovely Julia Legrand---there fat the poor 


pale object with a beautiful little boy 


about a year old ſtretched on her feeble 


knees---ſhe made an effort to riſe at my 


approach but inſtantly ſunk down again 


* be of good cheer, lady,” ſaid our 
ancient hoſteſs, „and bear up againſt 


troubles---this is a worthy ſquire whom 
chance has brought to ſee us, and we 


won't let you give way to def pair—thank | 


God that it fell in my way to aſſiſt you.” 


On a ſlight ſurvey of the fair ſiranger, 
I was convinced that Mrs. Bell was not 


miſtaken i in the notion ſhe had formed 
of her having moved in a ſuperior 
flation---a very tender glance diſcovered 


the ruins of beauty and eloquence, and 
the more I obſerved her, the more reaſon 


L had to be aſſured that ſhe was of no 


common | 
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common rank there was aneaſy delicacy 
in her addreſs, an expreſſion in her coun- 
tenance, and withal a dignity in her de- 
portment that commanded reſpect, though 
the firſt impulſe might be compaffion— 
fainting and reduced, ſhe ſeemed for ſome 
time iucapable of attending to the homely 
but ſincere language of our venerable 
dame, but at length lifting up her languid 
eyes (the brilliance of which ſeemed to 
have been but lately obſcured) ſhe made 
an effort to expreſs her acknowledy- 
ments---I ſaw. it was a painful exertion, 
and in a manner which I meant ſhould be 
reſpectful, I intreated her to forbear and 
be compoſed--that I had happily the 
power of reſcuing her from diſtreſs if it 
were poſſible for human aid to ſuccour 
her, and that on every occaſion of this 
nature Ialways derived ſo much gratifi- 
cation as to become myſelf the perſon 
obliged. 
. you are an Ae Sir,” 
| ſaid ſhe, is enough to make me pay 
every credit to your humanity---I am a 
foreigner---but I know the generoſity of 
your country to be proverbial---poſhbly 
had I met with your bencvolent aſſiſtance 
ſooner, 
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ſooner, it might have availed---now it's 
too late. Vet this little innocent may 
want a friend—he i is all adverſity has left 
me—let a wretched mother plead for him 
whilſt ſhe has yet the Power > of f peech=-- 
he will ſoon be an orphan.” — 
Here nature overpowered the exhauſt- 
ed ſufferer, and ſhe ſunk backwards. 
By the ſkilful attention of good Mrs. 
Bell, ſhe preſently recovered, but ſeem- | 
ed loſt to any recolleQion of what had 
paſſed—ſhe ſtared wildly about her, and 
in incoherent and broken ſentences de- 
manded where ſhe was, and whom ſhe was 
amongſt.—The infant had been careful- 
ly placed on the bed, and was ina ſound 
fleep—ſhe aſked for her child, and we 
aſſured her it was ſafe and comfortable--- 
ſhe caſt her eyes towards it, and ſeemed 
fatisfied—there was an agitation and 
wildneſs over her countenance which! 
was apprehenſive would bring on another 
fainting fit---and I thought it ad viſeable 
to recommend it to the old lady to un- 
dreſs her patient and pant her into bed 
this counſel ſhe cordially approved of, 
and on taking my leave I put a trifle into 
my hand, and told her that I would de- 
E „ 
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- fray any expences ſhe might be put to in 
compleating her office of kindpeſ — 
have a bottle or two,“ faid he, © of excel. 
lent made wine, of the virtue of which ] 
| have had numberleſs teſtimonies---I ſhall 
adminiſter ſome of this to her, and if I can 

; cheat her into a little ſleep, there will be 
no doubt of her getting about again 
poor creature; hunger and fatigue are 
ſerere enemies to encounter with !”— 
1 promiſed to call again iu the courſe 
| of the eveuing, and took my leave. 

My mind was ſo fully occupied with 
this ſingular circumſtance, that I wander- 
ed away thoughtleſs and inattentive to the 
courſe I was taking, and preſently found 

myſelf on the ſkirt of the wood that open- 
ed towards the heath, before me at a diſ- 
tance I diſcerned a ſolitary ſabric which 
ſeemed by a ſcanty ſign near it to denote 
accommodation for travellers what the 
ſign was I was at a loſs even on a nearer 
furvey to diſcover, for time had made ve- 
ry free with the deſigu of the artiſt—here 
however J arrived, and refreſhed myſelf 
with a little humble ale a few ſtraggled 
peaſants had eolledted themſel ves together, 
invited by the care-diſpelling draught, 

IDs ; Tg 
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and were all occaſionally exerciſing their 
various talents of loquacity when I en- 
tered—afilencetook place on my appear- 
ance, and I ſaw I was a reſtraint on their 
mirth---this I endeavoured to do away by 5 5 
familiarly intreating them not to let my 
preſence be the means of diſtu rbing 
them---they | had ſenſe enough to un- 
derſtand me, and civility enough to deſire 
me to excuſe them for aſking me to be 
ſeated with them---I did ſo, and the con- 
verſation proceeded as briſk as before. 
It was ſome minutes before I could 
rightly underſtand the ſubject they were 
ſo buſily engaged upon, but at length I 
ſound it to be no other than my old friend 
of the cave Mrs. Judy Bell. 
Theſe people unanimouſly agreed in 
pronouncing her charaQerto be uniform- 
ly generous and good, the earlier part of 
her life no one remembered, nor could 
they dive any farther into her concerns 
than to know ſhe had remained the un- 
diſturbed poſſeſſor of her cell for many 
years---fome recollected her famous feats 
of necromancy when they were boys, a 
and others had heard her name mention- 
ed by their fires—.every one admitted 


G2 me 
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ſhe had done a great deal of good---tha 
ſhe picked up plenty of money in the ex- 
_ erciſe of her talents (which were of va. 
rious kinds) and that ſhe was of a humane 
and charitable diſpoſition, and always 
ready to do every one a kindneſs. 
| This favorable report of Mrs. Bell's 
diſpoſition and good qualities was very 
| acceptable to me, and my mind recurring 
the circumſtance of the fair ſtranger, ! 
was glad to find ſhe had obtained ſo ſa- 
lutary an aſylum. _ 
Having paſſed the beſt part of an Pon 
there, Ithoughtof reſuming my walk, and 
reviſiting the cave, to learn the iſſue of 
itsbenevolent hefteſs's attention. It never 
occurred to me that I ſhould moſt likely 
find ſome difficulty in making my way 
there through the interior receſſes of the 
wood, unleſs I could retrace that partof 
it which I was accuſtomed to, and from 
which Thad ſecured a certain path that 
led directly to the cavern---however I 
am not apt to be diſconcerted by little 
. accidents of this natu re, and away Iran 
bled. 
Whether 1 was more e than uſaally ab- 
5 fent, or that J miſtook my direction ! 
„ 55 know 
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know not, but after hay] ing e a- 


bout the wood for near two hours, I bund 


myſelf at the very ſpot where I entered 


from the heath after my viſit to the reſort. 

of the peaſants---their little rendezvous 
was again in view, an d could not but be 

vexed to find I had been ſo ſtupi dly, and 


ſo unprofitably empldyed. 


1 now took a regular courſe through the 
wood in one certain direction, and came 
at laſt to a ſpot that was familiarto me- 
from thence I made my way eaſy enough 
tothe cave---Mrs. Bellwelcomedme very 
arneſtly, and with great pleaſure aſſured 
me her patient was better, and ſhe dared 
lay would be glad to talk with me, as ſhe 
had recol lected my goodneſs to her, and 
ſeemed to have a very grateful ſenſe of 


It.-.- 


We uſed but little ceremony in the 
introduction the fair ſtranger received 


me with becoming grace, and told 


whilſt I was ſeated by her ſide 


bi ſhe diſcerned ſomething in my 


countenance which could net be mif- 
taken for idle curioſity. “ J am under 


great obligations to you, Sir,” ſaid ſhe 
lor the generous intereſt you have taken 
3 85 . in 


1 
— 
IR . 


Fo hope---you ſhall ſee better days, and 
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in my recovery---I have not been long 
inured to miſeries of this nature---Nor- 
mandy gave me birth, and it is only about 
fourteen months ſince my ſad deſtiny 
threw me on your ſhores---I am indeed, 
Sir, of no common rank---but I have de- 
ſerved my diſgrace---I am an ungrateful 
diſobedient girl---the Baron D'A——r 
is my father, and the wretched outcaſt 
now beſide you was once the. flattered 
favoured Adelaide.“ „5 
J wiſh, madam, for no explanations--- 
it ſuffices that you are unfortunate---a 
| benevolent mind thinks that a ſufficient 
pallport to its protection- when you are 
better able to relate to me, as to a friend 
who is anxious for your happineſs, the 
circumſtances which have involved you 
in this dreadful calamity, I will liſten to 
you with the partiality of friendſhip, in 
the meantime with calmneſs and tranquil- 
 Iny reconcile yourſelf to the comforts of 


' ſhall yourſelf live to cheriſh your lovely 
in nocent-—the worthy matron of this 
place will afford you every thing neceſ- 
lary to reſtore you, and when you ate 
able to remove you ſhall find a better 

e | ſhelter 
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ſhelter ready to receive you---at a little 
/ diſtance from hence is the vale of Ke- 
oncaer, where I reſide at preſent---thither 
we will contrive to convey you, and a- 
mongſt ſome of your own ſex you ſhall 
ave ery: opportunity” of N 8 8 
Pi I ought: to think bexven that i it 
you, Sir, I have ſecured a refuge for my 
little one; for myſelf, I certainly will en- 
deavour to live to repay your generolity 
three days had we- ſubſiſted on a few 
halfpence which the bounty of a pro- 
miſcuous traveller ſupplied us with--- 
but it was all gone, nature was quite 
worn out, and I rottered into the ſhelter 
| ofthis wood to die.. 5 
Since Providetgel has averted i ſo me- 
lancholy an event, [ truſt you will make 
ſuch a return for its interpoſition as to 
ſtruggle yet a little longer againſt your 
misfortunes---\Ve will take care to make 
the reit of your days. comfortable 
when I ſay they ſhall be happy I may 
perhaps excecd the ability of humanity 
---t9-morrow I ſhall make you another 
viſit, and in the mean time give this good 
woman an opportunity to tell me that 
9 + you 
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you have ſollowed my friendly counſels 
you will then meet me with the ad- 
a vantage of recruited health, and e 


. „ 


5 Having e dec ner to the« care of 

the worthy dame (which by the bye was 
: unneceſſary) l took my leave, and made 
my way through the wood to the vale— 


though the adventure was of an intereſt- 


ing nature, I forbore mentioning a ſyl- 
lable of it, rather chuſing io wait the iſſue 

of a day or two. — IE EA 
"The next morning 1 bete me again 


* to Mrs. Bell' 8, and had the ſatisfaction to 


Bud her fair patient a good deal recover- 


ed there was already a tinge, rather 


ſaintly diffuſed over her cheek, which 
leemed to denote the return of health.— 
J am bleſt, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © with : 
- uncommon ſpirits, and but for them muſt 
inevitably have long ſince been over- 

powered with grief---my ſtory is long--- 


if I continue recovering, which I think : 


ſhall, Iwill endeavour to commit it to 
paper, and you will then be at leiſure to 
peruſe t—ſuch a recital might exhauſt 


me too much, yet I would fain gratify _ 


your curioſity -- becauſe perhaps I have 
--— ame 
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ſome ſecret pride in wiſhing to convince 
you that I have been more unfortunate. 
than criminal.” | 
I felt inexprefible pleaſure at the 
alteration in the appearance of the fair 
foreigner, and though I certainly had a 
ſtrong curioſity to diſcover what mis- 
fortunes had ſo ſorely afflicted a beauti- 
ful girl at her age, I told her I ſhould 
conſider it a treſpaſs on humanity to urge 
any thing on the ſubjeR at preſent. 
Mrs. Bell's vigilant and unwearied 
attention to this poor creature has im- 
preſſed me with ſuch a ſenſe of her good- 
neſs, that I really wiſh to be a friend to 
her—never was anxiety more manifeſt 
than ſhe diſcovered from the firſt, and 
the more I ſee of my venerable friend of 
the cave, the more I ain convinced that 
under the garb of humble poverty ſhe 
hides ſomething of ſuperior eminence 
that would have adorned the moſt « ex- 
alted charader. 


T have been prevented 1 n f 3 


ramble into the wood by the wet wea- 
ther---if this evening ſhould be favour- 
able I ſhall venture-—if DO, + the firſt ap- 
portunity. 5 

0 1 "Than 
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There, F rederie, is a whole morn- 

 ing's work! )) 8 

lam yours fincerel), 
AvuprEY ForTEsCue. 


— 


LETTER XXVII. 


| | 0 TY 
Sm, 5 


1 a vente e 1 in al 
the concerns” of a beloved friend of 
mine, Miſs julia Legrand, I am defired 
by my mother to take the liberty of ac: 
quainting you thatſhe highly diſapproves 
of her entering into a correſpondence 
with a gentleman, who is a ſtranger to our 
family, and that ſhe expects to owe 10 
his politeneſs and good ſenſe, an imme. 
diate diſcontinuance of it. 
Mliſs Legrand, Sir, has engagements of 
a very ſerious nature which render ſuck 
an intercourſe highly desen, 
Tam, 
Sir, 
Your obedient ſervant, 


EIITANOR Cour TNEY- 
LETTER 
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LETTER XXVII. 
1 Ms. DAVENPORT, 
At the Vicarage i in KEONCAER- VALE. | 


ws. ugs 


Fun ERE is a ſad aching 4 in the 
deſtiny of your friend which keeps 


her wedded to inquietude, and for ever 


ſubject to, the moſt trying diſappoint- 
ments---the dear delights which my heart 
fondly anticipated in a correſpondence 
with my much- loved friendsinKeoncaer- 
vale are now ſnatched from me, and I 
am told I muſt determine to forget them 
Dalas, my Emily, the attachment I de- 
clared to you, is too nearly interwoven 
with my exiſtence, for one to give oy 
without the other! | 
At the death of our parents, my brother 
and I were left under the guardianſhip of 
Major Courtney (the father of my fair 
friend here) and Stanley Hamilton, Eſq. 
of the Temple---me it was judged expe- 
dient to place 1n the houſe of the former. 
| gentleman, where at an caly age (for! 
= | Was 


5 
* 


| 
| 
A 
N 
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was ſcarce eight years old when I became 
an orphan) I cultivated a friendſhip with 


my favorite Eleanor, which increaſed 


with our ripening years, and | muſt ever 
give her credit for thefincere aſſection ſhe 
has ſhewn on every occaſion where 8 


my happineſs or my intereſt was : 


concerned---at the death of the Major, 
Mrs. Courtney continued me under her 


_ foſtering protection, and I ſhould be un- 
grateful indeed if I did not own that ſhe. 


has ſupplied with fond fidelity the place 


of my departed mother---my little fortune 
is in the hands of Mr. Hamilton, but 
owing to the unſucceſsful iffue of a law 
ſuit reſpecting my late father's right to a 


ſhare in ſome mines i it is re- 


duced to little more than 3000l.- Under 
the care of Mrs. Courtney, and a worthy _ 
creature (a Mrs. Godfrey, who has been 

0% attached to me from my infancy, and to 
vhom my expiring mother conſigned me) 
Ihave remained for many years, and Mrs. 
Courtney on that account claims a fort of _ 
privilege to regulate my conduct by her 

| notions of proſperity and difcretion. 


In the fullnefs of my heart I commu- 


| nicated to MifsCourtrey the contents of 


vou 
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pu tawr—and ſhe ſaw one 1 received- 
from Mr. Forteſcue---Ah Emily---there 
ſprung the ſource of my ſufferings !---the' 
circumſtances of my attachment to the 
vale were ſerioufly and formally inveſti- 
cated, and che reſult is that I muſt decline ps 
the correſpondence. 1 

This is a hard mandate, Fmily.-at 
the moment I write this my tears fall faſt 
on my paper, and ſpeak the wy ſorrow 
which overwhelms my heart. | 

We leave Windſor, I find on Sunday 5 
next---the Royal Family having remov- 
ed to town, the place ſeems deſerted 
after ſtaying about a fortnight in London 
we are to ſet off for a family ſeat of Mrs. 
Courtney's, ſome where near the ſea-coaſt 
in Devonſhire---and there it ſeems we are 
to paſs away the Gull hours of cheerleſs 
Winter. 

A fine proſpett for your poor friend, 

my 

Vet aa pher would be of little conſe- 
quence, and I could reconcile myſelfto 
any ſituation had the humble privilege of 
correſponding with any friends in the 
vale been reſerved to me---deſtitute of 
that I tremble at the trial---I long for 

F „ your 
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| make of 1 It, may PRA extraordinary--- 


your counſel, Emily, but how to get it [ 
know not! deſpiſe the little artifices of 
diſſimulation my friends here know how 
far they can rely on my integrity and 
anything like duplicityon my part would 
look like a conſciouſneſs of error. 


| I have declared my intention of wri- 


| lng to you, and I ſhall make no ſecret 
that I have done ſo—you ſhall hear again 
from me foon—Ah my dear where is Mr. 
Forteſcue ? Vet I am aſking a queſtion 


without hopes of an anſwer---I had better 
only lay that LI am dearly and unaltere- 


bly yours, 


| 10114 LEGRAND.. 


LET TE R XIX. 


(Before the two lat Letters had been received i it 


the Vale. a 


rosen, ay. 


Ms be. pen 1 lain nearly a fortnight 
_ neglected, which, _ conſidering. the uſe 


T have been of late accuſtomed to 


but 
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5 but J have within theſe few days been ſo. 
| buſily engaged in the concerns of the fair 
foreigner, and I have at this moment 
{ſuch a croud of incidents to relate, that 1 
| hardly know where to begin or how io 
arrange them but in order to be as me- 
rhodical as poſſible, I will commence my 
narrative from the date of my laſt letter, 
and proceed progreſſively forwards. 
Il am now in poſſeſſion of the beautiful 
ſtranger's hiſtory in her own hand-wri- 
: ting, a copy of which I ſhall tranſmit to 
i you in my next, but there are ſome lead- 
ing cireumſtances with which it will be 
neceſſary to make you acquainted, to pre- 
pare you for what has happened within 
theſe few days i in the circle of this hum- 
ble valley. | 
In the courſe of two or three further 
"viſits to the cave, I had the fatisfaRion to 
find the fair wanderer almoſt perfectly 
| reſtored, and it is butjuſticetodeclare that 
when the roſes were re-eſtabliſhed on her 
| Cheeks I never beheld a more beautiful 
_ creature—ſhe had hinted to me ſome cir- 
cumſtances reſpecting her family (the 
name of which I remembered to have 
heard at Caen in my laſt excurſion 


0 rough 
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| through the country) and in order to 
furniſh a pretence to aſſiſt her with money, 
and run no riſk of offending her delicacy, 
I told her I had an opportunity thro che 
channel of a correſpondent at Caen of 
getting reimburſed any ſum ſhe might 
have occaſion for, but it was not till after 
I had became poſſeſſed of the particulars 
of her hiſtory that ſhe would accept my 
offer, nor could I prevail on her then to 
fuffer me to furniſh her with more than 
was ſufficient to provide a change of 
raiment for herſelf and little one—the 
child was lovely beyond deſcription. 


It now became expedient to propoſe 


removing her from the cave to afituation 
leſs gloomy, and more calculated for her 


accommodation——1 own I had ſome 


ſeruples about introducing her into the 
vale. I feared my intentions would be 

miſconſtrued, and that itmightgive birth 
to conjectures favorable to the purpoſes 

of ſcandal—at any rate it was impoſſible 


to attempt it until IJ had previouſly ex- | 


_ plained the circumſtances to Mrs. Daven- 


| = port, or the good vicar, and as yet I had 


not revealed a ſyllable on the ſubject, 


„ .* 
-C > 

o 
. 
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Mrs. Bell was of the ſame opinion, and 
ve took upon herſelf to remove eve- 
ry difficulty of the kind by providing an 
aſylum at a ſolitary farm-houſe on the 
moor: ſide; —the place ſhe told me was 
ofa very inferior quality, but wouldſerve 
forthe preſent to ſhelter our young friend 
from the intruſions. of na abt curi- 
ofity. 

Thither cecordiogly ſhe was condutied, 
and the place very faithfully anſwered the : 
deſcription Mrs. Bell had given of it as 
to its being ſolitary and cheerleſs, but ſhe 
might have gone further, and enlarged on 
the fingular neatneſs (almoſt borderingon 
elegance) which was conſpicuous thro' 
every part of the dwelling. - 

Yet this was a lonely fabric obſcurely 
ituated on the barren margin of a dreary 
moor—the eye was ſeldom amuſed with 
the fight of an human being, unleſs ſome 
wandering peaſant accideutallypaſſed, or 
ſome miſguided. traveller, invited by the 
appearance of a ſhelter, Arayed there for 
information. . 

The miſtreſs of this lake manſion ve- 
iy complacently welcomed her fair 


eſs and appropriated a a neat little par- 
lour 


% 
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lour which opened into a garden that 


38 bad been cultivated on the ſide of the 


cottage, to her uſe a few vegetables were 
planted about it, and in the centre roſe 
a little mount, where the freſh green turf 
regaled the eye with an agreeable 25 
Peumnee of verdure. 
_ - Having introduced our lovely Ranger 
into this comfortable dwelling, there! 
_ niuſt leave her — you will peruſe her 
hiſtory (which my next letter ſhall con- 
vey to you) before I can proceed for- 
wards, or I ſhould neceſſarily deſtroy the 
effect of an incident of an intereſting na- 
ture which has afforded me inexpreffible 
pleaſure, and brought about a change in 
the circumſtances of the fair wanderer 
which I truſt will eventually be the 
means of reſtoring her to o happineſs and 
to herſelf, | 
I have not quite tnnforibed the fitory, 
ut by Sunday's poſt I will diſpatch i Ire 
And have I, Frederic, been thus in- 
dulging my rebel pen with ſuffering it to 
be employed on a female ſubjeR, without 
one thought—one- figh ſacred to Julia 
Legrand? —Ah, my friend, in ſerving 
this uufortunate Rrange . 1 am merely an 
agent 
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agent in the cauſeof humanity—but ſen- 
rey” of a different nature thrill through 
frame when I think on my lovely 
fogitive.—Alt 18 flent---but we expect 
every day to hear from her, and there is 
not a poſt arrives that my impatient foot- 
ſteps hurry me not to the vicarage-- but 


for this unexpected adventure with the 
lady in the wood I think.I ſhould long 


ſince have been in the fame town wih 


julia to live from her is impoffible 
Adieu, 

| Ever yours, | 

AvDLEY FoxTeceus. 


K OK = 


L E T TE R XXX. 
270 FREDERIC | NORMAN, r. 
Tur vaue,—Thurſty 


2 Encloſe you the promiſed narrative. 
You will obſerve that it was written 
previous to my acquaintance with the 


unfortunate heroine, and if the hoſpita- 


ble matron of the cave had not been 
providentially ſent to her ſuccour, in all 
probability ſhe would have expired on 

the 


6 A Fad 
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the ſpot, and the manuſcript, like the 
| memoirs of BENIN us, would have be- 
come the Hroper ty of the ff fra- 
veller. 
My next leiter whit throw a Fandher 
High on ſome circuniſtances in the fair 
adventurer's ſtory,--I am at preſent too 
much depreſſed by a renewal of my own 
private misfortunes, to be able to ſend | it 
to you by this conveyance.--- | 
eb, Frederic, Julia Legrand i is lot 
to your friend---for ever loſt---our inter- 
courſe, which I contemplated with plea- 
ſure and with pride, is ſuddenly cut off 
by the ſelfiſh, ſuſpicious, ſordid wretches, 
The is doomed to be ſubſervient to---and 
long before this they have removed the 
dear girl from Windſor, and conſigned 
her to ſome diſmal retreat on the ſea- coaſt 
in the Weſt of England, where her beau; 
ty and accompliſhments are to 
208 7 Wai their fweemeſs on the deſart 


1 Fir. 


Wer of a 1 which was only 
agreeeable to me whilſt Julia Legrand en- 
livened it with her faſcinating preſence, 
or whilſt I ſoadly flattered myſelf wih 
ſometimes hearing fro om or at leaſt of her, 
I have 
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1 have daertiacd to bid adieu to Wales, 
and try the effects of travel on my ſhat- 
tered mind--the novelty of untried ſcenes 
may perhaps amuſe me, or at any rate 
| arreſt the gloomy progreſs of reflexion. 
In my late tour on the Continent 1 
viſited moſt parts of France, Germany, 
Holland and Flanders---of courſe thoſe 
ſcenes are too familiar to me to furniſh 
that kind of variety neceſſary to recreate 
me-----but whilſt I. was at Paris in the 


ſummer of 1979---I remember to have 


had a letter from an old ſchool-fellow of 
ours (Charles Ellercamp)\ to inform me 
chat he was married and ſettled at Friſ- 
bourg in Switzerland, and he enforced a 
very friendly invitation by ſome pleaſing _ 
deſcriptions of the romantic curioſities 
that country abounds with---my paſſion 
however, for ſuch ſort of novelties was 
chen nearly gratified, and I declined it--- 
nit that neceſſity ſeems to have reconcil- 
ed my inclination that way, I think of 
taking a trip thither and if in the revo- 


lution of human affairs, my friend ſhould _ 


have left the place, I have ftill a reſerve 
in an Engliſh family reſident at Geneva, 
with whom 1 know Te can ſojourn a ſew 

months. 3 
5 
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"Yo think not, Frederic, that I would 


tamely abandon ſo precious a-purſuit, 


ſatisfied as I am that the lovely girl has 
ſomething more than a common partiality 


for me, but I foreſee ſo many difficulties, 
and am ſo thoroughly convinced that 
ſeome fatal deſtiny ſtill hangs over me, 
that abſolutely diſcourages me. 


Next week I bid adieu to the vale---l 


bid adieu to the deluſive phantoms of a 
fond imagination. bid adieu to every 
hope of poſſeſſing the beſt and moſt be. 
loved of women---in paſſing through 
London, in my way to Harwich, I ſhall 
pay you and your Harriot the aſſectionate 
devoirs of unabating friendſhip---my 
next will inform you when to EXPO me, 


Yours, 
AL UD LEY FoxTescut 


Tus HISTORY OF \ ADELAIDE. * 


7 In a cover a good deal worn, contain- 


ing the Manuſcript, the reds Was 
_ written with 260 ink in % Engliſh 3 


*-\ V. O RN 3 with forrom . 


6 * wretchedneſs, and unable longer to 


1 ſtruggle 


Written in French, 
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. ſtruggle againſt the ſeverity of my 
«,fate,' I ſeck a ſhelter for "yr and 
« little one—in Dratu! _ 5 
Friendleſs and forſaken as I am, my 
00 family i is of diſtinction in France, and 
« ſhould my hard-hearted father ever 
« hear of the miſerable end of his ill- 
« fated child, if he drops but one tear it 
„ will be ſufficient I wiſh him no ſen- 
« ſation more painful than that tear mut 
be occaſioned by. _ 
Should this chance to fall into the 
« hands of any humane creature who af- 
* ter peruſing my ſad ſtory may be diſ- 
« poſed to depoſite my remains, and thoſe 
of my little one, decently in the earth, 
there 1s ſcarcely a doubt but they may 
one day be requited. 5 
5 a A. S 
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3 E ct D'A— -y "which 
lands on a delightful eminence about 
hve leagues diſtant from the city of Caen 
in Normandy, _ has been long the fa- 

e mily 
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mily ſeat of my anceſtors, and to this day 
no common honors are attached to the 
name of DAY. My grandfather, 
| the Baron, was eminently diſtinguiſhed 
among the reigning favourites at Court 
in thereign of Louis the XIVth. and was 
particularly patronized by the celebrated 
Marchioneſs of Pompadour, whilſt that 
lady was ſuffered to control the politicsof 
France but there is ſooner or later 2 
fatality incidental to Court-favoritiſm, 
which was peculiarly exemplified in the 


preſent inſtance, for when my grandfather 


had attained the moſt ſplendid and digni- 

| fied ſtations, and thought his power ſu- 
premely eſtabliſhed, he diſcovered ſome 
ſecret circumſtances in the movement of 
wle grand ſtate machine, which he deem- 


ed incompatible with the confidence he 


- conceived himſelf entitled to, and he de. 
termined, diſguſted, to abandon the 

Court, and devote the remainder of his | 
days to retirement.“ i 


„This caſtle was the choſen ſeat of his 


| ſecluſion, and here his chief attention was 
_ direQed to the education of an only ſon, 
the father of the unworthy Adelaide.” 


6 With the honors of an illuſtrious 
| | name, | 
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109 
lame, my father inherited a conſiderable 
patrimony, and at a very early age inter- 
married with the daughter of a veteran 
officer of diſtin Qtion—a young lady of 
exquiſite beauty and accompliſhments— 
but their happineſs was of very tranſitory 
date, the Baroneſs being ſeized with the 
ſmall-pox within a few months after her 
marriage, and notwithſtanding every ef- 
fort was exerted to ſave her, ſhe fell an 
early and lamented victim. 5 
« The unfortunate iſſue of this union, £ 
however, did not diſcourage my father 
from enliſting a ſecond time under the 
bauners of hymen, and I underſtand that 
within a year after the death of his firſt 
lady, he married Adelaide Gt, the 
youngeſt daughter of a neighbouring 
gentleman of fortune ſhe had ſcarcelyx 
attained her ſeventeenth year, but was 
generally eſteemed a girl of fine ſenſes, 
'and polletles : a i ſhare of perforal qualifi- 
cations.“ : 
IF abends poſſeſſions, an n unfaltied 
name, and the homage of the world could 


have enſured happineſs or tranquillity, 


my father might have baſked in the faireſt 
lunſhine of fortune---but the grand eſſen- 
: a 2 
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tials which conſtitute domeſtic harmony 
were wanting the new Baroneſs was 
proud, imperious and impatient of con. 
trol, whilſt my father on his part was hal. 
ty, violent and determined, in ſomuch chat 
the flames of diſcontent were inceſſantly 
kindling, and furniſhing a Perpetual 

ſource of inquietude and torment.” 
Within a year after this ill-propor- 
_ tioned marriage I was horn at an hotel of 
my father's in the city of Caen---and [ 
have too much reaſon to believe that my 
_ unnatural mother conſidered me f rom the 

| firſt a very unwelcome charge,” 
e As the earlier periods of infancy 
| offered nothing remarkable to relate, I 
ſhall paſs them over, until the com- 
mencement of the more important cir- 
cumſtances of my hiſtory at the age of 
eleven years, it was judged expedient 
to remove me from home to a convent 
ol the Benedidtines at Valognes—in this 
monaſtery there is no ſevere and mo- 
roſe auſterity practiſed, nor any of thoſe 
narrow contraGed principles which are 
ſo properly reprobated in religious eſta- 
bliſhments---- the manners of that ſacred | 
ſiſterhood are invariably directed to con- 
| ciliate 
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ciliate the tenets they . BY 
derate, ſocial and diſcreet, their conduct 
is exemplary, and their piety ſincere.” ? 
Within the walls of this ſecluſion 
had the happineſs 1 to cultivate an affec- 


ionate. attachment to a young Engliſh 


lady about the age of eighteen---when in 
perfect health ſhe was extremely beau - 
üful, but ſome ſevere viſitations had 
baniſhed the roſes from her cheeks, and 
the pale lily was only left to indicate the 8 
triumph of affliction. 
The partiality of an ind ulgent parent 
to an only child was manifeſt in my fa- 
ther's conduct towards me, and the beſt 
maſters that our country afforded had been 
provided for my inſtruction, inſomuch 
that amongſt other accompliſhments Thad 


made conſiderable progreſs in the Eng- 


Iſh language---a circumſtance which 
particularly recommended me to my 
amiable companion, and we were wont 
to paſs our hours inſeparably together 
na delightful intercourle of contdence 
and friendſhip,” ?? ?“? 

* Beſides this young lady there w was an 
elderly ſiſter in the ſociety who was a 
native of England. A period of thirty 
years had elapſed ſince ſhe firſt took 

. ſhelter 
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Welter! in this aſylum, and it may an 
very extraordinary when ] relate that the 
language of her country was now entire. 
ly unknown to her®,—Of her ſtory ſhe 


Vas too reſerved ever to give us an op- 


portunity of collecting any other infor 
mation than that her ear ly baniſhmem 
from the world was owing to a difap 
pointment of that nature which folitude 
and piety are beſt calculated to ſoothe- 
and there was invariably a firmnefs, and 
reſignation in her conntenance which 
indeed beſpoke the happy triumph of 
religion!“ 
To this W Linus indebted FR mary 
ſalutary admonitions---the pictures ſhe 
drew of the world at large, and her 
_ repreſentations of its chequered ſcenes, 
impreſſed my mind with a philoſophic 
reEgnation, which, undiſturbed, might 
gave eures me content n ſerenity- 
3 5 
= In paſſing through Valognes, . FER year 
after the Editor became poſſefſed of this many 
ſeript, his curiofity was excited to enquire after this 
lady, and he had actually a converſation of upward) 
of an hour with her at the grate—She corroborated 
this, and ſome other parts of Adelaide's narrative, 
and convinced the Editor of the fact of her having 
really forgot her native language. 
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treat, were * far the e 1 have 
ever known.“ 


In the kb and the kifioey of my 


ſcribe, and nothing could- prevent her 


from beſtowing her affections on an ami- 
able young ſoldier deftined on the Ame- 
rican ſervice, and as if love was ever 
working its own undoing, his regiment 
was at that inſtant- under ſudden orders 
to embark, and our reluQant lover was 


obliged to attend his duty, and leave 


his forlorn Emily to the merey of ber 


offended relations.“ 


Within a year after his a the 
news arrived of his having fallen at the 
on BE Go 25 oe 


173. 
i I feel it but juſtice to declare that the 
wo years I-paſſed in that hallowed re- 


"x 50 2 S 
ride 2 no ON 


ww 


— 2 
- " 2 N mY — __ —_— L * 2 
* " *3 „5 Ja ou F ol == 2 g — Fe $2 


Ba 
* 
, 
7 


4 
3 
* 
* 
"32 


$5 
7 
* 
_ SY 
1 
- N 
£4 
$7.69 
bes 
IA 
7A Is 
* 
7 > 
+» 4M 
2 
2] 
3 
4 4 * 
8 
1 
1 
* 
2 / 
bY 
W 
4 
1; 
1 
7 
+. 
3 
1 
79 
* 
2 
5 
* +; 
4 > 
b 
2 
EY \ 
1 
Rez” 
24 
* 
YN 


beloved Emily, I found that neither beau 
ty, virtue or the moſt engaging accom- 
pliſhments were proof againſt misfortunes 
--ſhe was the only child of an opulent 
family in the Weſt of England, and but 
for too great a ſhare of ſeuſibility which 
expoſed her to the power of the tyrant 
paſſion, ſhe might have flouriſhed happily 
on her native ſoil---but the rebel heart 
will wander from the ſtrict rules which 
euſtom, ceremony, and even duty pre- 
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and this ſhock, added to the unkind and 
_ cruel reproaches of her family, urged the 
lovely mourner to embrace a monaſtic 
life. into our convent ſhe accordingly 
committed herſelf, and at the end of a 


with every mark or chearfulneſs and 
_ compoſure.” 5 


dear girl's ſteady and unſhaken reſigna. 


blingly alive to other ſenſations, now felt 
no ſolace but 1 in ane no hope but in 
futurity.“ 


reſerved in the boſom of fate for her.“ 
One afternoon Emily received a 
_ meſſage importing that a ſtranger, ap- 
parently an Engliſh lady, defired to have 
aninterview withherat the grate---]before 
_ obſerved that the forms of our ſociety 
were by no means ceremoniouſly ſtri, 
and we readily admitted the viſits of 
ſtrangers in a parlor appropriated to the 
Purpoſe, whenever curioſity or any other 
occaſion indu ced them to call; and as the 
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memorable engagement on Bunker's-hill, 


very ſhort probation received the veil 


“Near two years bad eld the 


tion, and her ſoul which had been trem- 


„But a different kind of Key was 


5 nature 
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/ 


nature of this meſſage rather diſconcert- 


ed my friend, and impreſſed her with an 


unpleaſant ſoreboding, I offered to 
attend her to the grate——here we 
found a lady in waiting who appeared to 
be advanced in years, and whoſe coun- 
tenance diſcovered a mixture of agitation 
and anxiety---her converſationat firſt was 
on different matters, but when we had 
relievedourſelvesfrom the embaraſſments 
of the moment, the lady, looking earneſtly 
at Emily, began to condole withgher on 
having taken the veil---a ſtep which ſhe 


ſaid would put it out of the power of {ate 


to diſpenſe what worldly happineſs might 
yet be in ſtore for her. My ſweet friend 
with a ſmile of unaffected complacency 
thanked the ſtranger for her kind wiſhes, | 
and the earneſtueſs with which ſhe ſeem- 
ed to intereſt herſelf in her favor, but aſ- 


ſured her that ſhe had long been in poſ- 


ſeſſion of the only comforts within che 


reach of mortality, and was far from ſup- 


poſing it poſhble that any event in this 
life could make her regret the ſteps ſhe 
had taken---< there are inſtances” return- 
ed the lauy with ſome emotion © of the 
wonderful interpoſition of Providence 1 in 
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the moment when ſhort-fighted mortals 
have had the temerity to deſpair, and 

believe I could produce one which would 
infallibly eſtabliſh my aſſertion”---with. 


out waiting for a reply the lady inſtant- 
ly diſappeared, and almoſt as inſtantly 
returned, leading in a young gentleman 


with only one arm---he was not to be 
reſtrained by formal ceremonies, but 
flying to the grate he caught hold of my 
friend's hand which he kiſſed paſſionate 
ly, and had juſt articulated the word 
Emily,“ when ſhe gave a loud ſhriek, 
and ſunk liſeleſs into my arms. 
Alt required no extraordinary diſcern- 
ment to underſtand the circumſtances of 
this interview, and it will be unneceſſary 
for me to dwell upon a recital which 
fancy can faithfully depicture---let it 
Tuffice that when Emily recovered, and 
had compoſure ſufficient. to exchange a 
few words with her long loſt lover, the 
| ſcene was affecting beyond the PEW of 
deſcription.“ 
*- <<, Ehus diſturbed from. the calm foro 


nity which had weaned her mind from 


every worldly attachment, no wonder 


5 that the tyrant of hey boſom ſtruggled to 
2 retrieve | 
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retrieve his ſuſpended power, and that 
under ſuch circumſtances he e 


in his turn!“ 


« prudenoe however loggelied the ne- 


ceſſity of our putting an end to a meeting 


ſo repugnant to our eſtabliſhed ſyſtem, 


and though we had ſo far managed mat- 


ters with ſuch diſeretion that not a ſen- 
tence had tranſpired in the convent, yet L 
dreaded the conſequences of a diſcovery 
which might every moment be expected. 


The lovers were therefore-perſuaded to 


ſeparate under a mutual engagement of 
meeting the next monie at the ſame 


place.“ 


*3 3 wanthbr my pen Emily . 
began to betray the ſymptoms of regret 


at having too preripitately (as ſhe ex- 
preſſed it) doubted the goodneſs of Pro- 


vidence---and now it was that the calm 
fun-ſhine which religion had ſhed over 
her mind began to Glappear, and care 


and inquietude affailed it. 


Though mutual i impatience EY | 
the progreſs of the lazy hours, the time 
appointed at laſt arrived, and the lovers 


were once more together, ſeparated only 


* R C ˙ 8 
44 2 64> e 2 * * „ Voog ON ** a x 8 — . * 
e fag 


* 0 8 
. 1 DS * . 
* i f 


ot of 


pro nee 2 ts n g 
E222 h ̃ — . —ůqy 71 w — 


to England---nor'was this ſo difficult a 


cual to the accompliſhment of it.“ 


future incidents in my liſe, which were 
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by chat barrier which was meant to divide 
us from the guilty world -- but the fpirit 

of enterprize which the young ſoldier 
poſſeſſed, and which all powerful love 
animated, urged him to inſiſt on Emily's 
availing herſelf of the firſt opportunity 

to abandon the convent, and fly with him 


matter but the artifices of lovers were 


To be brief, in leſs than a week! 
| loſt my beloved friend.---Every prelimi- 
nary was coricerted with ſuch precaution 
that I was not even ſuſpe&ed of being in 
any manner privy to her elopement---her 
lover had a veſſel in readineſs. at Cher- 
| hourg, a ſmall fea-port about five leagues 
from Valognes, from whence they might 
uninterruptedly depart for England.“ 
IT have dwelt thus particularly on the 
: eircumſtanoes of my fair friend's ſtory, 
becauſe it will be found to relate to ſome 


very materially afſecled bene 
ö of her departure.” : 
Deſtitute of my amiable: ee 
ibs ſociety loſt all its attractions, and 
wore a gloom of melancholy that materi- 
S 
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ally depreſſed me; and though I had al- 
moſt reconciled to myſelf the idea of ac 
cepting the veil, and dedicatiug my life 
io the holy ſiſterhood, I felt myſelf ſo diſ- 
turbed in every ſpot where memory re- 
called the dear form of my departed Emi- By 
ly, that I determined to leave it, and ac- 


cordingly wrote to my father for permiſ- 


fon to return home. I mentioned ſome 
of the circumſtances of my friend's ſud. 
den departure, and was ſo happy as toſuc- 
ceed in my requeſt, though in violent op- 


poſitiou to the wiſhes of my unkind mo- 
ther, who was apprehenſive of being de- 


prived of her ſhare of public admiration 
by being ſeen with a daughter who at the 
age of thirteen (for I was but little more) 
appeared almoſt as much of the woman 
as herſelf----and if in this part of my me- 
lancholy narrative I preſume to ſay the 
world pronounced a flattering verdict 
on my form, it will not be imputed to the TE 


vanity, but to the fidelity of my pen.” 


«Yet let me do my father the juſtice 
to declare that the proofs of tenderneſs 
which I invariably received from him 
more than counterbalanced the indif- 


ference of wy mother —1 believe no pa- 
Teng 


1 


q 
15 
6 
-*s 
© 
** 
5 
{| 
<p 
E 
wo 
.-. 
Ki 
= 
_ 
1 
g "I 
+ 
”, 
#4; 
FE! 
8 
a. 
1 
1 
2 
** * 
7 
1 
+* 
+ 
U 


32 1 
P 2 
R 8 er 223 : A 
om Be 1 — 1 r n C « 


180 Av DLEY F ORT ESCUE. 


rent could be more ſincerely intereſted 
in the happineſs of his child, and I truſt 
1 felta grateful ſenſe of the value of his 
affection.“ 
Had my hiſtory terminated at mis 
3 period, had. my career of life, early as it 
was, here been cloſed, I had been happy, 
and the helpleſs innocent who now calls 
me mother, had been ſpared the Ponce 
_ pation of my misfortunes,” “ 
But the main ſprings which lm 
my ruin are yet to be unfolded—and with 
- cqual ſincerity as would be expected be- 
| fore the tribunal of Nevven, ſhall I reveal. 
my every infirmity.“ 
- « Young, ſprightly, ins with an envi- 
able ſhare of beauty, it was not likely that 
I ſhould long paſs unnoticed in the ſupe. 
rior circles of faſhion--and the earlieſt 
propenſities of a female mind are too of- 
ten Mdedded to admiration and to con- 
be « Singled out from a crond of mortifi- 
ed cotemporaries, I was almoſt intoxicat- 
ed with praiſes---ſo laviſh was every 
' rongue in my favor.---My powers were 
extenſi ve, my vanity was gratified, and] 
exultcd i in the eminent ſuperiority I had 
acquired 


_ acquired—withoutgiving myſelf the leaſt 
thought of a preference, I led all my ad- 
mirers in ſilken chaing—till-—2h D'Oſ 
mont, this ſilent drop rolls down my wi- 
dowed cheek, and will not be reſtrained. 


ll-fated youth! unfortunate huſband ! 


what other tribute can the wretched © 
Adelaide pay to thy much loved memo- 


3” 
IF: 


«Raſh, inconſiderate girl! that in 


ſuch an illuſtrious train of devoted ſuit- 


ors couldſt not ſele& one reconcileable 


to the inclinations of an anxious father ! 


then mightſtthou ſecurely ſheltered from 


the ſtorms of life, have enjoyed the bleſ- 
fings of conjugal felicity, and the delici- 


ous ſenſations of ſelf-approbaton—in- 
ſtead of which, unaccountably miſled by 
the deluſive phantom of a romantic ima- 
gination, I was weak enough to believe 
that love always furniſhed difficulties 
only to ſweeten every e en- 


Jjoyment.“ 
Monfieur D'Oſmont was the only ſon 


of a reſpectable private gentleman 1 in 2 

neighbouring province —no part of his 

family, it is true, had been aggrandized 
I 8 the {porous diſtinctions of birth or 


titles, 
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5 titles, but they were all ſufficiently il. 
luſtrious in honor and integrity—unfor. 


tunately, however, an implacable hatred 
which ſubſiſted between our two fathers | 


| had entirely cut off all intercourſe for 
| ſome years, and baffled every hope ofa 
reconciliation— beſides which my o. 
parent ambitiouſly looked forward to a 
| ſon-in-law who might preſent a title to 


his daughter, and I believe D'Oſmont was 


the only one amongſt all my admirers 
who in this reſpect was deficient.” 
Met D'Oſmont was all to me, nor 
could my deluded fancy point out one ſo 
exadly vorreſpondent to my ideas of a | 
lover and a huſband.” _ 
_ «Relying on the influence of that pa- | 
25 ternal affection which I had every reaſon 
10 be fatisfied with, and ill aware of the 
_ dangers I was heedleſsly expoſing myſelf 
to, I ventured one day to exprefs myſelf 
to my father as particularly pleaſed with 
| ſome partial attentions Monſieur D'Of- 


mont had honored me with, and with a 


| fignificant glance, which too palpably 
| betrayed my meaning, I aſked him if the 
younger D'Ofmont was reſponſible for 
the errors of his fire—in an vinſtant my fa- 
ther 
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1 reddened with indignation, and with 
violent imprecations wiſhed every curſe 
of heaven on my head if I ever dared to 
mention the ſubject again——Ah, my 
God! it was then I firſt felt the graſp of 


the infidious little tyrant, nor till that 


moment was I aware of the power he had 
over me; and yet had I conſidered the 
| probable conſequences of a blind perſe- 
verance in my indiſereet attachment, 
from what T have ſince felt, Iam conv ine- 


ed it might have been overcome.“ 


My lever was on a viſit at a neigh- 5 


| bouring gentleman” s withwhom my father 


was in common habits of intimacy---but 


the conttlvances which D*Oſmont from 


day to day ſet on foot to facilitate ihe 
5 means of our privately * meeting, were 
ſuch as afforded us too eaſy opportunities 


to cultivate the fatal intercourſe.“ 


ne infatuated with a paſſion which 5 
was every day acquiring ſtrength, only to 
operate to our undoing, we incautiouſly 
enjoyed the preſent moment, giddily in- 


different to the future, and inſenſible of 


the evils which were ſure to await it.“ 


I ] was then upwards of fifteen, and 


my father had invited the young Count 
= TOY a 
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1 Lana to paſs a few woeks at the. 
_ caſtle.” 5 


«] am free to eee 3 the 


i perſon of this gentleman was extremely | 
engaging, and his manners elegant and 
accompliſhed, nor do I conceive that a_ 


reaſon could exiſt for my refuſing his 
hand but a previous, ſurrender (as ] 


thought) of my affeQions---n a very ear- 


ly ſtage of his advances I diſcovered a 


generoſity and diſintereſtedneſs of ſenti- 
ment in him from which I drew ſome 
comfortable preſages, and one day when 
he had frankly declared himſelf, and I 
conceived it a favorable opportunity for 
an explanation, I ingenuouſly related to 
him my attachment to D'Oſmont---and 
with ſtreaming eyes appealed to his honor, 


to his humanity.---The Count pauſed--- 


and Iwas alittle diſappointed to find 
that though his notions of honor were de- 
licate, and his ſentiments ſuitably refined, 
yet he ſeemed rather inclined to think 


there were more of the romantic flights of 


fancy than reality in my ſtory, and whilſt 


be liſtened tome with reſpectful attention 


it vas evident that he was mortified with 
the uy Nel intelligence —at the ſame 


time 


AUDLEY FORTESCUE, 18. 


tine he obſerved that as the chief motive 


of his viſit to the caſtle was to promote my 


happineſs, if it had fortunately been in 
tis power, and which he owned he had 
flattered himſelf would have been the 
caſe, as my father, the Baron, had aſſured 
him I was perfectly diſengaged, yet the 


regard he owed to his own happineſs, 


independent of mine, would certainly be 
a ſecurity for me that no reſtraint ſhould 
with Ag conſent be yr upon my incli- ; 


nations.“ Ps: 


JL was diſſatisfied with this cool and 
ambiguous mode of expreſſion, and retir- 


ed ſilent and ſullen to my apartment.” 


It ſeemed there were circumſtances 
reſpecting a contiguity of eſtates which. 
would have made a match between me 
and the Count peculiarly convenient, and 
my father had for ſome time been earneſt- 
ly labouring to accompliſh it, ſo that the 
arrival of the young gentleman at ſo op- 
portune a criſis was highly flattering to 
the Baron—judge then of the effect pro- 
duced by the Count's ſoon after inform- 
ing my father with ſome emotion, that as 5 
he had under bis immediate auſpices 
alpired to the honor of being his ſon- in- 


law, he had 88 declared himſelf to that 


effect 
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.. he correſpondence ſhe promiſed to en- 


186 AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 
effect to the young lady, but was very 
much chagrined to find that ſhe * nat 
a heart to beſtow on him. 
The firſt emotions reſulting from the 
| jealouſy of tenacious honor had ſcarcely 
| ſubſided when my father ſent for me into 
his library, and the ſtorm (which I had 
long dreaded,) began to burſt upon me 
my irritated parent would hardly believe 
| that I had had the temerity to refuſe the 
Count, and choaking with choler began 
to interrogate me with ſeverity, but when 
he found from my prevarications that 
there were too 1 ure grounds for the ac- 
cuſation, he tore away from me with in- 

creaſed indignation, and ſwore I ſhould 

| bitterly repent my diſobedience.” 
_ © Peſtitute of one friend to whom ! 
could with confidence unboſom myſelf 
and ſve for counſel (for with real regret [ 
muſt here obſerve that my favorite friend 
Emily had forgot me, or ſome ſtrange fa- 
tality had occaſioned an interception to 


ter into with me, and in the hurry and 
confuſion which attended her eſcape from 
the convent I had neglected to deſire her 


to leave me an addreſs to England where 
1 could 


ABEL #65 bc as 


I could have wrote to her) and diſtracted 
with the moſt dreadful apprehenſions on 


every ſide, 1 ſaw it impoſſible to contend 


with any hope of ſucceſs, againſt ſuch _ 


formidable oppoſition----yet the cruelty 


of my mother at this criſis, who ſecretly 
enjoyed my diftreſs and perplexity, and 
who ſtrove by every unkind repreſenta- 
tion to inflame my father ſtill more and 
more againſt me, determined me to per- 
ſevere to thwart her, let what would be 


the conſequence.” 
« At length a judicia ry bunu was 
ſummoned eompoſed of my father, my mo- 


ther and the Count, where the trembling 
Adelaide was to undergo a formal trial, 
and receive a ſentence proportionate to 
her crime. In my father's countenance 
anxiety and anger fluſhed alternately— | 


my mother was all imperiouſnefs and dif- 


dain--but the Count with encouraging 
| benignity and conciliatory mildneſs ſeem- 


ed engaged as my voluntary advocate.“ 


Jour own good ſenſe, MiſsD'A—y,” ſaid 
he, “will furely ſuggeſt to you the impro-—- 
© priety of perſevering in a raſh and im- 


40 prudent attachment for raſh and im- 
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effect to the young lady, but was very 
much chagrined to find that ſhe had nat 
2 heart to beſtow on him. 

The firſt emotions reſulting from the 

jealouſy of tenacious honor had ſcarcely 


ſubſided when my father ſent for me into 


his library, and the ſtorm (which I had 


long dreaded,) began to burſt upon me— 


my irritated parent would hardly believe 
that I had had the temerity to refuſe the 
Count, and choaking with choler began 
to interrogate me with ſeverity, but when 


he found from my prevarications -that 


there were too ſure grounds for the ac- 
cuſation, he tore away from me with in- 


creaſed indignation, and ſwore I ſhould 


_ bitterly repent my diſobedience.” 


6 Deſtitute of one friend to whom | 


could with confidence unboſom myſelf 
and ſue for counſel (for with real regret I 
muſt here obſerve that my favorite friend 
Emily had forgot me, or ſome ſtrange fa- 
tality had occaſioned an interception to 
the correſpondence ſhe promiſed to en- 
ter into wich me, and in the hurry and 
confuſion which attended her eſcape from 
the con vent I had neglected to deſire her 
to leave me an vaddreſs to England where 
5 1 — : 
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1 could have wrote to her) and diſtracted 
with the moſt dreadful apprehenſions on 
every ſide, I ſaw it impoſſible to contend 
with any hope of ſucceſs, againſt ſuch 
formidable oppoſition----yet the cruelty 
of my mother at this crifis, who ſecretly 
enjoyed my diftreſs and perplexity, and 
who ſtrove by every unkind repreſenta- 

tion to inflame my father ſtill more and 
more againſt me, determined me to per- 
ſevere to thwart her, let what would be 
the conſequence.” 
At length a judiciary teibinial was 
ſummoned compoſed of my father, my mo- 
| ther and the Count, where the trembling 
Adelaide was to undergo a formal trial, 
and receive a ſentence proportionate to _ 


her crime. In my father's countenance = 


_ anxiety and anger fluſhed alternately— 
my mother was all imperiouſnefs and dif- 
 dain--but the Count with encouraging 
benignity and conciliatory mildneſs ſeem- 
ed engaged as my voluntary advocate.“ 
_ * Yourown good ſenſe, MiſsD'A—y,” ſaid 
he, * will furely ſuggeſt to you the impro- 
© priety of perſevering in a raſh and im- 
* prudent attachment—for raſh and im- 


» prudent that ſeems to be which threat-⸗ 
ens 
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ens to involve ſo many in miſchief and 


„ confuſion for myſelf, if I am not ſo 
© happy as to deſerve your eſteem, per- 
mit me to pledge myſelf in the preſence 
of your worthy father that I will on no 


account ſuffer you to be inconvenienced 


« for my ſake—but for your own ſake, as 


well as thoſe who are intereſted in your 
* felicity, „let not the miſtaken influ-- 
© enceof an early prejudice hurry you 
into errors, fatal to the peace of your 
«family and friends---you are yet very 
« young, and the period of a twelvemonth 
may mature your. ſentiments, and ena- 
ble you to ſubdue a paſſion, or rather a 
_ <predileQion which ſeems at preſent to 


% have too much. dominion over. you. 


with the permiſſion therefore of the Ba- 


* ron; your father, we will ſuſpend the 


e propoſed-union till the expiration of a 


d year, and in the mean time I ſhall ſo- 
__ * lace myſelf with the hope of obtaining 
bat chat period your chearful and cor- 
dial ſuffrages.” 
I felt grateful for this. 3 ö 
relief which I contemplated for the mo- 
ment as a comfortable reſpite from fur- 
cher perſecution, aud was about to reply, 


and 


1 


AUVDLEY FOR TESCUE. 1% 
and aſſure the Count of my ready acquieſ- 
cence, when my father inſtantly interfer- 
ing, addreffed the young gentleman with 
an half-indignant ſmile, and making a 
profound obeifance, began to thank him 
in a ſtyle of polite irony for the honor 
he propoſed his family, and at the ſame 
time for the convenient opportunity his 
daughter's abſurdities had afforded him 
of foregoing it---then turning to me he 
enquired if too was prepared wih a 
ſpeech, becauſe he ſaid I might be aſſur- 
ed that every poſhble attention ſhould be 
given to it.“ . 
„ Summoning up all my . . 
| appealed io the juſtice of my father to de- 
termine if this was not the firſt and only 
act of mine that could be conſtrued into 
diſobedience---and as ſuch I might reaſon- 
ably expect it would admit of indulgence 
I owned the merits and accompliſh- 
ments of the Count, and declared that if 
I had not unfortunately (perhaps indiſ- 
creetly) ſuffered my affections to have 
been directed to another, I ſhould have 
_ conſidered it an honor to have accepted 
his hand- but that as I had in this inſtance 
ommmted malt, I was willing to-cloſe 
| with 
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4 With the Count's propoſal of a year's ſul- | in 
NF _ penſion, during which I wouldendeavour Hes 
4 | to forſake an attachment ſo repugnant to af 
4 my father's wiſhes, and try to do Juſtice fo 
do the lover he recommended.“ Te 
*- «T ought to bluſh to declare that this ſa 
4 was no other than an act of diſſimulation ol 
b and duplicity entirely calculated to de. te 
3 _ ceive them all, ſince it was foreign to my cf 
; bp intentions at the moment to receive any in 
43 other for my huſband than D'Oſmont.” . 


__ « WhenlT had finiſhed, my father ſud- | p 
denly ſoftened the ſeverity of his aſpect, 
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and deſiring the Count, to excuſe us, he u 
: withdrew with me into an inner apart- re 
ment. 5 h 
"A ſcene now enſued which overcame n 
me, and in ſpite of every oppoſition, t; 
filial affeion Mey e over 
8 n 
« Piſſolving i into a rad of tende rneſs e 
and tears the Baron fell at my feet, at the t 
Feet of his unworthy daughter, and con- 1 
Jjured me by the remembrance of every f 
| vaſt endcarment to conſent to an imme- t. 
diate marriage with the Count, proteſting Ml y 
that the chief comſort of his declining MF » 
years e open it, and if I would 
indulge N 


.- 3% : 
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indulge him in this reſpect, I ſhould find f 


every return that my utmoſt wiſhes could | 5 
aſpire toit was not therefore that fame, 
fortune, and ſplendor were within my 
reach, but I ſhould enjoy the ſupreme 
ſatisfaction of having brightened the cloſe 
ofa parent's life it was enough—the 
tears of a much loved father were more 
effectual than a world of menaces—I fell 
into his embraces with melting tender- 
neſs, and unreſervedly told him to dif- 
poſe of me as he pleaſed. 366 
He was not flow in communicating 
the news of his victory to the Count, who 
received it J dare ſay with pleaſure, and 
having afterwards had a ſolemn confir- 
mation from my own lips, they began to 
talk of preparations for the nupuals.” 
On the evening of the next day I ſaw 
my unhappy D'Oſmont, and that fatal 


evening undid us all---I frankly declared 


the ſituation of affairs within the caſtle — 
I urged, I conjured him to ſeparate the 
friend from the lover, and adviſe me how 
to act in fo alarming a perplexity---this h 
was a new leſſon for which the poor youth 
Vas but ill prepared---he looked piteouſ- 
ly at me, and preſſing my trembling hand 
to his agitated boſom when he could 
command 
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command himſelf ſufficiently to ſpeak, 

he demanded if the heart of Adelaide 

was of ſuch little value as not to deſerve 
_ a ſtruggle at leaſt to poſſeſs it.“ Mi. 
fortune.“ ſaid he, may for a time che. 
quer my deſtiny, and I will ſubmit to it 
as a common calamity, but never, never 
| ſhall D'Oſmont's lips be profaned with 
the utterance of a ſentence foreign to his 
heart—if I ever conſent to relimquiſh 
the claim which my Adelaide has given 
me, may heaven abandon me to the bit 
tereſt of ills---were my life to be the in- 
ſtant forfeit of this declaration I am pre- 
pared to ſurrender it, nor think 1t more 
than a tribute juſtly due to a pales 
which I glory in.” 


e Abd; my. God, had 1 PP EEE 2. 


voided that meeting, I had eſcaped the 
fatal contagion which was then too ſure 
of ſpreading itſelf---and poſſibly time 
and abſence might have yielded a re- 
medy---now the wounds of love were 


torn openafreſh, and every proſped of | 


a cure was completely baffled.” 


<«*Fre I parted with D'Oſmont I was 


imprudent enough to conſent to ſnatch 
_ the firſt opportunity to marry him pri- 


vately, and in order to accompliſh this 
N 
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deſ perate point I was neceſſitated to prac- 
tice the arts of diſſimulation at home as 
adroitly as poſſible, and I fucceeded ſo 
well that I had ſeveral interviews with 
my favoured lover without the leaſt ſhade g 
of ſuſpicion from my family.“ | 
But whether at laſt my mother had . 
any doubts of the ſincerity of my ſeem- 
ing acquieſcence, and fancied from my 
ſteady compoſure that I was meditating 
miſchief, I know not, but I found a pert 
little page (whom J could never bear) 
| employed as a ſpy over me, and one e- 
vening when I was about to repeat m 
uſual ramble to a particular part of the 
gardens of the caſtle (from whence being 
unattended, I was wont to ſteal out ata 
gate T had obtained a private key of) 
I found myſelf haunted by the boy, nor 
could all iny contrivances induce him 
do leave me, and I was at laſt obliged to 
return home ſorely wounded vs the * wats ; 
appointment.“ * 
*The next morning whilt I was pre- 
paring to attend the family at breakfaſt, I 
received a meſſage from my father, figni- 
Fring that I muſt confider myſelf a-priſo- * 
ner in my chamber, from whence Tſhould 
not be Permitted to ſtir out on any pre- 
bs | tence, 
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- tence whatſoever chat the duplieity 


had been mean enough to conduct my- 


ſelf with, in order to effect an elopement, 


was too ſhallow not to be ſeen. through, 
and that my father was determined to be 


ſpared any farther trouble or anxiety on 
my account, by inſiſting on my nuptials 


with the ! oy DEG the next 


evenings: | 
- 38:0 this 3 1 returned no an- 
1085 but ſat i in ſullen hlence —— 


my fate.” 4 


Towards the afternoon my Father 


r eee to viſit me, and after hav- 
ing ſeverely reproached me for depart 
ing from the promiſe I had with ſuch 
ſeeming fincerity given to him, he de- 
manded if I was prepared to marry the 
Count, or if J meant by any farther 
frivolous excuſes to convince him that 
Adelaide D' A——y was unworthy the 
race from Shaitce ſhe ſprung-guilt, con- 
ſcious guilt diſarmed me, and left no juſ- 
tification in my power I felt myſelf a- 
baſhed aud humbled, nor did I heſitate 


n the haſty impulſe of the moment, over- 


powered with ſhame and conſciouſnels, 
| to tell him that I was prepared to ſur- 
render myſelf wholly and immediately 


aL” ESD: «My 
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cc My father; interpreting my embar- 
raſſment to a contrary cauſe, now began to 
believe that he had injured me by his 
ſuſpicions, and folding me to his heart he 
called me once more his beloved Ow. 
ter.” oy | 
n ſhort the next day was | Bxed on 
ſor my marriage with the Count, and 1 
had not power to beſtow a thought on 
D'Oſmorſt, to whom my faith had been 
ſo recently plighted.“ 

«At the hour appolaced I was con- 
ducted by my father into a ſaloon in the 
caſtle where the ceremony was perform- 
ed - yet ſtrange as it may ſeem, whether 
adelirium ſeized me, which rendered me 
entirely inſenfible, or how it happened I 
know not, but I recollected nothing of 
what paſſed after I came into the preſence 
of the prieſt—1 ſaw the awful preparati - 
on, and in an inſtant my every faculty 

was arreſted, aud every ſenſe ſuſpend- 25 
r 1 5 5 
„From this ſtupor 1 was however 

arouſed By an incident of a very ſerious : 
nature.“ 


«I had been 3 to my chamber 
- ee was undreſſed, expecting 
the arrival df my huſband, when 1 heard 
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on a ſudden a general buſtle and confu- 
fion in the lower rooms of the caſtle—the 
| bells were ringing from ſeveral quarters, 
and the ſervants were running about in 
violent diſorder---I had juſt rang for 
one of my own domeſtics in order to 
learn the cauſe, when my father ruſhed 
into my chamber, and brought me in- 
telligence that my huſband was expiring 

he had burſt a blood veſſel in a fit of 
coughing occaſioned by a fly getting 
down his throat in a glaſs of wine, and 

his laſt moments were haſtilyadvancing,” 
_ « Notwithſtanding all the circum- 
ſtances under which I had been deluded 
into this marriage, I could not help being 
affected at an event ſo awful, and having 
| haſtily ſlipt on a Robe de Chambre, I went 

down, juſt in time, to witneſs the diſſo- 
| lution of a very amiable young man---he 
was juſt able to embrace me, but the 
powers of language were denied him--- 

his eyes were ſunk, and a livid paleneſs 


had overſpread his countenance, nor was 


it long before the grim tyrant left him 
lifeleſs 1 in my arms.” = 01 


« The news of the count 8 marriage, 


and his death reached my D'Oſmont at 


the 
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the ſame moment, and he fancied (poor 
miſtaken youth!) that the hand of Pro- 
vidence was held out purpoſely to reſ- 


eue me from the fatal faerifice.“ 


 *« Our houſe was immediately arrayed 5 
in ſables, and every mark of reſpect 
| hewn to the ea of the vnfortunate 


bridegroom.” 
This change in our 1 affairs 


produced one eſſect favourable to me- 
/ prompt obedience to my father's will 
in marrying the Count, had reſtored me 
to almoſt full poſſeſſion of his confidence, 
and doubt and miſtruſt between us be- 
ing now at an end, I was perfectly free 
from every kind of reſtraint, and ſuffer 


ed to do as I pleaſed.” 


ee The firſt uſe I made of my liberty 
vas to enquire after D'Oſmonr, and I was 
particularly ſatisfied when I learnt that he 
had taken the diſcreet meafure of cauſing 
i to de reported that ia conſequence of 


my marriage with the Count C— he 
was about to return home, and . ever 


| abandon that part of the country, and this 
Vas propagated ſo induſtriouſly that it 


was generally concluded he was gone 


my father had no other idea---but D'Oſ- 
| Kay 3 mont, 
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mont, accompanied by a truſty ſervant 
had aſſumed the habits and the manners 


of a peaſant, and lived concealed in a 


ſolitary farm-houſe, on the ſkirt of a 
wood about half a league from the caſtle 


this farm belonged to the ſon of our 


„ 


gardener, whoſe good öſfices D'Oſmont 


had the addreſs to ſecure, ſo that I ſoon 


became acquainted with the place of his 
retreat, and being perfect miſtreſs of my 
own purſuits, T uſed to meet him almoſt 
every evening, free run interruption 


and from ſuſpicion.” 


Some law affairs, of importancet to 
my ſather, now required his preſence at 


the city of Caen, and as my mother in- 


| tended to accompany him, the Baron 
very affectionately propoſed taking me 
of the party, but my mother feemed un- 
willing to urge the matter, and I found 


no ſort of difficulty in declining it.” 


How ſtrangely circumſtances. and 
events ſometimes conſpire to lead us in- 


to danger - D'Oſmont had now every 


thing 1 in his favor, and failed not to inſiſt 
on my performing the promiſe which 
had ever animated him, and on which he 


had ever implicitly depended-—1n ſhort 
, within 


_—_ a tt 
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wks xa week we were aQually mar- 
ried, and fate was more zufpfeious to 


his nuptials than to the Count's.“ 
„The chamber. where I ſlept was ſitu- 


ated at the extremity of an half- circular 


gallery had given it a preference on 


account of the proſpect it commanded 
over the garden there was no private 
apartment near it excepting a room which 
vVvas occupied by an old female domeſtic, 
whom I had ſecured into my confidence 
Ahe views from the windows were in⸗ 
o thoſe parts of the gardens which were 
feldom viſited by the family=A very 
high wall encloſed them, and they were 
curiouſly concealed from the more fre- 
quented walks by a clump of thick yew- 
trees which ſhaded one of my windows — 
from this place, aided by the faithful 
_ gardener, my huſband found means o 
gain acceſs to my chamber every even- 
ing, and for a period of ſeven weeks our £Z g 


s intercourſe continued.” 


An intercourſe, however. which was 
founded on ſuch a ſacrifice of duty and 
prudence, and ſo clandeſtinely ſupport- 


ed, could not promiſe much permanent or 


ſubſtamial happineſs—and the little allay : 
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which reflexion i is fare to furniſh on oe 
caſions of this nature, is more exquiſitely 
painful than any enperary 8 


can counter- balance.“ 


If the deluſions of an ungovernable ; 
paſſion bad hitherto chafed away every 
| lenfe of my errors, the fatal period of 
__ conviction was haſtily approaching—my 
father's return to the caſtle arouſed eve- 
ry lumbering faculty, and I foreſaw, | 
_ with horror, the moment of recrimina - 


tion.“ 


« But the death of ay . ſoon 
after their arrival gave another cotour to 
the complexion, of my affairs—a ſurfeit 


eaught at an aſſembly in the city hurried 


on her diſſolution, at the age of thirty- 
_ three; and though my father bad little 
_ reaſon to mourn her loſs, yet I muſt do 
him the juſtice to fay he manifeſted a 


very decent regret on the occaſion. 


„When time had a little reconciled 

5 him to the event, I had the happineſs to 

find bis affection towards me ſtrengthen- 
ed if not redoubled— alas, my guilty 
bannt but ill me rited A= increaſed kind- . 


neſs.” | 


 * Although | 
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« Although I had every reaſon to be 


ſatisfied with the repeated proof of ten- 
derneſs and attention which a fon 4 * 


ther ſeemed to take delight in ſhewing 
to his unworthy child, yet they were pro- 
ductive of further embarraſſments to me 


by exciting his deſires to ſee me happily 
married, and it was not long before ano- 
ther match was on the carpet, which ab- 
ſolutely received my father's ſandtion 
before I had ever heard of, much more 


beheld my admirer.” _ 
„The gentleman who was os a can 


didate for my heart was the venerable 


Marduis of L——ne—his age did not 


exceed ſixty-five, although at a firſt view 
of him, there could be no ſort of danger 
in pronouncing him four ſcore at leaft--- 

when my father propoſed this antiquated 
ſaitor to me, and hinted that the diſparity 
of years Was quite an unimportant object, | 
treated the ſubject with every degree of 
levity, and challenged my father's good 
ſenſe to determine if it was poſſible for 

me to think him ſ erious---but the glitter» | 
ing idea of a title prevailed over every 
ws, and I had my father's mild, 
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: paratory, I came to a reſolution to ſeize 
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but at the ſame time, expreſs commands 
to conſider the e as my deſtined 


wy huſb and. * 


Some ſymptoms, however, now be⸗ 
gan to appear which bade fair to diſcover 
the fatal ſecret—and as I dreaded leſs the 
_ effe&s of an open ingenuous, confeſſion in 
time, than a detection, ſudden and unpre- 


thefirſt opportunity to diſcloſe my ſitua 
tion to my father—and finding him one 

afternoon in a temper remarkably com: 
| Placent and kind, I began to venture 
hint, and ſhould preſently have proceed. 
ed to the ſequel but for the interrupt. 
on of ſome company who were at the 
inftant announced.—At night thereforc 
when] retired to my chamber I ſat down 
and wrote the following letter, which! 
left on the table in his ſtudy the next 
85 morning z after breakfall.” " N 


. - 


SO TT TK 


Be bets, T0 THE BARON D . 
5 
V V. HAT dreadful e agl- 


tate the boſom of the trembling Ade- 
laide, 
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laide, whilſt ſhe thus ventures into the 


_ preſence of an offended father! yet her 
trembling heart muſt unload itſelf and 


| ſue to be forgiven.—Ab, Sir, does that 
FT paternal look, that affectionate alpect bid 
me hope for compaſſion, or is it only an 
illuſion of fancy that leads me into error, 


and will bewilder me in deſpair.” 
« You will not—my honored father 
will not forget with what prompt. obe- 


dience I yielded 1 to his will, and conſent- 


ed to a marriage with the Count after 
having made that ſacrifice—(a ſacrifice 
I muſt call it, for I loved him not) did 


my duty demand more—did my obliga- 
tions, great as they undoubtedly are to 
ſuch a father, require that I ſhould ſor 


ever afterwards be deprived the power 


of making an election of my own?—T 


was a virgin-wiſe, and a virgin-widow — 


heaven ſeemed not to approve my mar- 
riage with the Count—heaven had wit- 


neſſed my plighted faith, and approved 


of him to whom I had betrothed myſelf— 
yes, my father, fate had decreed it, and 
oppoſition was in vain—it favored and 
_ facilitated every meaſare to accompliſh 
it—it bas even favored it to this moment, 


aud 
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and now gives me power to tell you that 


| Thave been more than three months the 
wife of Monfieur D'Oſmont.” 
If this is a fault which paſt tears of 


| renderneſsand affeQion cannot do away 


Eif you determine to ſhut the door of 
| Parental pity, and will renounce me 


am loſt we are both loſt----ah heaven 


forbid—you know the family of my 
D' Oſmont, and that but for a fatal miſun- 
derſtanding the ſacred bond of friendſhip 
between you had yet been undiſturbed--. 
but if the father has offended, is the fon 
therefore criminal ?---how repugnant, my 


deareſt Sir, is this to thoſe liberal prin- 


eiples which you frove to inculeate into 
my infant mind? how cordially have 
you admired and applauded refined 

berality in others. Oh be yourſelf, 


my father be the bleſſed MONUMENT « of 


Fkt goodneſs! 
4 You expected me to marry che Mar- 


quiz-—you know it is now impoſſible---- 
what is to become of your Adelaide 
my health ſuſſers-my mind is torn to 

pieces, and more than the liſa of Jour 


1 nw e * her exiſlence.” 


LES aa DA. bY wie 


3 * My | 
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„My buſband trembles at the eonſe- 


quences of this diſcovery. though firm 
in the conſciouſneſs of inviolable integri- 
ty, and aQuated by every motive of the 
moſt exalted honor, he cannot help 
' dreading your diſpleaſure, and ſuing 
wich his Adelaide on her knees---on his 
knees. ſor your proteQion---for pity to- 
wards your been daughter. 
Ou u r Farmers” 


45 1 TEE dreadful 1 af] pence that 1 felt 
in thei intervening hours till dinner, can- 
not be deſcribed—-I kept cloſe to my 


chamber, and fancied every foot that. 


approached towards me was my father's. 


T- but 1 faw him not—at laſt the dinner 


bell rang---I got up to walk but my en- 
feebled limbs gave way, and I ſunk. in- 
econd time---all 
was filent-----at length] a ſervant came 
afſed the door of 
my chamber---I opened it and called to 
him“ Was my father come in to din- 
ner,”---the ſervant was uninformed but 3 
would enquire---he came back the ga- 

| PR 99 m 


to a chair--it rang a 


round the gallery but 
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ron had not been ſeen ſince the morning, 
L when he went out with the Marquis, and 
left no directions whatever.“ | 
Hut this ambiguous calm ſoon began 
to give way to ſymptoms of a gathering 
' tempeſt---the gardener, our friend, was 
diſcharged---my faithful domeſtic at the 
inſtant brought me a letter from him—it 
Was as e 


5 8 3 2 | 
« THE Baron, your father, 525 dil- 
* miſſed me after a ſervice of fifty-four 
„years in the family, and at this age! 
am caſt off upon the wide world---but 
„God will ſtrengthen and protect me---. 
all I ſear is for you---I am informed 
« ſome ſad doings were in the lane about 
two hours fince--- blood has been ſpilt, 
„ and I am terribly afraid of miſchief--- 
I hope you know Monbeus D 'Oſmout 
© 18 ſafe: 
+ +46 Your faithful old ſervant, 1 
8 P. Renovux.” 


=— 4 5 


THE caſtle bell ſtruck five, and 1 
remained uninterrupted in my apart- 
| ment 
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ment- at laſt a meffenger arrived with a 
mandate from my father for me to attend 
him inſtantly in che faloon---the criſis of 
my fate was now haſtening on, and I 
miſt ſupport it with becoming ruck 
- with tottering limbs I ventured into 
the preſeuce of my father---the Marquis 
ſat by his ſide--my father turned away 
; his face, but it was to hide a drop that 
rolled down his manly cheek --I ſaw his 
emotion, and ſunk on the floor---the Mar- 
quis raiſed me up, and tenderly con jur- 
ed me to be compoſed---my father ſpol-e 
Adelaide, the means of my forgive- 

neſs are within your reach.“ -I looked 
at him, and in an inſtant was locked Withe.- 
in bis arms=--I kiſſed his dear cheeks : 
moiſtened with tears that fell for the dif. 
' obedience of his only child---<* Oh my 
father, tell me how to obtain it, and in 
the face of heaven I ſwear never more 
ſhall Adelaide offend.” ---<< Your youth 
and inexperience,” returned my father, 
_ «will excuſe you for having been a dupe 
to the artifices of a deſigning villain.”.... 
| Hitrembled and turned afide---*and there 
ſeems,” continued he, “ a fataliiy in your 
925 | marriages 
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marriages which I own I ſhould not con- 


ſider any kind of recommendation of you 


myſelf. although my friend may be leſs 
ſluperſtitious--au accident, however, it 
eertaiuly was that deprived a worthy man 
of life, but the juſt reſentment of an in- 
jured father has ſent a ſcoundrel to his 
grave---you muſt reſume your ſable ha- 
biliments, Ade laide, for this morning 
made you a ſecond time a widow---you - 
> would have iuſtructed your adventurous 
hero that oppoſition to my arm in a quſt 


cauſe was DEATH=-be had n not his leſſon 
and he ELL.” 


_ «4 Indignation and rage, the rl vio- 
lent attendants on deſpair, had now near- 
lx hurried me beyond every bound of 
_ reaſon or diſeretion--yet I pauſed fora 
moment and what, Sir, are the condi- 
tions you hold out to me to expe your 


favor upon?“ -“ thoſe, child,” returned 
my facher“ theye i is the hand af a man 


ol honor ready to ſuatch you from per- 


dition, and to reſtore you to my love” — 


«then, Sir, I will embrace perdition--- 
I will renounce you and your Jlove-- 
ſatisfied that I ought to deſpiſe a parent 

Who, not content with having baſely 


mu rdered 


» $4 


= 5 


r a a a. — 
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; murdered the huſband of his daughter, 


0 ts ns . 


ſeeks to agg ra vate his guilt by inſults 
indecent and unmanly.---If D'Oſmont 
is loſt to me, Tam loft to you and to the 


world, nor has life one endearment leſt 


take then, Sir, your proffered pardon, 
your unworthy love, and let poor Ade- 
aide fooner become an outcaſt on the 
world, friendleſs and forlorn, than fully 
the dignity of her foul by another con- 
 deſcenſion”---I ſpoke this in a tone ſo 


firm and haughty, that my father irritate 


ed beyond himſelf, ſtruck me a blaw on 
| the fide of my face, and 1 fell ſepielely 

on the ground,” 
« When I recovered I found myſelf 
in my own apartment.” 
And now miefortune was pouring 
all its bitterneſs upon me at onee- the 
next morning I had another letter frem 
the gardener informing me that my huſ- 


| band and my father met the preceding 


day about noon in the lane, and though 
diſguifed as a peaſant, the Baran knew 
D'Oſmont, and faſtened on him- the 
arm of my huſband was for a while re- 
ſtrained from aſſa n the parent of his 


Adelaide, 


| p 
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Adelaide, and hilft he pauſed with 2 
hope of remonſtrating with him, he re— 
_ ceived the ſword of the other in his left 
| breaſt which penetrated to his heart, and 

he fell lifeleſs at t he feet of his anla- 


goniſt.“ 
Ah my God, 101 . melancholy 


detail with apparent compoſure, but how 
ſhall I ever be able to de ſcribe what [ 
felt on the occaſion ?” 3 85 5 
<« I was preſently ſeized with a fit of 
illneſs which brought on a delirium, and 
it was wonderful that more ſerious con. 


fequences did not enſue, as the fall had 


hurt me a good deal---but, it was the will 
of heaven that I ſhould ſurvive all theſe 
calamities.“ 
« Health and a good conſtitution - tri- 
umphing over my diſorder, in about four 
weeks I was on the eve of a perfeQ reſto- 
ration as to bodily health---were I to 
endeavour to explain the torments of my 
mind, or how anxiouſly I prayed in my 
intervals of reaſon to be relieved, I 
ſhould never find language for the pur- 
poſe - moſt fervently and repeatedly did 
2 implore for death--but the error of 
| Adiſobedi- 
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ditobedience was not yet ſufficic ently 


. 15 


One evening I was taking a Kttle air 


mn - the front garden of the caſtle, and as 


the day had been uncommoaly ſultry, 


the ſhelter from the trees afforded a com- 


fortable ſhade, and ſuited the ſtate of my 
_ melancholy mind---muſing © on my mis 


fortunes JLlengthened my walk until the 


evening breezes gathered ſtrength, and 


ruffling my garments gave me notice it 
Vas time to retire=- had a {mall lawn 


to croſs to get to the garden gate whiclr 

was oppoſite, and was juſt paſſing through 

when a ſervant came up, and informed 
me my father deſired to ſpeak with me 
at the eaſt-portico of the caſtle, from 
whence there is a viſto formed of full- 
grown poplars which lenzthens to the 


main road — although I wound red at ſuch 


a meſſage, not having ſeen or heard any 
thing of my father ſince my illneſs, 


I yet thought it my duty to comply, 
and I walked flowly onwards—turaing 


the firſt corner I ſaw a chaiſe and horles, 


from which two men ſuddenly jumped, 


and Tuſhivg upon me hurried me 
unto: 


|» 
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into tho carriage---1 was no erwies 
prepared for travelling than having a 
morning dreſs and a calaſh on, notwich- 
ſtanding which, they ordered the driver 
tg proceed as faſt as poſſible—fatigued 
and frightened ! fainted away, and when 
my companions had recovered me, they 


very reſpectfully intreated me not to 


give way to any apprehenſious of perſo- 
nal danger or inſult from tom, as they 


had the Baron's authority in writing, 


which they could produce, for what they 


Were doing.“ 


e oavelied all night with: amazing 
velocity, ſeldom ſtopping above a few 
minutes at the inns, wlere relays had 


been provided at the accuſtomed ſtages 


a few hours befarehand.“ 


At the dawn of day we reached 
Dieppe, and on alighting from the carri- 


age I was uſhered into the chamber of 


one of the hotels there, and a letter de- 


livered to me from my father, af which 


; che following i isa ns {a 


.* ., © I £8 8 
w * =» 
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LETTER 
Th Baron Day has taken 


time to conſider of the offences 
te of her who was once his child the 
te parent might be expected to influence 
the judge, and deprecate the ſeverity 


* of juſtice - but in the preſent caſe favor 


c would be weakneſs, and forbearance 
« abſurdity; and the father of Adelaide is 


under the dire neceſſity of telling his 
« raſh undutiful girl that ſhe has no lon- 


& ger in him a PARENT Or a FRIEND. 
the moſt diſcreet meaſure ſhe can there- 


fore take will be to exile herſelf from a 


“country, as well as a family her miſ- 


conduct has eternally diſgraced.” 
« Encloſed is an order for 1200 


„Livres, to be paid her by Monſ. 
«© $—— cht at Dieppe, of which it be- 
© hoves her to be careful as it will be the 


« laſt ſupply ſhe can ever receive from 


= the ſame hand. —The Baron has only 
to obſerve (and that from motives of 


_ * humanity) that ſhe need not ever flatter 


c herſelf with the moſt diſtant hope of 


be terre ving his favor or 9 ſo that 


cc © all 


bk I 
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« all remonſtrances and appeals will ne. 


e ceſſarily fail—nor can any intercourſe 


be expected with him, as he ſets off 
in a day or two on an expedition into 
Switzerland, where it is mol! Probable 


„he may remain many years.“ 
Go, then, ungrateful child-go un- 
0 « worthy Adelaide—and if the infant in 


* thy womb ſhould live and do as thou 


« haſt done, then, and only then wilt 


thou know the anguiſh ofa Lag: | 


ed parent.” 


« To ADBLAIDES—_ 


„ 0 —— 


« I now ſaw myſelf a friendleſs and 


widowed wanderer in the world, and! 
recollected with an aching heart the raſh 
declaration I made to my father in our 
laſt interview—unfortunate girl! at little 
more than eighteen years of age, turned 
adrift into life. baniſhed from her native 
home, and driven amongſt ſtrangers for 
' ſhelter and protection! 
The fatigue and chagrin I had under- - 
gone exhauiied every effort of nature, 
and ſleep for a while drew a yeil over 
my diſordered ſenſes,” | 


« 1 


; « D'A- - | . . | v.“ 
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BY After a repoſe of about eight bon | 9 14 ö 1 
which ſtrange as it may ſeem abſolutely . j 1 
I refreſhed me, I determined to ſtruggle as * 
long as pollible agaiuſt the ſeverity of my 
_ deſtiny, and avail myſelf of my father's 
hint of forſaking my country; and as it 
occu rred to me whilſt I lay in bed, that 
my Engliſh friend Emily would be hap- 
py to furniſh me an alylum if I could for- 
| tunately trace her out (and I had ſome _ 
idea of her having told me ſhe was to ſet- _ 
lle in the Weſt of England) I thought it =_ 
_ expedient to repair thither—and having 6088 
beured my little fortune, and received % 
ſome trunks containing all my apparel, I i ol 
applied to the Captain of a packet tghen N 
ꝛt Dieppe, and agreed with him for : 1 
paſſage to England.“ 8 ST 
The next morning I dropt a farewell 1 
tear on my native ſhore, and was con- =. 
ducted to the packet - about 8 o'clack we 
| weighed anchor with a pleaſant breeze, 5 
| the ſea tolerably ſerene, and the day _ 
wearing chearful---it was however (as I 
underſtood), a fide-wind which occaſion- 
ed a good deal of tacking about, and 3 
| having never been on the ſea before, the | Fn 1 
violence of che motion was extremely 1 
8 Aiſag re- 
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dilagreeable to me---but what was a ve. 


ry uncomfortable circumſtance, and 


rendered my ſituation ſtill more diftref- 
ſing, there was no other female paſſenger 
on board except an elderly woman, who 
Vas 100 much indiſpoſed herſelf to be 


able to render me any aſhiſtance.---About 


two o'clock the ſailors talked of a black 

_ threatening ſky and ſtormy weather- on 

_ . aſcending to the deck I met a proſped 
which filled me with horror--a vaſt in- 
terminable expanſe of ſky and water, 
anda heavy diſmal gloom over the whole 


peculiarly awful and alarming---nor was 


it long before a violent rain fell, and 
hurried the paſſengers to their cabin. 


but the moſt dreadful warning of what 


was to happen was the Captain's order- 
ing the hatchways to be faſtened down, 

and every perſon, not t wanted above, tt to 
be confined below.“ 


Here was a Kimonos for a young 


creature to be plunged into, who, but 
for a perverſe oppoſition to 'parental 
authority, might have been lulled in the 
tranquil boſoms of affluence and eaſe 
I was now on tbe dangerous element in 


expectation every moment of being bu- 
ried 


AUDLEY FORTESCUE. 217 


ried in the deep--the world had no 
charms for me, and perhaps I was the 


only one on board the veſſel to whom 


death would have been ſincerely wel- 
come 1 tried to weep, but the ſolace of 
tears was denied me got upon the bed, 
and endeavoured to doze, but the noiſe 
of the ſailors over my head, and the 
| ſhocks which the ſhip every moment re- 
ceived, made it impoſſible and now the 
terrors of the ſea commenced---the ſwell 
was prodigious---the daſhing waves preſ- 
ſed on the angry bark which ſtrained with 
the violence of every attack at one mo- 
ment ſhe plunged headlong into the boil- 
ing deep, and the next roſe up again as 
| if having once more triumphed over her 
_ lavage enemy---livid flaſhes of ſharp 
| lightning darted acroſs the growling 
gloom-—the thunder rattled over our 
| heads---and in the midſt of this warfare of 
the enraged elements, ſomething gave a 
ſudden crack which ſounded as if the 
liip was ſplitting into pieces—this we 
_ Liſcovered afterwards was the rudder 
which had been carried away—in a few 
minutes afterwards went the bowſprit.“ 
2 We had now no director, no pilot 
K | but 


218 AUDLEY FORTESCUR, 


but Providence---the ſailors, utterly un- 


able to control the veſſel, abandoned her 
to her fate, and each of them ſtood iu 
momentary expectation of being wal. 
lowed up---the fea ran mountains high... 
the water burſt in at ſeveral parts of the 
cabin, and the ſhattered remains of what 
vet preſerved us, ſeemed yielding to 
deſtraRtion.” 


lu about an hour we got tnformuries 
that a ſhip, ſuppoſed to be a ſmuggling 


cutter, had a few minutes before gone 
down, and every ſeul in her periſhed 
Which I ſuppoſe was intended as 
a hint for us below to prepare for im- 
mediate diſſolution.” 


« At this eerst 


wiſh but to ſee my father once more, 
and in that ſtate of penitence and ſorrow 
receive his forgiveneſs —IthoughtI could 
have ſurrendered life eaſily, had the ac- 
compliſhment of that been poflible—1 
addrefſed myſelf to my God, and with 
' fervent and heart-felt contrition, im- 
plored forgiveneſs for the faults of my 
unguarded youth---and I have reaſon to 
believe that at that moment my penitence 
was acceptable for a flow of tears came 


"40 
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to my relief my heart ſeemed lighten- 
ed, and I waited my fate _—_ and re- 
ſigned.” 
« The dark diſmal night now iet 
on--we could ſteer for no place, being 
tolt about at the mercy of the waves, and 
certain it is if the ſhip had not been un- 
commonly ſtrong ſhe muſt have foun- 
_ dered-- our pumps were conſtantly at 
. work, as if our only hope ſprung from 
the poſſibility of preventing the water 
from gaining upon us in the hold---bat 
_ amidſt all this, and even at the inſtant 
when death, with every horror, flared us 
in the ſace, I was ſhocked with the inde- 
cency of the ſailors--their noiſe--. their 
oaths---their dreadful i imPrecations ſeem- 
cd to provoke the vengeance of offended 
heaven, and ſhut the door of mercy a- 
gaiuſt us-—had health and happinels at- 
_ tached me to life, I ſhould have thought 
no fituation ſo dreadful as that before 
us, but it was far otherwiſe, and I ſur- 
veyed with eum for ie its com- 
plicated terrors.” : 
A melancholy light ſ 1 "REA 
the roof of the cabin diſplayed our deſo- 
3 late condition within---the fire was out, 
. K * 1 
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an univerſal confuſion reigned-=the 
places where the water had forced itſelf 
in were ſo many mementos of our ap- 

proaching fate---in ſhort, there can be no 
deſcription equal to the ſcene which the 
ill-fated Adelaide had then before her.“ 
e But happy would it have been, had 
| the deep received her, and | huſhed for 


ever the ſorrows ſhe was s doomed to com. 


plain of.“ 


py 


wiſe! 


ed to live, and whoſe exiſtence, unlike 
mine, was valuable to their relatives and 
| themſelves, by the dawn of day the tem- 


| peſt had worn itſelf out, and the danger 


was no more—this was aunounced to us 


by the ſhouts of the ſailors, who declared 
the Iſle of Wight to be in view-"-and now. 

- the hatches were opened, and a melan- 
chol y groupe of paſſengers were invited 
to aſcend the deck—my God! what a 
ſpectacle did the ravages of the ſtorm z 


preſent us to gaze upon Us 
| cc Ts 


« Alas the will of heaven was other. 


c The 1 of . vel” at 
laſt ſucceſsfully reſiſted the formidable 
force of winds and waves, and by the 
mercy of Providence to thoſe who wiſh- 


K — 3 c — 2 


In leſs than ſix hours we reached 


| Cowes, and in a ſtate half dead with 


fatigue, we were conducted to the Vine 


Inn, and put to bed. * 


0 Sleep, as uſual, befriended me, and 
when I awoke, the lenſe of the danger! 
had ſurmounted was conhderably weak- 
ened- at the ſame time I felt in a great 

meaſure thankful to Providence for hav- 
ing preſerved me from death, and I 
_ poured forth my e ac- 


cordingly.“ 


The next day 1 accompanied my 


ſellow-paſſengers to Southampton, with- 
out any thing remarkable occurring in 
our way thither---the paſſage was plea- 


ſant enough, and when arrived at the 
town we got comfortable accommoda=- 


tions at the Star Ian.“ 


„ Behold me now in England, un- 
Lap unfriended and unprotected--- 
ignorant where to direct my courſe, and 
uncertain as to what might befall me 


_ aſolitary wanderer in a foreign land.--- 


Yet I know not how it was, but there 
was a ſecret ſomething within me 
which animated my drooping heart, 

4 and encouraged me to look forward to 
K 3 better OE 
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better days - how this has been verified, 
my melancholy narative will too fatally : 
exemplity l” N 
1 After two or three 285 I recovered 
from the bodily fatigue which had ſo 
ſeverely oppreſſed me, and was in that 
reſpe& as well as ever.” 

« ] now engaged myſelf i in Heling e· 
very poſſible enquiry after my favorite 
Emily, but my deſcription of her was 

_ altogether ſo vague and imperfect (for I 
knew not her huſband's name) that it 
was very unlikely I ſhould gain any kind 
of ſatisfactory intelligence. 
Several times I had it in contempla- 
tion to travel to London, but found my- 

lelt unaccountably checked and diſcou. 
raged in the attempt and in a converſa- 
tion I bad with a very good ſort of wo- 
man whom [I accidentally became ac- 
quainted with at an inn, I heard fo much 
of Briſtol, that I determined for the pre- 
ſent to repair thither, and take "op wy 
abode in that city.“ 
--5 4Py Briſtol 1 went, 4 after ſome | 
difficulty I got apartments near the Col- 
lege Green; my pregnancy being far 
advanced, the people of the houſe were 

e 3 
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4t firſt very reluctant. in receiving me, 
until I fabricated a luile tale reſpecting 
my huſband whom I gave them to under- 
ſtaud I expected ſhortly to arrive, and 
beſides ſhewed them money ſufficient to 
anſwer any demand that might incur, | 
_ that in their blind idolatry to that pow- 
er, their ſcruples were filenced, and 
they welcomed me with 7 cor 
diality.“ 2% 
Sas few weeks I was brought to bed 
# of a boy—and I certainly owe much to 
| a good conſtitution, and au uncommon | 
elevation of ſpirits. i 
„The time however got on apace, 
and as 1 paid rather extravagantly for 
my accommodations, my money neceſ- 
ſarily diminiſhed I cannot ſay but that 
Lliked the family, and met with a good 
deal of civil, and rather friendly atten- 
tion from them.” 
Pride, however, forbade my con- 
tinuing longer with them than I could 
preſerve the appearance I at firſt ſet out 
with, and before it was too late I made 
up my mind to leave them, and deter- 
mined to retire into a cheap part of 
Wales, where I was informed IT might 
5 board 
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board myſelf and my little one for ove 

fourth of my preſent expences,” : 
One morning I was walkingin the 
- College Green, regaling myſelf and my 
infant with a little freſh air, when an old 


figure of a woman with a very tawny 
complex ion croſſed me ſeveral times in 


= ths path, and made as if ſhe wiſhed to 


| Tpeak to me—by her garb and manner! 
took it for granted that ſhe was appeal- 
ing to my charity, and I gave her a few 
halfpence—thanking me courteouſly and 
_ gratefully, ſhe deſired I would not be 
_ offended if ſhe begged to examine the 
lines of my hand-] ſuffered her to do 
ſo, and looking me earneſtly in the face, 
| ſhe ſhook her head, and again ſurveying 
the inſide of my hand, exclaimed, © You 
are in queſt of a loſt friend=try, 
ere it be too late, to find that friend 
or, — and ſhe ſhook her head again 
* This is not a likely place,“ continu- 
ed ſhe—“ You muſt travel farther”--- 
and the pointed Weſtward, and de- 
en 
A lheancient ſtranger” 8 addreſs. a * 7 


deal chagrined me, but as her advice 
correl- 
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3 correſponded with my own inclination 


I reſolved to loſe no time, but inſtantly 


prepare for a journey into Wales—and 
| the people of the houſe informing me 
they could recommend me to a family at 
Swanſea, I availed myſelf of their offer, 


g and took a letter as a ſort of humble 
paſſport to their hoſpitality.“ 


| In about ten days I arrived ſafely at TT. 
aninn in Swanſea, and after defraying 
all my travelling « expences, I examined 
my remaining treaſure, and found it 


zmounted to nineteen guineas.“ 
« ] now looked in my trunks for the 


letter I had received from my landlady 
at Briſtol, but, unfortunate creature that 
I was, I had miflaid it, nor could F meet 
with it any where- -the name of the peo- 
ple it was addrefſed to, I know n6 more 


of, than if I had never heard it.“ 
« The daug! hter of the inn. e 


good-naturedly condoled with me in 
the accident, aud told me I ſhould find 

no ſort of difficulty in getting myſelf 

comfortably accommodated although I 
Was a ſtranger, aud by her means, I was 


= introduced into a pleaſant houſe near the 


'Ks | _ coal, 
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| coaſt, here the terms being eaſy, I took | 


up my abode.” 
Thus toſt about in a range world 'L 
ſhould certainly have had few moments 
of tranquillity, but the hope, and the 
ſtrong belief which I had, of meeting 


ſomewhere, etther accidentally Or other- 


wiſe, with my friend Emily, conftantly 
ſupported me.“ 


a4 Þ mentioned the Kiens to my : 


landlady, and ſhe recommended to me 
to get advertiſements inſerted in the 


country newſpapers, but I feared it 
would be confidered a treſpaſs on deli- 


eacy, and I declined it.“ 


« ] have certainly too much confers to 


believe myſelf pu rſued by fate with un- 


relenting cruelty, or ſuch a calamity 


could never have befallen me as I am 


now going to relate---it appears as if 
| "0 crime of diſobedience to a * 


can never be expiated.“ 


My landlady was a very fociable 
F riendly woman, and ſhe had one even- 
ing perſuaded me to give her my compa- 


2 ny to a play at Swanſea, the company 
being juſt arrived in the town. -I had 


from my EY been fond of theatrical 


exhiÞi- 
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B exbibitions: and though I did not like to 


| leave my child, yet as a neighbour's 
daughter promiſed to take care of it. © 


ſuffered myſelf to be prevailed upon.” 
“The entertainments, as is uſual in 
ſuch places, Were very long, and it was 


paſt eleven at night before the whole was 
coneluded.-It may ſeem a ſy perſtitious 
notion, but I had all the evening an un- 
8 accountable depreſſion on my ſpirits, a 
ſinking at my heart, as if ſome new miſ- 


fortune was about to befall me.“ 


Our houſe was half a mile out of 

- town on an hill were the eye has an ex- 
tenſivecommand over the ſea- and ſcarce 
had we reached the ſummit of the hill 


before we diſcovered a dreadful blaze 


before us, exadly at the ſpot where our 
dwelling was ſituated—-alas, it proved too 


_ true=---ere we reached the place where 


our little manſion ſtood but a few hours 
before, we had nothing to behold but a 
| heap of ruins---the firlt impulſe was di- 


rected to my little one---I flew to the girl's 
' reſidence and found it ſafe and fleeping 
but oh my God! except a guinea and 
{ome filver which I had put into my 
pocket, the whole of my money and 


efſects was conſumed.” 
I 1 * % 
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CONTINUATION 


OF THE 


HISTORY oy ADELAIDE, 


f Written in the Cane after ker Recovery. 


> not power to nents the 


delicious ſenſations of gratitude which 


my heart glows with, whilſt 1 [TERRY 
template the benevolence of Mr. Fox- 
 TESCUE, and my venerable female pre- 


ſerver. 
I have conſtantly included them in 


my private offerings to the SUPRENE 
DIS PEN SER OF ALL GOOD, and next to 
kim they are entitled to every tribute of 


grateful acknowledgment. 


Muy ſtory broke off at the melancholy f 
period when a dreadful viſitation of ad- 
verſity wreſted from me almoſt all I had 


left of worldly. effe&s---I have had no 


opportunity of continuing it ſince, being 
toſt about from place to place in ſad 
and hea rt-rendin 8 uneertainty—the few 

8 lires 


0 
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lines which 1 contrived to write in the 
cover of my manuſcript was all I had z 
youu?! to do. 
_- Snatched, miraculouſly TRAP from : 
_ that fate which I had every reaſon to 
expect certainly awaited me, I will for- 
bear to enumerate the various ſorts of 
miſeries I endured after the diſaſters I 
have mentioned, becauſe, unlike the he- 
roine of a fictitious tale, I met with no 
friend to relieve my diſtreſſes, and my 
pride, diſdaining the meanneſs of com- 
mon ſolicitation, it was not likely that I 
could ſupport myſelf for any length of 
time not that I mean to derogate from 
the generoſity which is well known to 
: diſtinguiſh your country--poſſibly bad 
my wants been made known they would 
have been relieved - from a few private 
individuals who had diſcernment enough 
to underſtand that J was diſtreſſed, I re- 
ceived a little occaſional aſſiſtance, juſt 
and but barely ſufficient to ſupport my 
drooping exiſtence= my infant was na- 
_ turally my chief care, and J was ſatisfied 
when I.could find a ſhelter for him anda 
meal, however ſcanty, for his little 
wants. The day I wandered into the 
wood, 
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vo od bad walked a great way, faint- 
ing and forlorn, and expoſed to the cruel 
inſults of the vulgar crew, who, when 
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they ſurveyed the tattered remnants of 


my reduced garments, hehtated not to 
put the moſt mortifying interpretation 


on my appearance—the preceding even- 


ing had taken up my lodging in an un- 


covered cart, a part of which only 


was ſheltered in an out-houſe—my laſt 
halfpenny had purchaſed a morſel of 
| bread for my child one moiety of 
3 which I gave him then, and the reſt in 
the morning— as to mylelf I had not 
taſted food for three days---already had 


I ſelt the cold clammy damps of death 


on my brow, and I ſaw and was fatis- 


fied that my diſſolution approached . 


my laſt taint eflorts were exerted in 


wrapping up my infant as warmly as I 
could, meaning to lay it by wy fide, 


and fink into the arms of death, but. 
les, ye amiable agents of god- 
| like humanity, I will live to repay your 
gegnerous attention---my little one, too, 
| ſhall live to acknowledge the deed, aud 
to thank you, as he ought, for preſerv- 
ing him as his deſtitute mother Come 


then, 
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then, my Francis, and with this maternal i 
embrace, let me tell thee that the period 
of our ſufferings ſeems to be cloſing, and 


that a dawn of n gleams zecoſt my 
+ bewildered mind. Pb 


A. D'OsM0x 1. 


X > T TER XXXI. 
TO FREDERIC NORMAN, ESQ: 
Kroxeant- VALT. 


* my laſt I left our revived fugitive . 
comfortably ſettled in the-locely dwel- 
ling on the moor- ide. 

A morning or two after, I took occaſion | 
io ſuggeſt ſome of the circumſtances re- 
ſpecting this adventure to Mrs. Daven- 
port I was in poſſeſſion ofthe manuleri pt 
but förbore for the preſent to bring it 
forward, rather chuſing firſt to intereſt | 


her in the fair adventurer's favor, and by „ 


gradual progreſſions develope the main 

incidents of her ſtor y. — Mrs. Davenport 

is an amiable creature, and there is 
tuch 
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ſuch innate ſenſibility, ſuch refined libe- 
rality in her nature, that I was perſuaded] 
ſhould have no difficulty in ſecuring her 
friendſhip forthe un fortunateexile, whom 
I now conſidered under my protection, 
and entitled to my every exertion--ſhe, 
naturally curioustoſee a perſon forwhom 
I had expreſſed myſelf with uncommon 
earneſtneſs, propoſed accompanying me 
on horſeback to her retirement---and as 
the introduction of a female acquaintance 
to her appeared to be the moſt likely 
means of furthering our good intentions, 
and might take off a good deal of that 
reſtraint which delicacy impoſed, Ifixed 
upon the next morning for the viſit---of | 
Mrs. Davenport's penetration I had fre- 
quently had the moſt ſatisfactory teſti- 
mony, and I thought if ſhe ſhould feel 
herſelf attached to the ſtranger, as much 
as circumſtances warranted, I might then 


leave herin a comfortable ſituation, and 


be at liberty to engage in my" own. Pri 0 
vate purſuits. 
We ſat off together on a morning air- 
ing. and after a ride of about an hour, the 
5 ſolitary habitation was in view I had not 
| ſeen Adclaide for two days, and leſt it 
might 


e 
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might be conſtrued into an impulſe of 
_ euriofity amounting to incivility, if I 
introduced Mrs. Davenport without any 
_ previous'intimation, I left my fair fellow- 
traveller at a little diſtance, and going 
_ forwards, arrived at the door, and alight- 
ing from my horſe, entered the houſe, and 
was conducted to Adelaide's apartment. 
Ever collected and calm, ſhe heard my 

: propoſition of bringing a female friend to 
her with compoſure— If the lady,” ſaid 
ſhe,“ knows my ſituation, ſhe will know 
that II have no e to the affecta- 
tion of ceremony.“ 
Mrs. Davenport was walking her horſe 
ſlowly towards the cottage, and from a 
ide window that commanded a view of 
the road, I obſerved her approaching--- 
it was not long before I was at the door 
aſſiſting the lovely woman to alight, nor 

was it long before I became witneſs to a 
ſcene, the bare recollection of which 
thrills through my ſoul, and agitates my 

whole frame with violent emotions.” 
On Mrs. Davenport's firſt appear- 
| ance, Adelaide ſurveying her for a mo- 
ment with fixed aſtoniſhment, ſtarted, 

and turning to me, exclaimed - Great 
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5 God--Mr. Forteſcue ! ”..-Mrs, Davenport 
1 regarded not, until turning about, I 
ſaw her ſunk into a chair, her handker- 
chief covering her face, and whilſtI gazed 
upon one and the other in-doube and per- 


_ plexity, I heard the words © Emily and 
Adelaide” alternately articulated--to put 


an end to your ſurprize, EniltyDavenport 


vas no other than the friend Adelaide had 


ſought fo long, and had never ſeen knee 
their ſeparation in the Convent. 


Tears of joy ſuffuſed their glowing 


cheeks at this unexpected meeting Mis. 
Davenport earneſtly looking at me, re- 
_ bukingly demanded why I had ſo long 


_ concealed from her the particulars of her 


friend's ſtory. ** I ſhould preſently have 


known,” ſaid ſhe, © who it was that 


« Providence had committed to your 
protection there could be but one 
* Adelaide---but one friend ſo dear as 


that Ade aide is to Emily. 


I had ſome difficulty to get myſelf alien . 
| notice of, ſo. violent and fo laſting were 


| the carefſes thetwoladiesexchanged with 


_ each other but when, after having with- 
drawn for about half an hour, I returned, 


Mrs. ee haſtily demanded the 


manuſeript 
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als” a 


manuſcript which compriz:d the memoirs 


of her beloved friend--it happened to be 
in my pocket, for toſay the truth, I had 
entertained ſome ſhrewd ſuſpicious from 


what Mrs. Davenport had occaſionally 


| hinted. And from ſome correſpondent 


circumſtances in Adelaide's narrative, 
hat our fair wanderer bore adiſtinguiſhed 


part in ſome of the earlier ſcenes of Mrs. 


Davenport's life“, although I longed for 


a ſatisfactory denouement, and to. | be a 
witnels to it myſelf. 


- You will now ſuppoſe me, my friend, 
loaded with compliments from the no- 
longer wretched Adelaide--you may con- 
ceive what Mrs. Davenport muſt feel 
\. when ſhe heard the partial recital of my 


behaviour to her friend---Ah, Frederic, 


the gliſtening tranſparencies which diſ- 
ulled from the bright eyes of the charm- 
ing Emily were indiſputable teſtimonies N 


of ber eben rr 4 


Thus reſtored to the friend for whom 
| ſhe had chiefly reconciled herſelf to the | 
idea of forſaking her native country 


* Then why gaze upon hem in | hols and ler. 55 
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. mus ſheltered under the wings of that 
friendſhip which had ever been an object 


dear to her heart, for the preſent we will 
leave Adelaide, and ſuppolſe her cares 
and inquietudes at an end---the next day 
| ſhe was conducted to the vicarage, and 
Mr. Davenport, © the young gentleman 
with one arm” was not long in recoguiz- 
ing, and welcoming the moſt eſteemed 

aſſociate of his lovely Emily. 


And that the gloomy ſcenes of the 

_ amiable wanderer's life may be happily 
cloſed, here let the curtain drop—-Mrs. 
Davenport's love and attachment to her 
friend are infallible ſecurities againſt any 


ſuture viſitation of misfortunes |! 


| There, Frederic, I have cloſed my nar- 
frative- on Sunday Lleavethe vale, which 
during my ſhort reſidence in it, has teem- 


ed with incidents of a very ſingular na- 


ture---I have had a panting interview with 
the worthy hoſteſs of the cave, and if ſhe 


would haveaccepted my ſervices, I would 
| have made the ſcanty remnant of her 


= days, as happy and as comfortable as 6 
ſhe deſerves---but ſhe prefers her ſolt- 
_ tary receſs, to whieh ſhe has been ſo long 


familiarized, to che gawdy qwelling of 


greatueſs, 


ado. ws "a. 
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greatneſs, and contented with the con- 
ſciouſneſs of living to do good, her heart 
has no reliſh for the wild projects of am- 
bition. 

You may expect to ſee me on W ed- 
may, rs 

. Adieu ny friend, 

Ever invariably yours, 

 Auprey ForTEsSCUE.. 


\ | \ HEN the editor became poſſeſſed 
of this manuſcript, ſeveral parts of it 
were turn and defaced, inſomuch that 
it was not without difficulty the writing 
could be underſtood---not that its great 
age expoſed it to the injuries of time, 
but it had lain ſome years neglected, 
and of courſe liable to thoſe abuſes which 
incautious hands might ignorantly render 
In conducting a publication ofthis kind, 
an editor may undoubtedly claim a diſ- 
cretionary power in arranging the papers, 
erpunging deſultory 2 &Cc. &. 
in 8 


230 AUDLEY VYORTESCUE. 


in order to make | it as amuſing, and. as 
little tedious as poſſible to his readers- 
and though in this collection a confider- 
able number of letters appear to have 
pauſſed between the parties for ſome time 
after the laſt from Mr. Forteſcue, yet as 
the ſubſtance of them can be gleaueq, 
ſo as to be related in a few pages, the 
dcditor has preferred coutinuing the hiſ- 
_ tory. ſor the preſent in the form ofa 

narrative. 0 
Whilſt Mr. Forteſeus | is on his route 
towards Switzerland, to cure (as he him- 
ſelf expreſſes it) the malady of a diſtem- 
pered mind, we will take the liberty 
of introducing the reader to the family of 
the Courtneys, at their reſidence on the 
Weſtern coaſt near Charmouth in Dor- 
| ſerſkire---here the amiable Julia Legrand 
ſighed in filence over the well-remem: 
| bered virtues of the charming Forteſcue 
Land though there is ſcarcely a doubt 
but ſhe might have contrived ſome mode 
of renewing, or rather continuing her 
intercourſe with her friends in the valc, 
yet her mind was ſuperior to the little 
arts neceſſary to practice for ſuch a pur- 
ae beſides her friend, Miſs Courtney 
would 
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would on no account ſuffer the ſubject 
to be mentioned without treating it with 
a ridicule and levity ſeverely mortify- 
ing, and highly offenſive 10 the jenſtbi- 
| lity of her friend: | 
We further find from forne letters or 
rather fragments of letters that appear to 
have paſſed between Captain Courtney 
and his ſiſter, that he accompanied Lieu- 
tenant Oſborne abroad, with a view to 
find Mr. Dutton, and < avenge the cauſe 
of his departed fiſter”---that they mer at 
Bruſſels, where Mr. Dutton had recently 
accepted a commiſſion in the Imperial 
ſervice, and 2 challenge having been 
given, they agreed to retire towards Lou- 
vain, where they fought, and Mr. Dut- 
ton was wounded in the groin (though 
not mortally) but Mr. Oſborne came off 
unhurt--his Tecond in the rencounter 
was his friend Courtney---the other was 
attended by an Irithman, 3 an officer in the 
lame ſervice. 
This was all the revenge Mr. Oſborne 
eould take confiſtent with his character 
as a genileman and a ſoldier---< It is ſome 
further ſatisfaction to * ſays Mr. Oſ- 
borne 
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borne in a letter to his friend F orteſeue⸗ 
4 to reſlect that the wholeſome laws of 
his offended country have enforced this 


wretch into baniſhment---ſhould he ever 
by ſtratagems or otherwiſe find a ſubte 


fuge, and venture into England, my arm 
ſhall ilk be uplifted to chaſtiſe, if not to 


exterminate, ſuch a diſgrace to ſociety.” 
During Mr. Oſborne's abſence on this 
excurſion, an aged relation of his died, 


leaving him a conſiderable fortune on 
condition of his taking the name of 


Rechford, and he was agreeably ſurpriz- 


ed to find on his return to England that 
ſuch a flow of wealth and proſperity 


awaited him---theſe occurrences altoge- 


ther did not occupy a ſpace more- than 
five months, at the expiration of which 


he accepted an invitation from his friend 


Courtney (for the ſummer began to open 
to ſpend a few weeks at his mother s in 
the Weſt. 


Here Mr. Rochford became a captive 


to the tranſcendant charms of Julia Le- 
grand, and matters were contrived ſo 


This letter had been addreſſed to the vale, but: 


Mr. Forteſcue had left the countrx, ard it was of 


cott ſe ſorwarded to his friend Mr. Norman. 


ſucceſsfully, 
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| ſucceſsfully that in a few weeks they were 
married- -in order to be near the abode 
of a family whom he had every reaſon to 
eſteem, Mr. Rochford took a houſe on 
the coaſt near Weymouth, and Julia 
having been taught to forget (as ſhe her- 
| ſelf calls them) the amiable prejudices 
of afavorite paſhon, made Mr. Rochford 
| as happy as he wiſhed to be. 
I Nothing remarkable appearing to oc- 
eur in the private hiſtory of theſe fami- 
lies, we will take leave of them for the 
preſent, and look after Mr. Forteſcue— 
who by this time had arrived 1 in Swit- 
zerland. e : 
At this criſis we meet with ſeveral - 
letters which paſſed from Mr. Forteſcue 
to his friend Norman, written on his 
travels, and containing an amuſing, tho? 
curſory deſcription of the countries thro? 
which he journeyed---but as there is no- 
thing ſtrikingly novel or intereſting in 
them (at leaſt no more than may be ſound 
in the narratives of other travellers) and 
as they are confined to no particular 
ſubject or adventure, we have exclud- 
ed them from the preſent collection. 2 
THE About 
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About the cloſe of the enſuing ſummer 
after Mr. Forteſeue left the vale, he 


= reached Frivourg in Switzerland—his 


motives for chuſing to dwell at ſuch a 
ſeaſon in ſo cold and cheerleſs a climate 
we are unable to explain. 


The following is the only letter we can 
with propriety introduce to our readers, 
as relating to fome diſtinguiſhed perſon- 
ages in our hiſtory--we have no defire 
prematurely to hurry on the ſequel of 
our work, but we wiſh to be as brief, 
and conciſe as circumſtances will admit. 
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nity of gathering ſome little intelligence 
to diverſify the ſcene, and amuſe me a 
little, I make a point of dining two or 
three times a week at an hotel here, 

where a machine or vehicle puts up that 
conveys 


Andi in order to get an opportu- 


Sas OA. and 
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conveys travellers to and from me neigh. 
bouring countries. 
I was at dinner there two or three days 
| fince, and by chance had ſeated myſelf 
by a venerable looking man, whoſe con- 
verſe, and whoſe manners were irrefif. 
übly attraQtive---he ſignified that he was 
a native of France---but that he had of 
: neceſſity reſided in Switzerland ſome | 
time, I am not ſure whether he did not 
ſay, ſome years. 

There was a young gentleman of his 
party who was alſo a Frenchman, an ele- 
gant, accompliſhed, and well informed 
man. CEE 
From the intimacy, and familiarity: 
which ſeemed to fubſiſt between them, 1 
concluded the old gentleman was the 
father of the other. 

After dinner, and ſome of che compa- 
ny had retired, whilſt I was taking my 
wine, I thought I heard the old Seutle- 
man utter the name D' Ofmont,” I was 
truck with the ſound, and eyeing them 
both atteatively (aud I dare ſay rudely) 
they obſerved me, and ſeemed hurt at 5 
the inqdiſitiveneſs Iſurveyed them with 
© DP O/n0nt,” I repeated involuntarily 

5 . 
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to myſelf---and finding I had committed 
a a freſh treſpaſs, I ſaw the expediency of 

offering ſome apology. 

Excuſe me, Sirs, for having given 

what may be thought an impertinent 

attention to a ſound, which I own EXCit- 
ed my curioſity.—1 heard the name of 

D'oOſmont.“ 

Ihe old gentleman anſwered. 5 
That gentleman bears the name of 

D'Oſmont---but he is unknown here as 

Vell as me---we are both Frenchmen!” 

If that gentleman is known to the fa- 
mily of the D'A-------y's of Normandy, 
pargon me, Sir, but he is not unknown 
bere.”.- | 

4 Gracious. God 1” returned the old 

_- gentleman, 1 am the Baron of that 
name -- this is my ſon-in-law---I once had 

a daughter, too- an only child---but you 

are an Engliſhman---and to your ſhores, 

1 raſhly conſigned a treaſure that I would 

gladly lay down = life to retrieve. 

poſſibly, Sir—— 
.- And the name of that BO 

_ (which you ſo properly call yur trea- 

fare) was Adelaide.” 
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By this time the reſt of the company 
had retired, and our converſation grows 
ing intereſting, we ordered a freſh ſup- 
ply of wine, and defired that no one 
might be admitted to diſturb us. : 
Before any thing further tranſpired I 


ordered Maurice to fetch "wy Imall port- be 


mantua from Ellercamp's. 
He came back with it inſtantly. 
e Thave here an undeniable teſtimo- 


ny of being known to this unfortunate | 


child of yours---this abjured daughte:” 
Land I handed the W to the 
Baron. 
„ trembling lands: he received 
it from me, but his eyes were ſuffuſed 
with tears, and he could not diſtinguiſh 
a letter. 


I aſked permiſſion to read it, and it 
was returned to me. 

But whoſe agitations were al eie T2 
when 1 drew towards the concluſion, 
whether the parent's or the huſband's, 

N 1 know not. 
The Baron ſpoke. 


J am indeed that 3 faber, | 

: Sir whoſe cruelty your heart muſt long 

ſince have ſilently execrated—blinded 185 
. 
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by ambition, more than I am now be: my 
tears, I ſacrificed all to that deluſive idol 
—-my crime was enormous, and my pu- 
nihment has been equal.” 

:-*; But Adelaide mourns a Huſbaud | 
lain.” : 

« No, Sir,“ returned the Baron, 4 
| have not that addition to my crime to 
anſwer for--D'Oſmont whom I thought 
I had killed, hves to be my friend. my 


ee 


Tis true,” oblerved D'Oſmont, ns 
ſell, wounded with the ſword of Ade- 
laide's father—he left me on the ſpot, 
but my faithful domeſtie hurried me a- 
way in his arms to a place of ſecurity, 


where my wound being examined and 


drxeſt, I lived to be the een of my 
antagoniſt.” f 
Folicy fen ee to me the gacelficy 
of giving out that I was ſlain, ſuppoſing 
| that when the Baron was ſatisfied of my 
death, he would for the preſent, or until 


the King's pleaſure could be known (and 
I had learnt that he was not on very cor- 


dial terms with the: Court) abſent himſelf 
from Dem, which might give me an 
| No 
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opportunity of once more folding i in my 
embrace my loft—loſt Adelaide,” 
re I was perfectly recovered ſo as 
to „ wall; I underſtood that not only the 
Baron had left his chateau, but my Ade- 
laide was alſo mifſing—nor could all my 
unremitting enquiries be ſatisfied with 


the moſt diſtant ſhadow of intelligence 5 


| —the current report in the country was 
that ſhe had deſtroyed herſelf,” es 
Wretched and deſponding, Ire 
nounced F France, and took my route to 
this place and it was not long before I 
had the good fortune to reſcue a gentle- 
man, who was travelling, from a furious 
fet of banditti, who had attacked his 
caravan on the mountains, and almoſt 
overpowered his ſervants.” 
The gentleman I thus happily de- 
| hvered is there—it was the Baron 
DA — - it 7s my father!“ . 
_ I reſumed — © you andertland, | 


£ Monſieur D' Oſmont, that when I left 


England about ten months fince, your 
Adelaide, after having encountered the 
ſevereſt calamities, was through Provi- 
dence ſafely under the protection of her 
Engliſh triend---her dear aſſociate in the | 
14 Convent; 3 
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Convent; nor can it poſſibly be 1 
beſore you repair thither, and give her 


= the exquiſite delight of receiving in one 


moment a parent and a huſband.” 
But you, Sir,” returned the Baron, 
wi how are we to expreſs ourſelves to you 
for the intereſt you have taken in our 
| Adelaide's preſervation---will you be 
content with the bleſſings of an old man, 
poured upon you with tears of gratitude 
---ſhall the full emotions of the huſband's 
heart be accepted as ſincere teſtimonies 
of his acknowledgment---but you are an 
Engliſhman, and already I ſee that you 
are hurt at our ſuppoſing the deed you 
have accompliſhed, has n not carried with 


it its own reward.“ 


1 preſſed each of their hands, and a 
ſympathetic tear at that moment ftole 
down my cheek---they ſaw it, » and were 


To-morrow the happy father and im 
patient huſband depart. for England 
they have promiſed to give me the ear- 
lieſt intelligence of their meeting---I 
have ſent a ſhort billet by them to Ade- 
laide, and Mrs. Dep. ? 


This 
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This circumſtance has ſo occupied my 


time and attention that I have had no- 
thing elſe in my thoughts---I mark it as 


aſingular interpoſition of Providence in 


favor of two worthy lovers; and though 


the Baron has felt alingering puniſhment 
for his ambition, it was time, when con- 


viction came acroſs his mind, that his 


ſufferings ſhould ceaſe. 


What; Joy will this unlooked f for viſit 


to the vicarage diffuſe over its happy 
| rToof?---how will the amiable Emily, and 
the venerable vicar hang on the delici- 
| ous raptures with which they will ob- 
ſerve the long-loſt huſband reſtore him 
ſelf to his lovely wife ?---nor will the 


parents feelings be leſs exquiſite ! 
Adieu---this is one of my long letters, 


but you had a right to be informed of 
the adventure. e 


Ever yours, 


Avpizr Foxrzscvs. 


MIS OED L 2 | ee L E 1 1 * x 
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WW After + a period 6 of five wells: from the aste of the 
laſt letter 3 


| Kx0NCATR VALE. 


ES Town Fence which Mr. Forteſcue 


thought proper to preſerve, during a 


lingering period of twelve months, im- 


preſſed us with a painful belief that he 
had entirely forgotten his humble friends 
in the vale. | 
is letter, received: + a few days ſince 
| by the hands of the illuſtrious ſtrangers, 
and the joyful tidings it brought with it, 
would have 1 e a life 
of anxiety. 
Ie ſcene to paint to you, Mr. 


Foorteſcue, chat few pens would be able 
io do juſtice to—and mine you know is 


but the feeble inſtrument of an uplet- 
tered female. 


On the evening of 3 laſt, my 


; 5 beloved friend Adelaide and I had been 


: rambling into ſome of. thoſe favorite re- 
1 Y ceſſes | 
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| ceſſes where heretofore Mr. Forteſcue 
had condeſcendedto accompany us, and 
were returning to the vicarage when a 
chaiſe and four rapidly paſſed us in the 
| lane—there was a ſervant On horſeback 
at ſome little diſtance before, who oc- 
caſionally ſtopt to get information from 
any foot-paſſengers that fell in his way 
Ttthe chaiſe went forward, and ſtopt at 
he vicarage - before we could come up 
to it the travellers had got out, and were : 


uſhered in. 


We had a light gliaple of the com- 
pany in the carriage as it paſſed us, and 
ſaw two e ap parent! y gas 


0 Us. 


Our curioſity was awakened, but we 


were far from conjecturing who were our 
viſfitors. 
On entering the gate of the vicarage, 


we obſerved Mr. Percival and che two 
ſtrangers in cloſe conference in the oak 


parlour Adelaide and I had each a ca- 
laſh on, ſo that it was not eaſy for our 


faces to be diſlinguiſhed by a ſide- view. 
We went up ſtairs to throw off our 
cloaks, and were coming down, mean- 
ing to take a turn or two in the garden, 


when 
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when Mr. Percival intercepting us in the 


hall, defired we wou'd retire with him 
into his ſtudy, & 


I ſaw ſomething had affected the old 


. gentleman, for his eyes were red, and he 


| ſeemed to have been weeping.  _ 
00 My dear Adelaide,“ ſaid he, taking 


1 her hand, and holding it in both his. 


e 
Tell me, 65 ax young PER 
are you ſtill the Adelaide your wonder- 


ful fortitude has hitherto proved you 2 


c Mr. Percival!“ 


« Ah, my child, Providence has wit- 
neſſed your virtues in the ſevere ſtate of 
| probation to which you were doomed, 
and the moment is reſerved to reward 
| you. * | 
©. Thave borne my miefortanes” ſaid 
| the, © as become one that ought to bow 
to the Power that thought fit to infli 
them.” 


But you have boon tau ght, Adelaide, 


I that there is an All-controling Provi- 


dence who has declared he will never 
forſake the innocent ?” 
- >< * Thitt Power, Sir, ** to think 
my indiferetions amounted to crimes, 


14 
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and he has puniſhed me, and I have ſub- 
mitted, accordingly. - 
2 If as a proof ofhis forgiveneſs 
and protection, he ſhould by any ſingu- 
lar revolution of human affairs reſtore 
a father to you---you would have forti- 
tude ſufficient for ſo trying an occaſion?” 
To me, Sir---reſtore a father to me- 
here in a foreign country---alas,” © B 
hs, with a ſigh - I fear he will x never 4 
more ſee his diſcarded Adelaide.” 
— Promiſe to be compoſed, my fs. 

"os we will ſee what can be done for 
ou.“ Te 
«Twill promiſe every thing---I will | 
without a promiſe declare I will receive 
him with tears of filial affection that 
will only flow the faſter for having been 
ſo long reſtrained,---" > 

Mr. Percival retired, leaving the door 
open, and in a minute returned with the 
OREN parent of mp: ee 
Friend. Ft „„ 
5 You have 1 not deceived me, Mr. 
Percival'—and ſhe C prung forwards, 
and was locked within his ame. 

Nor was the delights? parent leſs 
e. 
„have : 
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« I have found you, my poor Ade. 
6  laide---only ſay that you forgive me, 
and I will make ample reſtitution for 

Fall my effences . nature, and 

85 againſt you.“ - 

„ IL.-J am the diſobedient 48 ä 
let my father ag me,. and the reſti- 

„ tution is complete.” 

They embraced each other with duch 
fond, ſuch. melting tenderneſs. that my 
eyes overflowed, and the furrows on my 
uncle's cheeks were at the ſame moment, 
the channel of a ſtream of tears.“ 
Adelaide, ſaid the old gentleman, 
there is a friend whom we never can 
forget---you know Nr. one: For- 
teen 
TJ, and all the world know wie to 
be the beſt, the moſt generous of men.” 
The Baron then recapitulated the cir- 


ceumſtances of his meeting with you at an 
inn in Switzerland, and Adelaide had a 


freſh teſtimony of Mr. Forteſcue's ge- 5 
nerous intereſt in her happineſs. 


« And now, Adelaide,” ſaid her father | 


3 liite compoſed, will you credit my 


fincerity if in the preſence of an injur red 
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8 ond a perſecuted daughter, I pour 
forth a ſigh for---D'OsmonT.” 

Ob, my God,” ſaid ſhe, * a ſigh for 
| | D*Cimont---long fince 1 thought our 
kindred ſouls would. join together A 

was my huſband, and I loved him- Y 

are my father, and the revived affection 
of a long-loſt child would fain oblite- 
rate the bitter remembrance---1f my fa- 
ther Honors his Fs 12 e to * 
Content.“ 5 
* F me a: companion with me, Ade- 
5 laide, who. knew and eſteemed this 

D'Oſmont.“ 
Any one, Sir, that knew my DOr- 


mont would eſteem him, and to know 


that he was acquainted with him is ſuf- 
ficient to welcome him to me-—but is the 
gentleman all this time alone?“ 
Come, Adelaide, and Jet us toge- . 
ther ſee if on the ſtranger's countenance, 
we can diſcover no remarkable traces of 
anxiety , 
She aroſe, and they departed together. 
In a moment I heard a loud ſhriek, 
and I flew to the dear girl's affiſtance. 
The huſband and the father were ſup- 


N her head, for ſhe had fainted, 
| 5 | and 
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and we were all ſeriouſly alarmed leſt 
any fatal conſequences ſhould enſue. 
She preſently opened her eyes, and 
5 flaring wildly about her, talked in inco- 
herent ſentences, _ 
I T dreamt---ſure I ſtill 1 that 1 I 
„ had a FATHER and a HUSBAND before 
eme. but 1 thought my dear parent's 
te hands were cleanſed from the blood of 
_ « DYOſmont-----his tears muſt have had 
that power---for too ſure he killed him. 
Finding her intelleQs impaired, we 
judged it expedient to remove her up 
ſtairs to bed---we ſent for Doctor Price, 
to whom we related the particulars of 
what had paſſed, and he preſcribed a 
compoſing draft, and directed that ſhe 
| ſhould on no account be diſturbed. _ 
All night I watched her, and at day- 
1 ſne awoke calm and u 
Vas at her bed- ide“ Emily,” ſaid ſne, 
have had ſtrange dreame—wherehave 


1 been my God what have I ſeen?” 


FBy ſlow degrees I ventured to repeat 5 
mme occurrences of the preceding even- 
ing-I aſſured her that not only her fa- 
ther but her huſband was at that moment 
in the houſe, and related all the particn- | 
lars 1 bad been whaels lo. . 
She 
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She heard me with compoſure, 
_ «Suddenly to find my father and my 
| huſband, was too much for a poor weak 


head like mine to bear- remember good 


Mr. Percival's breaking it out to me, 


' that my father was come to ſee me, and 
that I ſaw and embraced him---but my 
ideas are very confuſed about OF. 


mont.“ 


Happy to find her ſo wel recovered, I 
longed for the hour of breakfaſt when I _ 
might lead her down ſtairs, and realize a 


ſcene which at preſent ſhe might not be 


ſatisfied was any thing more than an il- 


luſion. 
Eight o clock (our breakfaſt ha 


came, and I eſpied Mr. D'Oſmont in be 
garden with Mr. Percival---I ran to him 


with the welcome tidings, and he receiv - 
ed me with tranſport. 


In leſs than an hour Adelaide 4 was in i 
the arms of her enamoured huſband, and | 


had received the . of his affect 
onate fire. | 


80 much; had Adelaide to os Fry fo 7D 
much had D*Oſmont to anſwer, that we 
could gain no ſort of regular or reaſon- 


able intelligence. 


After they rejeed together, __ 
a 
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and D'Oſmont related all the circum- 
ſtances of his recovery, his providenti- 

ally ſaving the Baron' 8 life on the moun- 
tains.-and his meeting with you---but 

pou have heard all this, Mr. Forzelcue, 
from D'Oſmont himſelf. 3 
I he moſt painful part of my narrative 
is now to come---to-morrow I loſe my 
 Adelaide---the Baron, D'Oſmont, and his 
lovely bride (indeed, Mr. Forteſcue, ſhe 
is a charming creature) are going up to 
London, where they mean to reſide for 
| the remainder of the winter- if I had not 


been liable to indiſpoſition Iſhould have 


been of the party---my huſband has pro- 
miſed that Iſhould follow them i in a few 
Weeks- TT 

The noble Baron has Agia 
himſelf here with ſingular munificence— 
all the villages and country- people for 
miles round about the valley have parti- 
cipated his abundant bounty, inſomuch 
that it is ſuppoſed he muſt have at com- 
mand the wealth of either Indies. 
Nor has the worthy, generous ſolitu- | 
dinarian (Judy Bell) been forgotten---if a 
fourth part of his fortune had been re- 


quired, I 12 am ſure the Baron would have 
| ar 
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_ gladly ſurrendered it for thebenevolence 
ſhe exerciſed towards his child-.-but all 

he could prevail upon her to accept was 
an annuity of eighty pounds a year, to be 
paid her quarterly by Mr. Percival, not 
ouly for her life, but the power of be- 
queathing it after her deceaſe io whom, 
and to whatever purpoſe ſhe pleaſes. 
They promiſe early in the ſpring to 
pay the valley another viſit, and if a 


\ houſe can be found in this part of the 8 


country ſuitable to their rank, and likely 


to afford them proper accommodations, 


they mean 10 make it their ſummer 

abode. 
Poſſibly when Mr. Forteſcue i is tired 

of rambling, he may once more be in- 


| duced to taſte the ſweets of rural tran. 


Auillity amidft the humble ſhades of this 
| ſeclufion---it was once honored with his 
partiality, and to the attractions of his 

friendſhip he will not, I think, be inſen- 


i ble. 1 
3 uncle and x my but 1 
band ſerioully eſteem ou. 5 


Your obedient and obliged, 


EI LY DAVEN PORT. 
A D E- 
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ADELAIDE Warns 


; YES, moſt amiable, moſt generous 'of 
men, I am indeed, through your means 
reſtored to the full poſſeſſion of happi- 

_ neſs ſupreme---and if there is one par- 
tial prayer that heaven would deign to 
liſten to, for your everlaſting proſperity, 
Adelaide on her knees wonle: ee 

= BIS — 

Ah, sir, forlake that 115507 oll 
thoſe comfortleſs regions, but ill caleu- 
lated for a heart like yours, and come 


to happy England come and make one 
5k our delighted family---made ſo by 
mn 
My huſband loves you for his Ade- 
| laide's ſake---my father loves you for the 
ſake of gratitude, becauſe he has no other 
way to ſhew the fenſe he has of your 
goodneſs,» | 
 Adieu---amiable friend---may every 
laſting happineſs be yours. | 


Aprians D'Osmonr- 5 


Mr. 
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Mr. DOSMONT WaITES. 


WIILSIT there is room permit me, 
Sir, to confirm what my adored Ade- : 
laide has advanced. f 
From me, Mr. Forteſc ue, particularly , 
accept the moſt cordial acknowledg- 
ments of gratitude—believe me, they 
iſſue from a warm heart, that has no 
pride greater than in attaching itſelf to 


ſuch conſummate worth as Mr. Forteſ- 55 


cue's. 
5 Farewell, Sir—beſtofFriends farewell! 
D'OsnoR r. 


HAVING left our Norman friends 
happy, we have no farther buſineſs at 
preſent in the vale—and poſſibly theſe 
letters had never ſeen the light, had the 


= hiſtory of all the parties terminated here. 


-But we have a ſad ſequel to 
_ unfold---which will fatally exemplify 
the frailties of nature, and ſhew, (unex- 

pectedly ſhew) who were marked out t for : 
the melancholy vidtims. | 


be 
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1 does not appear from any letters 
before us, what became of Mr. Forteſcue 
atter he departed from Switzerland, which 
be appears to have leſt the end of Febru- 


gary in the following year---there is a 


EH Bauſſex. 


fragment of a leiter which ſeems dated 
from Paris, merely giving directions to 

his friend Norman about ſome law bufi- 

neſs. MPI a conteſted eſtate in 


Whether trav . had the willed; fie 
eſſect upon his mind or not, we are unable 
do tell; but about the middle of the en- 
ſuing ſummer we find a note dated from a 
hotel in Dover-ſtreet, London, intimating 


that he is juſt ſetting out for Weymouth --- 


from which place he add reſſes the follow- 
ing letters 1 to > his friend. . 


—— 


LETTER XXXIV. 


— 


10 FREDER}C | NORMAN, ESQ. 


WeywouTh e. 
Now pity me, 3 for 1 am 


Indeed the moſt miſerable of men. | 


If the wounds of love were cloſed for 
a while(healed wy never could be)they 
have 
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have now burſt open afreſh, and at this 


moment I am ſuffering with torments in- 
expreſſible. ZAP 


On my arcival here I met with the 
Dawſon family, who, upon your account 


(I ſuppoſe) received me as civilly as 
they could. 


Their ell, prim, meagre Aer 
tittered when I ſaluted her, and greedily 


caught at every thing that ſounded like a 


compliment without giving herſelf time 
to ſuſpect, much leſs to detect the coun- | 


terfeit. 
They would knee DEST me an 


appartment 1n the houſe they were in, but 
it was intolerably crouded, and I prefer- 
red the hotel, not only becauſe it com- 


mands a view of the ſea which JI am par- 


tial to, but the better ſort of company 
reſorts there, and che eee 


are comfortable. 


I QVas obliged to promiſe to breaklaſt 
Z with the ladies the next morning---at 


the hour appointed I went. 


The old man had ſecured his morning 
meal, and like a faithful accomptant was 
| ſet off towards the ſea-coaſt to calculate, 
I ſuppoſe, the expences of this excurſion 


at per day. 1 
| x 
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Mrs. Dawſon, and Miſs were arrayed. 
in looſe morning dreſſes with enormous 


pufſed ſleeves, ſeven years at leaſt behind 


: the preſent mode. 

I might endeavour to entertain 5 
with common- place chat, but it was 

merely a ſacrifice of time, and would 
have been as great a 3 of rational 

converſation. 125 

Ine very well that L was a Aranger 


in the place, and for the ſake of a little 


introduction, I thought I might make 
| ſhift until I could better myſelf, 
We finiſhed our dejeune, and I agreed 


to attend them to the rooms in the 1 8 8 


ing. 


| Behold me * 1 in the ſtately 
Miſs Dorothy Dawſon, cloſely followed 
by the demure father, and the fantaſtic 
mother. : 
Io our ſeats we went—-I played 
with my hat—ſtole a half glance about 
the room---faid a few unmeaning things 
_. whichT defy any one to underſtand.—and N 
in a word was ridiculouſly abſent. 
Ihe dances began, and I was ſimple- 
ton enough to lead Miſs Dawſon down. 
the let. f 
1 ha 
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1 paid but little attention either to the 
male or female part of the company, for 
I was diſpleaſed and mortified. 
1 had reached the bottom within a 
couple or two when turning a lady round | 
I thought I heard a faint exclamation---I 
| looked up, and at the inſtant found I 
had juſt parted with the hand of---my 
long loſt IIIa! 
She was engaged to a a gemteel young 
man, an ofhcers 


This was a dead- . for Miſs 
| Dawſon's pride and vanity---I pleaded a 


ſudden _ head-ach, and begged to fit - 


down. 
But before I uy 3 ſeated a . 
ILaroſe, and with trembling limbs went 
up and addreſſed the lovely girl. 
A bluſh ſuffuſed her charming counte- 
nance when I ſpoke---but ſhe ſeemed, 
as uſual, all complacency and conde- 
ſcenfion. | 
Her enquiries were pointed; and im. 
1 plied ſomething reproachful —but oh 
Norman, when I was about to excuſe 
myſelf, and called her Miſs Legrand - 
| ſhe interrupted me—* her name was no 
longer Legrand, . and ſhe held out her 


= Hager 5 | 
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finger where the fatal memento preſented 
itſelf “ my name, Mr. Forteſcue, is 
| Rochford—a few years brings about 
ſtrange events—I would with pleaſure 
introduce you to Mr. Rochford, but he 
left me yeſterday morning, and is gone 
up to town on ſome concerns particular- 
ly intereſting, and at preſent I am under 
the protection of this en s mother 


and fiſte rs. 


And ſhe bowed t to the gentleman with : 


whom ſhe had been dancing. 


. « Excuſe me, Captain Bertie, hin this 
is an old friend of mine whom I have 

not ſeen for ſome years - dancing you 

know, is not a favorite amuſement of 
mine, and you will have the goodneſs | to 
diſpenſe with me.“ 
The gentleman oolitely reſigned his : 
claim, and cer wich me led her to ; 
fel. ; 
. touched her hand. 3 my God. --- 
what agitation overpowered me----«ſhe 


| looked at me- —-ſhe fighed---.-our eyes 


met: ſhe caſt down ber sand _— ſhe - 


.. 


Wher. nete w were Gniſhed we were 
joined by Captain Bertie and his ſiſter-- 
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and from the Genificant glances which 


the latter caſt at me I was inclined to 


think that my name had deen mentioned : 


5 to her before. 


The rooms beginning to clear, I was 
ſuffered to lead Mrs. Rochford to the 
coach, followed by Captain Dore and : 


his faſter. 


I received a preſſing invitation to 


breakfaſt i in the morning, and I handed 
my lovely charge into the carriage. 


| Her hand was uncovered—T had ven- 
| tured a flight preſſure as I walked with 

| her---ſhe mide a pauſe in her fteps---[ 

repeated the preſſure as ſhe aſcended 
the carriage---ſhe looked at me, and * 


felt my hand confined in her's. 


Adieu, Mr. Forteſcue” —faid me 


4 V we expect you to-morrow.” 
And our hands were ditengig ed. 


Ns bowed, and aſſured her! would be 


| | Punctual. 


Miſs Bertie 1 her brother took a 


- polite leave of me, a and the coach en 
e 


I don't know that 1 ever felt my ane 
more racked with doubt, anxiety and 


oy jetude. 
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times a momentary Number overtook 


as AUDLEY FORTESCUE 


The lovely girl,” ſaid I, <6 not 
5 bappy---who can this Rochford be?“ 
and I enquired of Mr. oy if he knew 
a gentleman of that name. 
There was a gentleman ſo called wh 
bad reſided a few months only in Dorſet- 
ſhire---his houſe was about three miles 
From Weymouth---it was ſadly out of 
repair whea he took it, and at preſent the 
= workmen were in it. 8 
„And who was Captain Bertie? 
ce The ſon of a moſt reſpectable lad 7 
; who rehded in the ſummer ſeaſon at 
Weymouth-—a character char did honor | 
to human nature.” | 
I went to bed, but flept not—ſome- 


me, but Iſtarted out of it, and j in that 


reſtlefs ſtate paſſed the night 
laroſe at ſeven, but looked ſadly lan · 
guid and unrefreſhed. | 


It was neceſſary bawever that I mould 5 
put on the beſt appearance 1 could for : 


= my morning viſit. 


b, Frederic, how unlike the viſi of | 
the preceding morning. 
| The hour n was nine——and i it 


4 wand 
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1 found the I#lies at the breakfaſt ta 


ble but the . bad not Vet joined | 


the party- 
Mrs. Bertie looked all 1 had beed 


ſaid of her—if the form of a venerable 
angel can be conceived (and I don't 
know why it ſhould not) Mrs. Bertie f 


anfwered the deſcription. 


I took my ſeat by the ſide of falia—ſhe : 
looked—my God—what elegance and b 


ne did not this female trio exhibit. 8 
Mifs Bertie is very pretty, but ſeems 


amiably conſcious of her inferiority 5 - 


5 Tore the tranſcendant Julia. 


Me finiſhed breakfaſt, and my invita⸗ 


tion was continued to dine — the hour 


was three, but the ladies would be rea- 
dy by two to take a ramble on the lands 


before dinner. _ 
At two I attended them, * 


Mis Bertie had a friend called upon 


her with whom ſhe muft ſtay, but Mrs. 


| Rochford would put herfelf under my 
Protein. 


And we walked together towards the » 


” ſands. 


3 have had no time, Mr. Forteſcue, 5 
make any particular enquiries after 
. our 
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our friends in the vale—is it long fince 
you were there?” | 
This interrogation neceſſarily led to 
an explanation, and I briefly related 
what had paſſed, reſerving the ſtory of 
Adelaide, which I had not then time to 
enter upon—T told her of my having 
been abroad even hinted the occaſi- 
on of my travelling—and concluded 
With ſaying, “ I little thought Mrs. Roch- 
| ford that you would ſo ſoon have found 
a man deſerving the title of huſband for | 
Julia Legrand.” 
«© When I married, Mr. Forteſcue,” . 
ſaid ſhe, © I cannot ſay that I was led 
away by thoſe extravagant notions of 
love and happineſs that once I too fond- 
ly indulged - but it was a ſober match. 
and may perhaps produce as much real 
ſelicity as thoſe attachments which are 
founded on romantic principles.” — 
«* Andam I ſo happy as to hear that 
Mrs. Rochford is e, with her 
choice? 33 roo OR ap c 
She pauſed 1 5 
might have had a cheles more re- 
concileable to my mind, but it does not 


therefore follow that I ſhould have been 
more 
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more happy Mr. Rochford is a moſt 


amiable character, and my affection for 


him is every day increaſing.“ 
And I ſaw, Norman, that this Roch- 


ford has tamely married a woman whoſe. 
love for him was to grow, and be culti- 


vated afterwards—what an inſipid idea 
muſt ſuch a man have of acl felt» 
cap? 
Julia has ad: her 4 thought 

15 and like many others in the ſame pre- 


dieament, ſhe will at leaſt feem latioied * 


with herſelf. 


We had only an hour ap 3 for 
walking, and the church clock ſtriking 


three, it ſerved as a ſummons to dinner. 


I am confident that Mrs. Rochford 


was hurt at my ſeeming to diſtruſt her 


being happy—for a gloom immediately 


overſpread her countenance, and con- 
tinued all the day, though 1 made eve» 
ry poſſible attempt to remove is"; 


We had a flimſy addition to our party 


at dinner—1 was again ſeated by the de 


+ Julia, between her and Miſs Bertie— 
the latter lady had a fund of pleafing 
vivacity which is happily contraſted by 


IR 4 ſweet languor, and plaintive com- 
| _ placmey 
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placency of the other the reſt of the 
company (after excepting Mrs. Bertie, 
and her fon the Captain) a are not worth 
| noticing. 2 
Buthow mall Ideſeribe he « Abele 
glances which the lovely Julia from ove. 
to time caſt on your agitated friend? 
they brought back to my eager fancy 
| thoſe delicious hours---when it fed on the 
deluſions of hope, and was delighted 


With fond anticipations----Ah, Frederic, 
„ en myſelf in retracing ſcenes that . 


never more can return! 
And Ifind my ſpirits Gokiog, and my 
heart ſolely depreſt ſince this fatal inter- 
view—fool that I was to think that ſuch 
an angel-form as Julia Legrand could be 
| beheld any where without admiration, 
dy ithout devotion. 
Muſt I leave her, wretched as I am- 
wo I again renounce my native country 
and again become ſelf-exiled from the 
world ?---heretoforeT have had fortitude, 
but I feel myſelf now unequal to it-I am 
rivetted to the ſpot which contains Julia, 
and though I know Iam vainly feeding a 
| hopeleſs paſſion, yet I would rather die 
with the belief that ſhe once loved me, 


and 


7 
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5 and that ſhe yet thinks with regret ou m 
ſufferings for her, than with dangerous 
violence tear myſelf away, and give her 10 
cauſe to ſuſpect that the ſoul of Forteſcue 
has renounced that fenſibility which firſt 
endeared him to her gentle affeftions. 

Adieu---my friend---I told you long 
fince I was not born to be happy, and 
the prediction every day becomes more 
Pn and more verified. 


Sound yours, 
Auprzr ronrkscur- 


: IL. E T TER XXV. „ 


F 


: 20 / AUDLEY roRTESCUL, OY 


1 „bon. uo evening. | 


& . my beſt friend, my Forteſcue, 5 
fly from the dangerous foare which a 
fatal paſſion is preparing for you—T . 

_ conjure you to haſten away ere the miſ- 
chiefs which I foreſee, involve yourſelf, 
and your friends in miſery and wreich- 
ednels—Ah, my God, Forteſcue, what 

M 5 dxeadful : 
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dreadful infatuation can poſſibly prevail 
an you to ſtay an hour after this warn- 
| 1 from your 

F. 8 


LETTER XXXVI. 


— * FREDERIC nennen, rsd. 


Wirnovra. 5 


a MUST fly—but 1 


not——] muſt bid an eternal adicu 10 


peace of mind, and tranquility—I AMA 
 VILLAiN-=--a friendleſs and abandoned 
outcaſt.— for after you have heard the 
Kory of my guilt you will renounce me e ; 
and leave me to my miſeries. 
And oh, Frederic, whilft the melting 


8 eye of friendſhip weeps for the errors of 9 


an unhappy man, let a tear fall for the 


_ . deluded partner of his crimes, for the 


lovely unfortunate that once was Julia 
9 Ana; 


A an | 


”LRTTBL 


LETTER XXXVII. 
10 FREDERIC . ya, OY : 
Wr nete. 


HEN, faſcinated Pe” ug what, I 


delieved to be love, I ſuffered myſelf 
to continue my intercourſe with the 
moſt charming of women, I thought 
Audley Forteſcue ſuſhcient maſter of his 
| Paſſions to ſubdue any dangerous pro- 
penſity-—alas, I knew not that it were 
poſſible for circumſtances and events to 
combine ſo effectually together to favor 
a purſuit marked with ſuch complicated 
5 eriminality. 3 
But I was deſtined to = miſerable, ng 
to furniſh a melancholy inſtance to the 
thoughtleſs world of the embittered mo- 
ments which. neceſſarily follow the in- 
_ diſcriminate. gratification of tyrangic ö 


| paſſions. 


Day after day, and. ſame. moraing to 
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night I viſited, and was welcomed to the A 


| houſe where dwelt the too powerful, 


| becauſe too lovely enchantreſs—-- faw, | 
wreech that I was, I ſoon ſaw, to what 
ae of | dangerous 5 


gr de 2 K 
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5 dangerous extremities I was liable to be 
hurried-.-for already I had unguarded 

moments, which returning reflexion 
made me ſhudder to remember. 
I Theevening I diſpatched my laſt ſhort | 


7 letter had witneſſed a ſcene that n Y 


me the moſt abandoned of mankind. 


Miſs Bertie had been all day indiſpoſ- 5 : 


5 ed, and had retired early to reſt---the old i 
5 lady entertained us at ſupper, and, as 


Vas her cuſtom, withdrew: 3 —ſoon after 


Julia and your friend were together. 
Me were ſeated on a ſopha---the clock 
ſtruck eleven -the room opened with 


Iolding doors into the garden - the moon 
mmone delightfully, aud a brighter, more 


heavenly evening I never ſaw-— Ipropoſ- 
ed a walk round the graſs-plot Julia 


flipt on her cloak and accompanied me- 
I took hold of her hand-----the touch 


Ahrilled through every ſenſe, and fanned 
is every dormant fire---] held it faſt locked 


in mine as we walked---we.went in again 
_ ---again we ſat down on the ſopha- 


„ this reminds me, Mrs. Rochford, of our 


< happy rambles in the dear valley | 


"Io then no cold reſtraint damped the ar- 


= dour of young love---n0 treſpaſs r 
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be committed on the tenacious privi- 


e leges of conjugal delicacy” ---She did 
not ſeem to underftand the latter part of 
this ſentence---I continued,“ what would _ 
the happy Rochford ſay if he ſaw poor 
Forteſcue here, only come to ſigh in 


painful remembrance of pleaſures paſt, 


and loſt to every future hope“ .“ Mr. 
Rochford will be your friend, Mr. 
Forteſcue---and you will be a friend to 
his family“ -“ But my greedy heart is 
not ſatisfied with ſo cold a elaim as friend- 
ſhip for you”---and J preſſed her hand to 
my lips---ſhe trembled -I threw my arm 
around her waiſt—-her lovely head, half- 


reclined, reſted on my ſhoulder-the at- 


8 rin was inviting, and I ſnatched a kiſs 


* fye, Forteſcue---T muſt leave you 
and ſhe made a faint effort to rife---] de. 
tained her---all was filent---I-treſpaſſed 


as if by accident on her tucker----ſhe 

gently chid me, not with words, but fee- 

bluy arreſted my preſuming hand- I ſaw 
the ſtruggle of virtue it might have pre- 
vailed had I deſiſted, but her eye be- 


trayed a melting languor which encou- 


raged me kiſſed her more ardently 
than before ſhe ſeemed inſenſible - 


This part of Forteſcue's letter teems with de ſcriptione 
too looſe to be . * | 


again 
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again I ventured on her tucker<the 


knew it not- -One minute more----the 
clock ſtruck twelve---all was filent-»--] 


Was not yet certain of my conqueſt 
another minute flew-—and Julia was 
; Joſt, 5 


Suck ſcenes as theſe, Frederic, have 


occurred before---two lovers rouzed by 
returning reafon from the fond delirium © 
of guilty paſſion, have exhibited all the 
fymptoms of horror and diſtraQion---but 

furely a Julia never fell before--God of 


heaven, the bare remembrance chills my 


— 
— i 


blood, and moſt fervently go. I vid bar 
inſtant annihilation“n 


« Oh, Forteſcue!“ 


Theſe were the dear woman's firſt ar- 

| ticulalions then turning away her face, 
and lifting up her ſtreaming eyes and 
folding hands ſhe continued — | | 
„ Oh, Rochford!” © 


| To ſooth her with any arguments l. 5 


ing to palliate our crime would have 
peen an inſult to her reafon. 


We loved each other long; Julia— | 


from the earlieſt period of our ripening 
intimacy we felt a mutual preſentiment 


'AUDLEY FORTESCUE, 2g 
of afegion—Cuſtom which you deſpiſe, | 
has forbade this criminal indulgence— 
honor has forbade it but the man whom 
| you have bleſt—your devoted Forteſ- 


cue is only to blame—and the dark man- 
tle of this guilty night can never be 
drawn aſide to expoſe the miſchiefs * 


has teemed with.” : 
I "This was the moſt e bh attempt 


5 1 could have made to pacify a mind * 


julia Rochford's. 
bSbe looked reproachfully at me. 
„ And does Mr. Forteſcue mean this 
as a cordial likely to reſtore that peace 
which I know I have loſt for ever — 
Forteſcue I own I loved you—but I 
| bore your neglect of me with the be- 
coming dignity of conſcious virtue 
married in order to forget you—where 
now is that ſupporting conſciouſneſs 
think of your frail Ca ROLINE, Mr. For- 
teſcye---and that there is row another 
Dutton expoſed to the vengeance of an 
injured huſband---when I read” conti- 
nued ſhe, that unhappy woman's me- 
lancholy narrative, I pitied her- - from 
my ſoul I ſympathized in all her ſorrows 
and when in the anguiſh of her mind | 
. 95 | | 5 ſhe 225 
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ſhe owns herſelf aſhamed to return and 
face her injured lord, I felt as I now feet 
__---for oh, Forteſcue, never more ſhall the 


1 injured Rochford * receive within is 


© embraces HER that has diſhonored and - 
e diſpraced im. e | 
The night was now far advanced, ws | 


7 ſeeing the impracticahility of calming her. 


mind (fo violent and tumultuous was 


ecvery emotion) I propoſed it expedient 
for the purpoſe of diſeretion to part for 


the evening, and ſhe herſelf conducted 


mee to the door, but I feared I ſaw ſome- 


thing in her eyes (a wild and vacant ſtarey _ 


| that amounted to a ſymptom of frenzy 
I preſſed her hand aud we ſeparated. 


The next morning (yeſterday) about 
eleven I called (as was my cuſtom) to 


enquire after the family---Mrs. Bertis 


Was alone, and received me with her 


| - nfual cordiality--good unfefpicions vo · 


N had been perpetrated---ſhe ſent up for 
Mrs. Rochford -a meſſage was returned 
| that Mrs. Rochford was indiſpoſed, and 5 


ö | : 1 faw her not the whote day. 


Ke „ Mrs. Fortefue's wards. 5 
5 OY I have 


7 


have been writing fince eight o' clock 

this morning----my breakfaſt is before _ 
me, but I can take nothing--I ſhall 

_ direct my ſteps preſently to Mrs. Bertie's, 
and I muſt ſee my Julia---the poſt will 


80 out before I can add any thing more. 
Oh, Frederic, what have I done--- 


may flatter myſelf, that becauſe this 
Rochford, whom I have ſo ungenerouſly 


_ abuſed, is not my friend, and as we are 


unknown to each other, my fault is not 
ſo enormous as Dutton's---"tis ſo far 
true, but the confolation I can derive 
from ſuch a reflexion is like a reprieve to 
a criminal for one week, at the end of 


which he is ſure to ſuffert 
Adieu am indeed the wretched 


Avpizy Torro. 


LE TT ER Avi. 


10 FREDERIC NORMAN, TY 


1. AM this wide ſening off from Wey- Sn 
 Mouth--—-the place of my deſtination 
is at preſent a ſecret, but you ſhall hear 
from me the inſtant I am ſettled- I have 

| : 1 8 no 
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no time to add more, unleſs to tell you 

that I have a partner in my expedition. 
Ever yours, 
5 Apr FoRTESCUP. 
| Weymouth, Friday. 


LETTER XXXIX. 


5 To Captain Faancts Duvirins at Wey- | 
| TT mouth. 5 8 


\ Honrnnan;mTiſdog ahnen. 2 


Dax Bene, 


8 1. HAVE traced the n to this 
place, and jt is not more than three 
hours fince they ſailed in a packet 
hired for the purpoſe, for Dublin---un- 
Fortunately there is not another left for | 
me to continue my purſuit, and I mult 
neceſſarily wait until the arrival of che 
mail from the oppoſite ſhore Ew? Is 


IT every hour expected. 


_  . Gracious heaven, that it ſhould. ever 
be poſſible for ſuch a character as For- 

| telcue to perpetrate ſo black a deed 
* towards a man who once thought his 
FfrienG- 
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in acknowledging his exalted liberality ? 


ab, my friend, I would fain perſuade my- 
ſelf they are not criminal, and that ſome 


5 myſtery is wrapt up in this tranſaQion 


which may yet be ee and 1 * 5 


be happy. 
Ik virtue dwells not in the SEO YR 


of Julia Rochford, it may be concluded 
that ſhe has taken her flight from earth, 


and bid eternal adieu to the world. 


Farcwell— Bertie. am ick at heart, . 


but ever yours, 


LETT ER xl. 


ro THE SAMS» | 


Dran Pazvre. 


'E have met—their gain was eſta- 


bliſhed by confeſſion, and when you 
have heard the fatal narrative, you. 


willjudge of the ſituation, and the el 
ings of your friend. 


The adverle elements kept the 1 


| pected packet out all night at ſea, and it 
8 Was 


1 1 05 


Doran -ein N 
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was near ten the next morning before ! 
had an opportunity of embarking—the _ 
uind being pretty fair for Dublin, we 


reached the bay in . lefs than 
nine hours. 


Dublin, unlike l can g affo rd but 


: few aſylums that are not liable to be 
_ difcovered---and the arrival of an En- 


gliſh family is preſently known; conſe- 


Auently I had no great diffieulty, after 
_ deſcribing the parties, to trace them to 


their monde had taken up their | 


abode at he —— hotel 1—— ; 
ſtreet. ES 1 


I know not how it was but! FO red ; 


a a wonderful calmneſs on this oceaſion 
the hope I vainly (and indeed extrava- 
gantly indulged of Julia's innocence, 


checked my turbulent paſſions that might 


otherwiſe have hurried me into extremi- 
ties---I kept my uniform great coat on, 
and with my ſword underneath 1 it, Tar 
rived at the hotel. Rog . 


The waiter on my enquiry Liab | 


255 me that ſuch a lady and gentleman came 
| there the day before, and if I would fend 


up my name he would announce it—1 
direQed | him to ſay that an Engliſh gen- 


tleman, 
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tleman, a friend of Mr. Forteſeue's, 
wiſhed to ſpeak with him, and the waiter 
went up ſtairs—judging, however, that 
all kind of ceremony might on this ocea- 
fion be diſpenſed with, I followed him 
_ cloſely, and was in the room almoſt as 
ſoon as himſelf” _ _. 
There fat Julia in a a black riding dreſs I 
vith Forteſcue at te. 
I be ſight petrified me with al | 
ment and horror---I felt my head giddy, 
and with one hand reſting on a chair, 
whilſt my ſword ſupported the other, I 
looked at the guilty pair, but had the 
world been given me I could not ware ; 
uttered a ſentence. 
Julia gave a ſhriek, and fell back- 
wards. ; 
Mr. Fe els and addrefled 1 me. 
Mr. Oſborne!” 
„My name, Sir, is Rochford.” 
Forteſcue ſtarted back, and ſtagger · 
ing to a chair threw himſelf on it, beat- 


ing his forehead with his hand, and ex- - 


_ claiming, © Then is the meaſure of =y 
miſery full!” 
I flew to the fainting 8 ** for 
the moment, forgetting her guilt, 1 


raiſed 15 
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raiſed her up in my arms, and carried 


her, ſenſeleſs, to a ſopha. 


Preſently ſhe revived--- | 

1 ſpoke: 

« Mr. Forteſcue "7 a wiſe, a 1 
wife, whoſe infidelity coft him dear if he 


had been diſpoſed to retaliate on the world 

for his own private ſufferings, he ſhould 
have ſpared his friend---he ſhould have 
| ſpared the brother of his Caroline.“ 


By the God of heaven !” ſaid For- 


teſcue, © great as my crime is, I knew 
not till this fatal moment that Mrs. Roch. 
ford was the wife of my friend.” 


Poor Julia's ſhattered ſenſes could 


Ty fearcely afford her ſufficient reaſon to 
underſtand this, and ſhe ſtared with mic 


aſtoniſhment about her. 
«Is my huſband---him I mean (aid 5 
ſhe, pointing impatiently to me) is he, 


I aſk, a friend of Fortefcue's ?” 


„His fiſter,” returned Lene 15 


was my wife the unfortunate Caro- 
line whoſe fate I deplored at ſo early a 


period of our acquaintance---gracious 


SGod--how came your buſbiag's! name to 
; be Rochford * EE 


46 * 5b,” | 
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21 Enough,“ ſaid ſhe, © the miſchief i is 
complete, and our ruin is inevitable -a 
few hours will end my guilt, and . 
_ exiſtence”---ſhe turned to her hufband--- 

_ «pity me, Rochford, whilſt I have the 
power to aſk it---this moment has dif. 
cloſed a ſecret, which had Iknown ſoon- 

er might have ſaved us---but no matter 

I loved Forteſcue - years ſince I loved 
him thought I bad triumphedoverthe 
weakneſs of my youth- virtue and duty 


perſuaded me ſo---but I was deccived--+ 


I feek no extenuation, Rochford---I am 

guilty- be merciful to me, God !---will 
one of you, gentlemen, be kind enough 
to order a female ſervant to take care of 


me? Iam very ill.” 
I rang the bell ond two women fas 


vants were directed to  eonvey her into a : 


chamber. 
They led her away. 
Forteſcue and I were together. 
He came up to me. 


Now, Oſborne, Mr. Rochford, 1 : 
mean, who is it that ſues to be forgiven ? 
_ whois it that now pleads for an unfortu- 


nate wiſe? I woader that I have power to 
: [peak to . -but 1 it will hereafter be ac- 
counted 
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5 cours for---do me the juſtice to ſay that <4 
your heart acquits me of any knowledge 


that the name of Rockford was applied to 
che perſon of Ofborne---the fatal miſtake 


bass undone us all---your ſword fleeps by 
pour ſide, becauſe you are too brave a 


character to ſtain it with my blood, whilſt 


J am naked and diſarmed, although I 
ſhould aſk it as the greateſt mercy you 
could poſſibly render me---and would 
bare my boſom to the ftroke---neither 
will I ſuffer you at preſent to invite me 


to a conteſt in the field---I have already 


enough to anſwer for, without any ad- 
ditional crime which the riſque of ſuch 
@ combat might load me with---by to- 
morrow morning, you ſhall find I have 
deviſed ſome means of ſatisfying yvou— 
I pledge myſelf that I will on no ac- 
count ſtir out of the hotel till you have 

| ſeen me---you know I am incapable of 
| forſeiting an engagement of that nature.” 


I could not witneſs the anguiſh of poor 


'  Porteſcue s ſoul whilſt he ſpoke without 
. remembering the friend he had been to 


me- the tear ſtarted on my cron and * 


was lent. 
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6 Welt, Mr. Rochford, continued he, 
do you ſuffer me to withdraw yo 
theſe conditions?“ N 
Fatal indeed, Mr. Fortstete, has 
been the ſource of that error and miſcon- 
duct which involves two friends, like us, 
in ſuch dreadful calamities---but admit- 
ting the firſt miſtake as Oſborne, T can draw 
no conſolation whilſt I feel myſelf injur- | 
ed as Rorhford---you may obſerve that 
am not unmoved myſelf, Mr. Forteſcue, 
upon your account---I am fure your an- 
guiſh is equal to what I would wiſh my 
greateſt enemy to ſuffer---at preſent we 
will ſeek no farther explanation on either 
| ſide---] ſhall expect an interview with 
pou in the morning“ and I retired. 
1 ſent to Julia's chamber, and learnt 
ſhe was in a high fever and delirious-.- 
in an hour afterwards I ſent again, and 
underſtood ſhe was worſe, and attended 
by a phyfician---Mr. Forteſcue had given 
directions in this reſpect, in order to 
prevent the affair becoming a public talk 
- and I bad previoufly told him that 1 


bad no objection for the preſent to have - 


matters concealed, _ 
Andin 2 this dreadful ſtate, after TOP 
N 1 en 
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a glaſs of warm wine I retired to my : 
— e | 
_ . Mine was indeed; a fleepleſs bas; for] 
felt a thouſand agonizing ſenſations, the 
leaſt of which was ſufficient to militate 
againſt reſt. 5 
About three in the morning I was 
nrouzed by the report of a piſtol, and in 
an inſtant the houſe was alarmed, and in 
an uproar---I had a fatal foreboding of 
miſchief---but was in doubt until a ſer- 
vant knocked at the door of my cham- 
ber, and informed me that the gentleman 
I had been in company with the n 
before had-suο e,, 
I hurried on my cloaths, and repaired 
to Forteſcue's apartment---there lay his 
lifeleſs remains ſtretched acroſs the bed 
the fatal inftrument was on the floor, 
ſuppoſed to have dropt from his haud--- 
ancther loaded piſtol lay on the table. 
I I took hold of the unbappy man's cold 
Hand, and a tear fell to his memory 
could not help it, Bertie, for 10 once had | 


treaſon to love him. 
I was fearful that ſome circumſtances 


would get wind in conſequence of this 
_ melancholy diſaſter—and I had ſome dif- 


| ficulty to evade replying tothe numerous 
enquiries 


; , 6 1 7 
COR” 7 
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enquiries which buſy curioſity dictated. 
It was my particular requeſt that it 
fhould be concealed, if poſſible, from ö 
the lady, and the ſervants promiſed „„ 
comply with it. 5 
Id returned to my chamber, and in 2 | 
Nate of the moſt trying anxiety, I paſſed ||| 
the intervening hours till the clock Arnck al 
 feven—when I haſtened down ſtairs, and | 
_. diſpatched a ſervant to enquire after 
Mrs. Rochford—the meſſage I received 
was of ſuch a donÞtful unintelligible i 
nature that I ſent again, and defired ey i 
7 be namitted w Re ner © | 
The ſervant came back, and informed „ 
me that no one was in the chamber, bunt 
the phyſician, and he did not ſeem to 
object to my vifit. + 
On entering the apartment the doctor 
znificantly ſhook his head we have i 
_ a deſperate cafe here, Sir, but I preſume | 
you have ſome private buſineſs to ſettle, || 
and 1 ſhall leave you”---and he offered to 
withdraw, which I did not oppoſe. 
I drew aſide the curtains, and ſpoke-.-. 
but ſhe knew me not · after having gazed 
upon me ſome ſeconds ſhe fell into a 
Arrange incoherent rambling, and when i 
| her articulation ceafed, her lips continu= | 
ed in motion---I ſpoke again---< julia, 
you know me not“ -ſhe liſtened to the 
found, © they have told me fo”---ſaid. | 
he: they have brought me a mirror | 
No: where = 
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where I ſaw my bleeding huſband, and 
ANorurx falling---killed by each others 
| hands---ah Forteſcue, I told you howit 
would be---it would have been well 
done, had you placed me between your 
ſwords, and then the guilty Julia would 


5 have ſuffered !? 


Vnable to bear a ſcene ſo afſeQing I 
ordered the phyſician to be called in--- 
he came, but he was not the kind of man 
T wiſhed for---there was a troubleſome. 
egotiſm, an unmeaning garrulity about 
him that but ill ſuited ſo ſolemn an oc- 


_ eafion, and I found it impoſſible to make 


way to his feelings-- all I could gather 
from him was that if he could not ſave 
her, he defied all the world to do it, and 

he was fearful that it was paſt his ſkill.” 
I put five guineas into his hand, and 


earneſtly recommended her to his atten- 


tion and care---this ſomewhat ſoftened 
the moroſeneſs of his manners, and he 
| promiſed not to leave her till he could 
do it with ſafety. _ 5 
The females now came in, and having 
made uſe of a proportionate ſhare of the 


ſame irreſiſtible power to them, in order 


to ſecure heir good offices towards the 
unhappy patient, I wihorew to a break- = 


faſt parlour. 


Ihe tea things were prepared, cad I 
fad out a cup -I applied it to my 

x ps, but 007 were ſo 7 and dry 
| that 


4 _ 
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chat I could not ſwallow it] ſet it hrs : 
and at the inſtant a ſervant entered---he 
had in his hands a paper-— this Letter, 

Sir, was found on Mr. Forteſcue's dref- 


ſing- table -it is addreſſed to Reginald 


| Rochford, Eſq. and I preſume you are 


the gentleman”---[ took it and made a 


motion for him to withdraw---it was ſeal. 
ed with black wax, which 1 broke and N 


read as bee. LE 
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1 TOLD you that J ſhould deviſe Re 


means of ſatisfying you by this morn- 
1ng---will my life be ample expiation ? 


take it, Rochford, for with ſuch a load 
of diſhonor and miſery, it is not worth 


| preſerving. a: 


Yes, Rochford, I know what purſuits 
tyrant cuſtom points to---and I ſurren- 


der my life, that it my be the means of 


| ſaving yours. 


Live, excellent young man---live---. 
and from the melancholy end of him that 
_ that was once your friend, learn to ſup- 


preſs the earlieſt adv ances of Ins 
Phone. Sr Ia 


What is to become of Julia? ſhe muſt 
not know my fate, Rochford---you may 


tell 12 


Then it is not Wa reſi igning 
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tell her that T am gone abroad, never 
Sg %%%! 
I have written to my friend Norman“, 
and with my own hands committed it to 
the poſt---I have told him all that has 
happened---and he has my directions 
about ſome worldly matters your name 
is mentioned to him, and you will forgive 
me, Rochford, when you find ſome re- 
membrances of the friendſhip which I. 
once (and which I ever fince) felt for 
 Fou---and which on my ſoul I would 
ſooner have died than have injured. 
„ And you will, perhaps, Rochford, 
yet remember me with pity, and with 
__ tenderneſs---if you knew what I felt at 
this moment (on the brink of my difſo- 
lution) you would think the man that 
could ſurvive it, muſt be more than 
) 8 
The time bas been when J have had 
ſome opportunities (which the world will 
not ſay I have neglected) of doing a little 


good--I fall, Rochford, a victim to 


frailty, but my life has not been marked 


with re- iterated crimes the only man I 


ever injured was Rochford- and he 
Was the laſt I would intentionally have 
%)Vùͤ 8 5 


» We. find no part of this letter in tlie preſent 
collection, but it appears that Mr. Forteſcue leſt 
Mr. Rochford half his fortune which was very con- 
Kkecrabje, . | | FFF 
Juſt 


+ 
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Jus ſee that my remains are ſent into 


-ſhire, and interred in the family 
vault there. : 


Adieu---Rochford---may proſperity | „ 
future await you---you will require a 

great deal of happineſs to counter-ba- 
lance the miſery which I xnow muſt be 
felt by an injured huſband. 


Adieu, 


| Avviey ronrrscur- 3 
Welnefly mornin b. balf paſt t two. 


4 HAD 33 kniſhed the kl of 

this melancholy relick (which my tears 
frequently interrupted) before a Ae 
came in a with a meſſage from the phyſi- 


cCian, defiring me inſtantly to attend him. 


lle received me at the door of the 
dying victim's apartment“ we have no 
hope —Sir—a few minutes more and all 
will be over there ſeems to be at pre- 
ſent a momentary interval of reaſon, and 
poflibly the any may have ſomething to 
fa 
Fr haſtened to the bed- ide-the breath- 


ed hard and quick I caught her feeble 
| hand—ſhe knew me—*® Oh, Rochford _ 
edo you come to forgive me—it may 
be a paſſport to the mercy of a greater 


Jvpor, before whom I am ſhorily to 
CO appear 


appear my repentance has been late 
ſo indeed was my guilt—for my heart 
was not naturally vicious, and this was 
the firſt offence. that common charity 
could not paſs over—but it may fhew 
the world what ſlender ſecurity virtue 
has, if the paſhons are not timely con- 
J No ey 
I made an imperfeR reply, but it was 
| ſufficient to aſſure her of my forgiveneſs 
= ſhe took my hand, and carrying it to 
her lips, faintly kiſſed it Heaven, 
faid ſhe, © may have comfort ſtill in 
ſtore for you—may this be the-laſt trial, 
the laſt misfortune!” ſhe could no more, 
nature's ftnal effort was exhauſted—a 
mouruful hlence ſucceeded---her eyes 
_ cloſed---her reſpiration ſhortened---once = 
more ſhe ſtruggled fainthy---and expired. 
I continued ſome moments gazing on 
her pale remains--beautiful ſtill---and on 
her inſenſate hand imprinted a parting 
kiſs, the laſt offering of diſappointed 


. ESTI ee ; 
And here I am, BRTIE-—a forlorn, 
and wretched widower—my wife lies 
 breathleſs---my friend lies murdered by 
his own raſh hand — Oh God! let me 
turn away from the dreadful ſcene! _ 


REOINA LD ROCHFORD. 


e 


CY 


